" POOR RICHARP's MAXIMS.

Extsated from Dr. Berjamin Franklin's
’ Pelitical Warks,

“The WAY to WEALTH,”
As clearly fhewn in the preface of an old
Pennfylvania  Almanack, intitled
‘poor Richard improved,’ which con-
tains a molt ufzful and inftru@ive lef-
fon for people of all ranks; and, if
duly attended to cannot fail rewarding
the reader abundantly for his pains
CotrTEOUS READER, - -,

»Have heard that nothing gives an
I author fo great pleafure as to find
his works refpe@fully quoted by others,
Judge, then, how much I muft havebeen
gratified by an accident I am going to
relate'to you, 1 ftoppedmy horfe larely,
where a great number of people were
colleted at .an auion of merchants
goods. The hour of fale not being
come, they were converfing onthe bad-,
nefs of the times, and one of the compa-
ny called to a plain, clean, old man, with
iwhite’ lock’s, pray. father Abraham,
wehat think you of the times? Will not
thefe taxes quile1uip the country ! How

fhall we be ever able to pay them?

What would yon advife us to,”—Father

- Abraham ftood up, and replied, if you
will have my advice, I will givé it you
in fhort, for a word to the wife is
enough,’, as poor Ricliard fays. They
joined in defiring him to fpeak his mind,

*and gathering round him he proceeded

as follows: v .

' ¢ Friend, fuys he, the taxes are indecd
very heavy; and if thofc laid o1 by govern-
ment were the only ones we had to pay,
we might more eafily difcharge them;
but we have many others, and much
mote grevious to fome ofus. We are
taxed twice as much by our idlenefs,
three times as much’by our pride, and
four times as much by our folly; and-
from thefe taxes the commiffioners can-
not eafe or deliver us, by allowing an
abatement, Mowever, let us hearken
to good advice, and fonicthing may be
done forus; ¢ God helps. them that help
themfelves,” as poor Richard fays.

1. ¢ It would bg thought a hard go-
vernment that thould tax its people onz
tenth part of theirtime to,be employedin
its fervice : but idlencfs taxes many of us
muchmore ; {loth, bringing on difeafes,
abfolutely fhortens life. ¢ Sloth, like
ruft, confumes fafter than labor wears,
while the ufed key is always bright, " as
poor Richard fays.—¢¢ But doft thou loye

. life, then do not fquander time, for that
is the fuff life, is made of,” as poor

Richard fays, ¢ How much more then
is neceffary do we- fpend in fleep ! for-
getting that the fleeping fox catchg‘s no
poulery, and that there will be fleeping
enough in the grave, ’ as poor Richard
fays,

¢ If time be of all things the moft
precious, walling time maft be,” as
poor Richard fays, the greateft prodi-

* gality ;" fince as he ellewhere tells us,

*¢, Lolt time is never fdund again; & what
we call time enough, is always little
enough: ” let us then up and be dolng,
and doing to the purpefe; for by dili-
gence we fhall do more with lefs
perplexity, ¢ Sloth makes all things
difficult, hut induftry all eafy ; and he
thatrifeth late muft trotall day, and fhall
{carce overtake his bufinefs, at night ;
while "lazipefs travels fo flowly, that
poverty foon overtakes him. Drive thy
baufinefs, let not bufinefs drive thee ; and
early to bed, and early to rite, makesa
man healthy, wealthy," and wife, as
Poor Richard fays. - i

[* Dr. Franklin, withing to colle® into one
picce all the fayings upon the followin fubjedls,
which he dropped in the courle of publ ifling the
Almnanacds, called Poor Richard ; introdyces Fa-
ther Abiaham for this purpofe, Henee it is, that
Poar Richard is too _often wanted, and that, in the
Emre'm title, he is faid to beimproved, Notwith-

anding the firoke of humour in the concludin
paragaphof this ad Irefs, Pour Richard (Smmdms§
and Fathef, Abraham have provedin America, that
they ate no commod preachers, And fhall we, bro-
ther Irithmen, retufe good fenfe and favir, know-

ledae, becaule 1 comes from the other fide of the
waler,]

¢ So what figuifics wifhing and loping
for better times; we may make thefe
times better, if we bellir  ourfelves.
“Induftry, reed not wifh, and He that
lives.upon hope, will die falting, There
are no gains without pains ; then help
hands, for Ihaveno lapds, ”or, if I
have they are {martly taxed. ¢ He that
hath a trade hath an eftate; 2nd he that
hath calling, hath an oflice of profit and
honor, " as poor Rjckard fays ; but
¢ then the trade'muft be worked at, orthe
calling well followed, or ncither the
cltate nor the officewill enableus to pay
our taxes, If we are induftrious we
fhall heyer tarve , for, ¢ atthe working
man’s houfe hunger looks in, but dares
not enter.”’ Nor will the bailiff or the
conltable enter, for, induftry paysdebts,
while defpair encreafeth them. > What
though you have found no treafure, nor
has any rich relation léft youa legacy,
‘“diligence is the mother of good luck,
and God gives all things to indultry,
Then plow deep, while ﬁuggards fleep, |
and you fhall have corn to fell and to
keep.” Work while it is called to-day,
for you know not how much you nay be
hindered to-morrow. ¢ One to-day is!
worth two to-morrows, ”’ as poar Ri-
chard fays ; and father, neverleave that
till to morrow, which you can’ do to'
day)—Ifyou were a fervant, would
you not be afhamed that a good mafter
fhould catch you idle} Are.you then
your own malter? be afhamedto catch
yourfelf idle, when there is fo muslt to
be dene for yourfelf, ypur family, your
country, andyous king. