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Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports, 1974-1996

• New, fully searchable online edition for students and scholars of area studies,  
   political science and world history 

• Transcripts of foreign broadcasts and news from thousands of sources, translated  
   into English

• A wealth of unfiltered information from more than 100 countries around the globe 
   — from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe

• Ideal for understanding all sides of issues and events that preceded current  
   crises around the world 

“Many of these materials are literally transcripts of events as they occurred, right down 
to parenthetical asides inserted by the FBIS transcriber-translator: ‘Gunfire heard in 
background’ of a Ghanaian radio news program in progress as the station was stormed 
in an attempted coup.

“FBIS brings to the mind’s eye what on-the-spot video does now: it makes the events 
of the last half of the 20th century come alive, as well as guarantee that first-hand 
descriptions will survive to tell the tale even after events have been deconstructed, re-
assembled and interpreted according to the prevailing political and historical theories of 
the day.”

— Glenda Pearson, Human Rights Librarian, University of Washington 

To request a free trial, contact Readex today at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

A unique window on the world from non-U.S. sources, 
offering diverse international perspectives on local, 
national and regional events as they unfolded.

“Plunges the user directly into  
moments when history was made.” 
— Glenda Pearson, Human Rights Librarian,  

    University of Washington 

www.readex.com

Praise for the Readex digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996

“An online edition of the FBIS Daily Reports — offering full-text, consistently reliable English translations 
from the original news reports in dozens of languages from every region of the world — presents broad new 
opportunities for students shaping their research topics.... The capability to perform full-text searches of a resource 
previously available only in microform will open up years and years of information from foreign news sources 
that may not have been used before because of the effort required to access the material.... This exciting resource 
provides access to primary source material of critical international importance and to the students and scholars 
researching diverse aspects of our global society.”

— Donna Koepp, Former Head of Government Documents & Microforms/Head of Reference & Instructional Services, 
and John Collins, Reference/Documents Librarian, both Harvard College Library

“The premier collection of translated foreign press available in English.”
— R. William Ayres, Ph.D., Director, Center for Global Citizenship, and Associate Professor of International Relations, Elizabethtown College

“The new online searchable edition opens new avenues for important research in the social sciences and humanities.”
— Robert A. Pape, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago

“A searchable online version of the FBIS Daily Reports will prove to be even more invaluable to future researchers.”
— Robert Bookmiller, Ph.D., Director of International Studies and Associate Professor, Department of Government and Political Affairs, Millersville University of Pennsylvania

Readex’s FBIS Advisory Board

Jerry Breeze, Columbia University 

Tim Byrne, University of Colorado at Boulder

Betty Febo, Wellesley College 

Isabel D. Holowaty, University of Oxford

Kelly Janousek, California State University, Long Beach

Sue Kendall, San Jose State University
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Introducing the digital edition

A military parade on the 
35th anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China 
in 1984.

UN soldier helps evacuate a Bosnian citizen from the city 
of Mostar, circa 1993.

A Nelson Mandela supporter wearing a 
campaign poster in 1994.

Afghan Mujahideen standing on a destroyed Russian 
helicopter in 1980.

Soldier in the Civil War in Cambodia.

Julie A. Linden, Yale University 

Mary Mallory, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Chris Palazzolo, Emory University 

Glenda Pearson, University of Washington 

Michael Poulin, Colgate University
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Announcing the online edition

FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 
(FBIS) DAILY REPORTS, 1974-1996 

Created by the U.S. intelligence community to benefit policy makers 
and analysts, FBIS Daily Reports offer foreign views and perspectives 
on historical events from thousands of monitored broadcasts and 
publications. 

Translated into English from more than 50 languages — from Arabic 
to Swahili — these comprehensive media reports from around the 
globe include news, interviews, speeches and editorial commentary. 
For decades, these wide-ranging reports have been invaluable to 
students and scholars in the academic community.

This authoritative digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 
will provide major new teaching and research opportunities in such 
disciplines as area studies, international political science, military and 
diplomatic history, communication and propaganda studies and  
world history. 

“Scholars and students in an increasingly globalized world 
must engage with the history and cultural perspectives of other 
countries. The FBIS Daily Reports are a crucial resource for those 
seeking to understand events from other countries’ standpoints. 
Digitization will dramatically expose the breadth and depth of this 
unique material.”
— Julie Linden, Government Information Librarian, Yale University

To request a free trial, contact Readex today 
at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

A wealth of translated media reports from every FBIS region 
Fully searchable across all regions, Readex’s definitive digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 is 
organized into eight parts that include reports from:

 •  Middle East and [North] Africa (MEA), 1974-1987; Near East and South Asia (NES), 1987-1996

 •  South Asia (SAS), 1980-1987; Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), 1974-1980 and (AFR), 1987-1996

 •  China (CHI), 1974-1996

 •  Asia and the Pacific (APA), 1974-1987; East Asia (EAS), 1987-1996

 •  Latin America (LAT and LAM), 1974-1996

 •  Eastern Europe (EEU), 1974-1996

 •  Soviet Union/Central Eurasia (SOV), 1974-1996

 •  Western Europe (WEU), 1974-1996

An indispensable resource of materials selected by the Central Intelligence Agency 
In short, FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 offers an abundance of credible, primary source information on events, 
people and problems around the globe. A vital source for understanding and analyzing world affairs and strategic 
policy issues, this online edition will be extensively used by students, faculty and scholars to research a wide 
variety of international topics.

To request a free trial, contact Readex today at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

1974

Turkish forces 
invade Cyprus; India 
detonates atomic 
bomb. 

Timeline

Unfiltered perspectives from more than 100 countries around the globe

The Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports have been the United States’ principal record of 
political and historical open source intelligence for more than 65 years. The original mission of the FBIS was to monitor, 
record, transcribe and translate radio broadcasts from foreign governments, official news services and clandestine 
broadcasts from occupied territories. 

Many of these materials are first-hand reports of events as they occurred, and, in most cases, the English-language 
translations of broadcasts within FBIS Daily Reports represent the only surviving records. As such, this exceptional 
collection of transcripts provides exclusive insight into world history in the second half of the 20th century. 

Translated materials form a distinctive English-language resource
Without translations, researchers must either limit their research projects to primary sources in languages they understand 
or rely entirely on secondary sources. The vast majority of articles in FBIS Daily Reports were translated into English 
from their original languages, and as such constitute an indispensable and easy-to-use tool for students of international 
political science, world history and more. In addition, FBIS Daily Reports serve as a storehouse of information on the 
world’s cultures, uniquely capturing how societies change over time.

First-hand views on international events and issues
With Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports, students and scholars are afforded intriguing local perspectives on the rise to power of Pol Pot in 
Cambodia, Deng Xiaoping in China, Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran, Mikhail Gorbachev in the Soviet Union, Lech Walesa in Poland, Indira Gandhi in India, Benazir 
Bhutto in Pakistan and many others. 

Momentous events — covered with unmatched detail as they unfolded — include the peace agreement between Egypt and Israel, Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, 
formation of the Sandinista government in Nicaragua, student takeover of Tiananmen Square, opening of the Berlin Wall, freeing of Nelson Mandela, Persian Gulf 
War, break up of the Soviet Union, beginning of the Rwandan genocide and much more. 

1996       199519941993199219911990198919881987198619851984198219801978

FBIS in the news

“During some periods, such as the chaotic Cultural Revolution, FBIS was virtually the only reliable source  
of information for China scholars and government agencies.” — Los Angeles Times (January 14, 1997)

“Irreplaceable information about the world outside.” — The Boston Globe (January 13, 1997)

“America’s window on the world for 50 years.” — The Washington Times (December 30, 1996)

Excerpts of statements in support of FBIS provided in 1996 to the Federation of American Scientists

“...absolutely invaluable to scholars and researchers in dozens of disciplines...perhaps the best and most complete 
chronicle of current events in existence.”                      — William O. Beeman, Department of Anthropology, Brown University

“For ‘denied areas’ like China, the former USSR, Iraq and Syria, ‘open source’ materials from FBIS have always provided 
an extremely high proportion of what any of us knew.... And most critically, media information plays a critical role in 
what is sometimes called ‘warnings intelligence’ — prediction of imminent military attack or intervention. This has been 
demonstrated repeatedly...”                                  — H. Lyman Miller, Associate Professor and Director, China Studies Program,  
                                                                                             School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University

“Since World War II, FBIS has served as one of the most important sources of detailed and reliable information on 
countries throughout the world, many of which receive little or no coverage in the international media. Countless 
academic studies have relied on this source for primary research about radio, TV and print reporting on countries around 
the world, including translations of full texts of speeches and political commentaries that are available from no other 
source.... The collected reporting of FBIS is a unique and irreplaceable resource...”

— Gary G. Sick, Senior Research Scholar, Columbia University

Khmer Rouge defeat 
Cambodian government; 
36 nations accept Helsinki 
Accord; civil war starts in 
Lebanon.
 

1975 1976

Angola joins the United 
Nations; Ebola virus 
breaks out in Zaire; 
North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam unite.
 

China expels The 
Gang of Four; Spain 
holds first democratic 
elections since Franco 
regime.
 

1977

South African Prime 
Minister Botha begins 
dismantling apartheid; 
Muslim fundamentalists 
in Iran demand the Shah’s 
removal. 

 

Egyptian President Sadat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Begin sign peace treaty;
U.S.S.R. invades 
Afghanistan. 

1979

Iran-Iraq War starts; 
Lech Walesa leads 
a strike by shipyard 
workers; 58 countries 
boycott Moscow summer 
Olympics.

Iran releases hostages 
held 444 days; Francois 
Mitterrand becomes 
president of France; 
Pope John Paul II is 
wounded. 

1981

The Hama Massacre 
begins in Syria; 
Argentina invades the 
Falkland Islands. 

Poland announces end 
of martial law; anti-
Tamil riots break out in 
Sri Lanka; Soviet Union 
shoots down Korean 
Air Flight 007. 

1983

Peace and Friendship 
Treaty signed between 
Argentina and Chile;
Indira Gandhi orders 
troops to the Sikh 
Golden Temple.  

Mikhail Gorbachev 
becomes general secretary 
of the Communist Party 
in the U.S.S.R.; Sandinista 
Daniel Ortega becomes 
president of Nicaragua. 
  

Desmond Tutu 
becomes archbishop of 
Cape Town; Chernobyl 
nuclear plant in the 
Ukraine explodes. 

Portugal signs 
agreement to return 
Macau to China; First 
Intifada begins in the 
Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 
 

Benazir Bhutto elected 
prime minister in 
Pakistan; military 
coup seizes control in 
Myanmar.

Germans begin 
dismantling Berlin 
Wall; dissident groups 
rise in Czechoslovakia; 
demonstrations begin 
in Tiananmen Square. 

Iraq invades Kuwait; 
Akihito assumes Japan’s 
Chrysanthemum Throne; 
Lech Walesa becomes 
president of Poland. 

Persian Gulf War begins; 
Warsaw Pact is officially 
dissolved; Baltic republics 
declare independence; 
Boris Yeltsin becomes 
Russian president.  

Boris Yeltsin announces that 
Russia will stop targeting 
U.S. with nuclear weapons; 
Yugoslavia collapses as Europe 
recognizes Croatia and Slovenia; 
El Salvador’s civil war ends.  

Czechoslovakia splits 
into the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia; Sihanouk 
becomes Cambodian king;
European Union is 
formed. 

Civil war erupts in 
Rwanda; Nelson Mandela 
elected South African 
president; leaders of Israel 
and Jordan sign peace 
treaty. 

Mexican peso collapses; Russia 
and the breakaway republic of 
Chechnya establish truce; France 
explodes five underground 
nuclear devices; Serbia, Bosnia 
and Croatia end fighting. 

Conflicts in central 
Africa between Tutsi and 
Hutu create a refugee 
crisis; Yasser Arafat re-
elected president of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Beijing after the 1989 Tiananmen Square repression.

Russian Air Force personnel discussing war strategy in 1993 
over a map at headquarters of the 201st Division.

From top to bottom: India’s Indira Gandhi, 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein and Iran’s Ayatollah 
Khomeini. 

Soldiers drape a portrait in 1993 of Muhammed 
Ali Jinnah, Pakistan’s founder.
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Without translations, researchers must either limit their research projects to primary sources in languages they understand 
or rely entirely on secondary sources. The vast majority of articles in FBIS Daily Reports were translated into English 
from their original languages, and as such constitute an indispensable and easy-to-use tool for students of international 
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“Irreplaceable information about the world outside.” — The Boston Globe (January 13, 1997)
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“...absolutely invaluable to scholars and researchers in dozens of disciplines...perhaps the best and most complete 
chronicle of current events in existence.”                      — William O. Beeman, Department of Anthropology, Brown University

“For ‘denied areas’ like China, the former USSR, Iraq and Syria, ‘open source’ materials from FBIS have always provided 
an extremely high proportion of what any of us knew.... And most critically, media information plays a critical role in 
what is sometimes called ‘warnings intelligence’ — prediction of imminent military attack or intervention. This has been 
demonstrated repeatedly...”                                  — H. Lyman Miller, Associate Professor and Director, China Studies Program,  
                                                                                             School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University

“Since World War II, FBIS has served as one of the most important sources of detailed and reliable information on 
countries throughout the world, many of which receive little or no coverage in the international media. Countless 
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Announcing the online edition

FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 
(FBIS) DAILY REPORTS, 1974-1996 

Created by the U.S. intelligence community to benefit policy makers 
and analysts, FBIS Daily Reports offer foreign views and perspectives 
on historical events from thousands of monitored broadcasts and 
publications. 

Translated into English from more than 50 languages — from Arabic 
to Swahili — these comprehensive media reports from around the 
globe include news, interviews, speeches and editorial commentary. 
For decades, these wide-ranging reports have been invaluable to 
students and scholars in the academic community.

This authoritative digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 
will provide major new teaching and research opportunities in such 
disciplines as area studies, international political science, military and 
diplomatic history, communication and propaganda studies and  
world history. 

“Scholars and students in an increasingly globalized world 
must engage with the history and cultural perspectives of other 
countries. The FBIS Daily Reports are a crucial resource for those 
seeking to understand events from other countries’ standpoints. 
Digitization will dramatically expose the breadth and depth of this 
unique material.”
— Julie Linden, Government Information Librarian, Yale University

To request a free trial, contact Readex today 
at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

A wealth of translated media reports from every FBIS region 
Fully searchable across all regions, Readex’s definitive digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 is 
organized into eight parts that include reports from:

 •  Middle East and [North] Africa (MEA), 1974-1987; Near East and South Asia (NES), 1987-1996

 •  South Asia (SAS), 1980-1987; Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), 1974-1980 and (AFR), 1987-1996

 •  China (CHI), 1974-1996

 •  Asia and the Pacific (APA), 1974-1987; East Asia (EAS), 1987-1996

 •  Latin America (LAT and LAM), 1974-1996

 •  Eastern Europe (EEU), 1974-1996

 •  Soviet Union/Central Eurasia (SOV), 1974-1996

 •  Western Europe (WEU), 1974-1996

An indispensable resource of materials selected by the Central Intelligence Agency 
In short, FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 offers an abundance of credible, primary source information on events, 
people and problems around the globe. A vital source for understanding and analyzing world affairs and strategic 
policy issues, this online edition will be extensively used by students, faculty and scholars to research a wide 
variety of international topics.

To request a free trial, contact Readex today at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

1974

Turkish forces 
invade Cyprus; India 
detonates atomic 
bomb. 

Timeline

Unfiltered perspectives from more than 100 countries around the globe

The Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports have been the United States’ principal record of 
political and historical open source intelligence for more than 65 years. The original mission of the FBIS was to monitor, 
record, transcribe and translate radio broadcasts from foreign governments, official news services and clandestine 
broadcasts from occupied territories. 

Many of these materials are first-hand reports of events as they occurred, and, in most cases, the English-language 
translations of broadcasts within FBIS Daily Reports represent the only surviving records. As such, this exceptional 
collection of transcripts provides exclusive insight into world history in the second half of the 20th century. 

Translated materials form a distinctive English-language resource
Without translations, researchers must either limit their research projects to primary sources in languages they understand 
or rely entirely on secondary sources. The vast majority of articles in FBIS Daily Reports were translated into English 
from their original languages, and as such constitute an indispensable and easy-to-use tool for students of international 
political science, world history and more. In addition, FBIS Daily Reports serve as a storehouse of information on the 
world’s cultures, uniquely capturing how societies change over time.

First-hand views on international events and issues
With Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports, students and scholars are afforded intriguing local perspectives on the rise to power of Pol Pot in 
Cambodia, Deng Xiaoping in China, Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran, Mikhail Gorbachev in the Soviet Union, Lech Walesa in Poland, Indira Gandhi in India, Benazir 
Bhutto in Pakistan and many others. 

Momentous events — covered with unmatched detail as they unfolded — include the peace agreement between Egypt and Israel, Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, 
formation of the Sandinista government in Nicaragua, student takeover of Tiananmen Square, opening of the Berlin Wall, freeing of Nelson Mandela, Persian Gulf 
War, break up of the Soviet Union, beginning of the Rwandan genocide and much more. 

1996       199519941993199219911990198919881987198619851984198219801978

FBIS in the news

“During some periods, such as the chaotic Cultural Revolution, FBIS was virtually the only reliable source  
of information for China scholars and government agencies.” — Los Angeles Times (January 14, 1997)

“Irreplaceable information about the world outside.” — The Boston Globe (January 13, 1997)

“America’s window on the world for 50 years.” — The Washington Times (December 30, 1996)

Excerpts of statements in support of FBIS provided in 1996 to the Federation of American Scientists

“...absolutely invaluable to scholars and researchers in dozens of disciplines...perhaps the best and most complete 
chronicle of current events in existence.”                      — William O. Beeman, Department of Anthropology, Brown University

“For ‘denied areas’ like China, the former USSR, Iraq and Syria, ‘open source’ materials from FBIS have always provided 
an extremely high proportion of what any of us knew.... And most critically, media information plays a critical role in 
what is sometimes called ‘warnings intelligence’ — prediction of imminent military attack or intervention. This has been 
demonstrated repeatedly...”                                  — H. Lyman Miller, Associate Professor and Director, China Studies Program,  
                                                                                             School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University

“Since World War II, FBIS has served as one of the most important sources of detailed and reliable information on 
countries throughout the world, many of which receive little or no coverage in the international media. Countless 
academic studies have relied on this source for primary research about radio, TV and print reporting on countries around 
the world, including translations of full texts of speeches and political commentaries that are available from no other 
source.... The collected reporting of FBIS is a unique and irreplaceable resource...”

— Gary G. Sick, Senior Research Scholar, Columbia University

Khmer Rouge defeat 
Cambodian government; 
36 nations accept Helsinki 
Accord; civil war starts in 
Lebanon.
 

1975 1976

Angola joins the United 
Nations; Ebola virus 
breaks out in Zaire; 
North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam unite.
 

China expels The 
Gang of Four; Spain 
holds first democratic 
elections since Franco 
regime.
 

1977

South African Prime 
Minister Botha begins 
dismantling apartheid; 
Muslim fundamentalists 
in Iran demand the Shah’s 
removal. 

 

Egyptian President Sadat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Begin sign peace treaty;
U.S.S.R. invades 
Afghanistan. 

1979

Iran-Iraq War starts; 
Lech Walesa leads 
a strike by shipyard 
workers; 58 countries 
boycott Moscow summer 
Olympics.

Iran releases hostages 
held 444 days; Francois 
Mitterrand becomes 
president of France; 
Pope John Paul II is 
wounded. 

1981

The Hama Massacre 
begins in Syria; 
Argentina invades the 
Falkland Islands. 

Poland announces end 
of martial law; anti-
Tamil riots break out in 
Sri Lanka; Soviet Union 
shoots down Korean 
Air Flight 007. 

1983

Peace and Friendship 
Treaty signed between 
Argentina and Chile;
Indira Gandhi orders 
troops to the Sikh 
Golden Temple.  

Mikhail Gorbachev 
becomes general secretary 
of the Communist Party 
in the U.S.S.R.; Sandinista 
Daniel Ortega becomes 
president of Nicaragua. 
  

Desmond Tutu 
becomes archbishop of 
Cape Town; Chernobyl 
nuclear plant in the 
Ukraine explodes. 

Portugal signs 
agreement to return 
Macau to China; First 
Intifada begins in the 
Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 
 

Benazir Bhutto elected 
prime minister in 
Pakistan; military 
coup seizes control in 
Myanmar.

Germans begin 
dismantling Berlin 
Wall; dissident groups 
rise in Czechoslovakia; 
demonstrations begin 
in Tiananmen Square. 

Iraq invades Kuwait; 
Akihito assumes Japan’s 
Chrysanthemum Throne; 
Lech Walesa becomes 
president of Poland. 

Persian Gulf War begins; 
Warsaw Pact is officially 
dissolved; Baltic republics 
declare independence; 
Boris Yeltsin becomes 
Russian president.  

Boris Yeltsin announces that 
Russia will stop targeting 
U.S. with nuclear weapons; 
Yugoslavia collapses as Europe 
recognizes Croatia and Slovenia; 
El Salvador’s civil war ends.  

Czechoslovakia splits 
into the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia; Sihanouk 
becomes Cambodian king;
European Union is 
formed. 

Civil war erupts in 
Rwanda; Nelson Mandela 
elected South African 
president; leaders of Israel 
and Jordan sign peace 
treaty. 

Mexican peso collapses; Russia 
and the breakaway republic of 
Chechnya establish truce; France 
explodes five underground 
nuclear devices; Serbia, Bosnia 
and Croatia end fighting. 

Conflicts in central 
Africa between Tutsi and 
Hutu create a refugee 
crisis; Yasser Arafat re-
elected president of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Beijing after the 1989 Tiananmen Square repression.

Russian Air Force personnel discussing war strategy in 1993 
over a map at headquarters of the 201st Division.

From top to bottom: India’s Indira Gandhi, 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein and Iran’s Ayatollah 
Khomeini. 

Soldiers drape a portrait in 1993 of Muhammed 
Ali Jinnah, Pakistan’s founder.
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Announcing the online edition

FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 
(FBIS) DAILY REPORTS, 1974-1996 

Created by the U.S. intelligence community to benefit policy makers 
and analysts, FBIS Daily Reports offer foreign views and perspectives 
on historical events from thousands of monitored broadcasts and 
publications. 

Translated into English from more than 50 languages — from Arabic 
to Swahili — these comprehensive media reports from around the 
globe include news, interviews, speeches and editorial commentary. 
For decades, these wide-ranging reports have been invaluable to 
students and scholars in the academic community.

This authoritative digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 
will provide major new teaching and research opportunities in such 
disciplines as area studies, international political science, military and 
diplomatic history, communication and propaganda studies and  
world history. 

“Scholars and students in an increasingly globalized world 
must engage with the history and cultural perspectives of other 
countries. The FBIS Daily Reports are a crucial resource for those 
seeking to understand events from other countries’ standpoints. 
Digitization will dramatically expose the breadth and depth of this 
unique material.”
— Julie Linden, Government Information Librarian, Yale University

To request a free trial, contact Readex today 
at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

A wealth of translated media reports from every FBIS region 
Fully searchable across all regions, Readex’s definitive digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 is 
organized into eight parts that include reports from:

 •  Middle East and [North] Africa (MEA), 1974-1987; Near East and South Asia (NES), 1987-1996

 •  South Asia (SAS), 1980-1987; Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), 1974-1980 and (AFR), 1987-1996

 •  China (CHI), 1974-1996

 •  Asia and the Pacific (APA), 1974-1987; East Asia (EAS), 1987-1996

 •  Latin America (LAT and LAM), 1974-1996

 •  Eastern Europe (EEU), 1974-1996

 •  Soviet Union/Central Eurasia (SOV), 1974-1996

 •  Western Europe (WEU), 1974-1996

An indispensable resource of materials selected by the Central Intelligence Agency 
In short, FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996 offers an abundance of credible, primary source information on events, 
people and problems around the globe. A vital source for understanding and analyzing world affairs and strategic 
policy issues, this online edition will be extensively used by students, faculty and scholars to research a wide 
variety of international topics.

To request a free trial, contact Readex today at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

1974

Turkish forces 
invade Cyprus; India 
detonates atomic 
bomb. 

Timeline

Unfiltered perspectives from more than 100 countries around the globe

The Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports have been the United States’ principal record of 
political and historical open source intelligence for more than 65 years. The original mission of the FBIS was to monitor, 
record, transcribe and translate radio broadcasts from foreign governments, official news services and clandestine 
broadcasts from occupied territories. 

Many of these materials are first-hand reports of events as they occurred, and, in most cases, the English-language 
translations of broadcasts within FBIS Daily Reports represent the only surviving records. As such, this exceptional 
collection of transcripts provides exclusive insight into world history in the second half of the 20th century. 

Translated materials form a distinctive English-language resource
Without translations, researchers must either limit their research projects to primary sources in languages they understand 
or rely entirely on secondary sources. The vast majority of articles in FBIS Daily Reports were translated into English 
from their original languages, and as such constitute an indispensable and easy-to-use tool for students of international 
political science, world history and more. In addition, FBIS Daily Reports serve as a storehouse of information on the 
world’s cultures, uniquely capturing how societies change over time.

First-hand views on international events and issues
With Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports, students and scholars are afforded intriguing local perspectives on the rise to power of Pol Pot in 
Cambodia, Deng Xiaoping in China, Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran, Mikhail Gorbachev in the Soviet Union, Lech Walesa in Poland, Indira Gandhi in India, Benazir 
Bhutto in Pakistan and many others. 

Momentous events — covered with unmatched detail as they unfolded — include the peace agreement between Egypt and Israel, Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, 
formation of the Sandinista government in Nicaragua, student takeover of Tiananmen Square, opening of the Berlin Wall, freeing of Nelson Mandela, Persian Gulf 
War, break up of the Soviet Union, beginning of the Rwandan genocide and much more. 

1996       199519941993199219911990198919881987198619851984198219801978

FBIS in the news

“During some periods, such as the chaotic Cultural Revolution, FBIS was virtually the only reliable source  
of information for China scholars and government agencies.” — Los Angeles Times (January 14, 1997)

“Irreplaceable information about the world outside.” — The Boston Globe (January 13, 1997)

“America’s window on the world for 50 years.” — The Washington Times (December 30, 1996)

Excerpts of statements in support of FBIS provided in 1996 to the Federation of American Scientists

“...absolutely invaluable to scholars and researchers in dozens of disciplines...perhaps the best and most complete 
chronicle of current events in existence.”                      — William O. Beeman, Department of Anthropology, Brown University

“For ‘denied areas’ like China, the former USSR, Iraq and Syria, ‘open source’ materials from FBIS have always provided 
an extremely high proportion of what any of us knew.... And most critically, media information plays a critical role in 
what is sometimes called ‘warnings intelligence’ — prediction of imminent military attack or intervention. This has been 
demonstrated repeatedly...”                                  — H. Lyman Miller, Associate Professor and Director, China Studies Program,  
                                                                                             School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University

“Since World War II, FBIS has served as one of the most important sources of detailed and reliable information on 
countries throughout the world, many of which receive little or no coverage in the international media. Countless 
academic studies have relied on this source for primary research about radio, TV and print reporting on countries around 
the world, including translations of full texts of speeches and political commentaries that are available from no other 
source.... The collected reporting of FBIS is a unique and irreplaceable resource...”

— Gary G. Sick, Senior Research Scholar, Columbia University

Khmer Rouge defeat 
Cambodian government; 
36 nations accept Helsinki 
Accord; civil war starts in 
Lebanon.
 

1975 1976

Angola joins the United 
Nations; Ebola virus 
breaks out in Zaire; 
North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam unite.
 

China expels The 
Gang of Four; Spain 
holds first democratic 
elections since Franco 
regime.
 

1977

South African Prime 
Minister Botha begins 
dismantling apartheid; 
Muslim fundamentalists 
in Iran demand the Shah’s 
removal. 

 

Egyptian President Sadat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Begin sign peace treaty;
U.S.S.R. invades 
Afghanistan. 

1979

Iran-Iraq War starts; 
Lech Walesa leads 
a strike by shipyard 
workers; 58 countries 
boycott Moscow summer 
Olympics.

Iran releases hostages 
held 444 days; Francois 
Mitterrand becomes 
president of France; 
Pope John Paul II is 
wounded. 

1981

The Hama Massacre 
begins in Syria; 
Argentina invades the 
Falkland Islands. 

Poland announces end 
of martial law; anti-
Tamil riots break out in 
Sri Lanka; Soviet Union 
shoots down Korean 
Air Flight 007. 

1983

Peace and Friendship 
Treaty signed between 
Argentina and Chile;
Indira Gandhi orders 
troops to the Sikh 
Golden Temple.  

Mikhail Gorbachev 
becomes general secretary 
of the Communist Party 
in the U.S.S.R.; Sandinista 
Daniel Ortega becomes 
president of Nicaragua. 
  

Desmond Tutu 
becomes archbishop of 
Cape Town; Chernobyl 
nuclear plant in the 
Ukraine explodes. 

Portugal signs 
agreement to return 
Macau to China; First 
Intifada begins in the 
Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 
 

Benazir Bhutto elected 
prime minister in 
Pakistan; military 
coup seizes control in 
Myanmar.

Germans begin 
dismantling Berlin 
Wall; dissident groups 
rise in Czechoslovakia; 
demonstrations begin 
in Tiananmen Square. 

Iraq invades Kuwait; 
Akihito assumes Japan’s 
Chrysanthemum Throne; 
Lech Walesa becomes 
president of Poland. 

Persian Gulf War begins; 
Warsaw Pact is officially 
dissolved; Baltic republics 
declare independence; 
Boris Yeltsin becomes 
Russian president.  

Boris Yeltsin announces that 
Russia will stop targeting 
U.S. with nuclear weapons; 
Yugoslavia collapses as Europe 
recognizes Croatia and Slovenia; 
El Salvador’s civil war ends.  

Czechoslovakia splits 
into the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia; Sihanouk 
becomes Cambodian king;
European Union is 
formed. 

Civil war erupts in 
Rwanda; Nelson Mandela 
elected South African 
president; leaders of Israel 
and Jordan sign peace 
treaty. 

Mexican peso collapses; Russia 
and the breakaway republic of 
Chechnya establish truce; France 
explodes five underground 
nuclear devices; Serbia, Bosnia 
and Croatia end fighting. 

Conflicts in central 
Africa between Tutsi and 
Hutu create a refugee 
crisis; Yasser Arafat re-
elected president of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Beijing after the 1989 Tiananmen Square repression.

Russian Air Force personnel discussing war strategy in 1993 
over a map at headquarters of the 201st Division.

From top to bottom: India’s Indira Gandhi, 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein and Iran’s Ayatollah 
Khomeini. 

Soldiers drape a portrait in 1993 of Muhammed 
Ali Jinnah, Pakistan’s founder.
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FOREIGN 
BROADCAST 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 
DAILY REPORTS, 1974-1996

Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) Daily Reports, 1974-1996

• New, fully searchable online edition for students and scholars of area studies,  
   political science and world history 

• Transcripts of foreign broadcasts and news from thousands of sources, translated  
   into English

• A wealth of unfiltered information from more than 100 countries around the globe 
   — from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe

• Ideal for understanding all sides of issues and events that preceded current  
   crises around the world 

“Many of these materials are literally transcripts of events as they occurred, right down 
to parenthetical asides inserted by the FBIS transcriber-translator: ‘Gunfire heard in 
background’ of a Ghanaian radio news program in progress as the station was stormed 
in an attempted coup.

“FBIS brings to the mind’s eye what on-the-spot video does now: it makes the events 
of the last half of the 20th century come alive, as well as guarantee that first-hand 
descriptions will survive to tell the tale even after events have been deconstructed, re-
assembled and interpreted according to the prevailing political and historical theories of 
the day.”

— Glenda Pearson, Human Rights Librarian, University of Washington 

To request a free trial, contact Readex today at 800.762.8182 or sales@readex.com.

A unique window on the world from non-U.S. sources, 
offering diverse international perspectives on local, 
national and regional events as they unfolded.

“Plunges the user directly into  
moments when history was made.” 
— Glenda Pearson, Human Rights Librarian,  

    University of Washington 

www.readex.com

Praise for the Readex digital edition of FBIS Daily Reports, 1974-1996

“An online edition of the FBIS Daily Reports — offering full-text, consistently reliable English translations 
from the original news reports in dozens of languages from every region of the world — presents broad new 
opportunities for students shaping their research topics.... The capability to perform full-text searches of a resource 
previously available only in microform will open up years and years of information from foreign news sources 
that may not have been used before because of the effort required to access the material.... This exciting resource 
provides access to primary source material of critical international importance and to the students and scholars 
researching diverse aspects of our global society.”

— Donna Koepp, Former Head of Government Documents & Microforms/Head of Reference & Instructional Services, 
and John Collins, Reference/Documents Librarian, both Harvard College Library

“The premier collection of translated foreign press available in English.”
— R. William Ayres, Ph.D., Director, Center for Global Citizenship, and Associate Professor of International Relations, Elizabethtown College

“The new online searchable edition opens new avenues for important research in the social sciences and humanities.”
— Robert A. Pape, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago

“A searchable online version of the FBIS Daily Reports will prove to be even more invaluable to future researchers.”
— Robert Bookmiller, Ph.D., Director of International Studies and Associate Professor, Department of Government and Political Affairs, Millersville University of Pennsylvania

Readex’s FBIS Advisory Board

Jerry Breeze, Columbia University 

Tim Byrne, University of Colorado at Boulder

Betty Febo, Wellesley College 

Isabel D. Holowaty, University of Oxford

Kelly Janousek, California State University, Long Beach

Sue Kendall, San Jose State University
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Introducing the digital edition

A military parade on the 
35th anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China 
in 1984.

UN soldier helps evacuate a Bosnian citizen from the city 
of Mostar, circa 1993.

A Nelson Mandela supporter wearing a 
campaign poster in 1994.

Afghan Mujahideen standing on a destroyed Russian 
helicopter in 1980.

Soldier in the Civil War in Cambodia.

Julie A. Linden, Yale University 

Mary Mallory, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Chris Palazzolo, Emory University 

Glenda Pearson, University of Washington 

Michael Poulin, Colgate University

©
Pa

tr
ic

k 
C

ha
uv

el
/S

yg
m

a/
C

or
bi

s

©
Pa

sc
al

 M
an

ou
ki

an
/S

yg
m

a/
C

or
bi

s

©
Lo

ui
se

 G
ub

b/
C

or
bi

s

©
K

ot
e 

Ro
dr

ig
o/

EF
E/

C
or

bi
s




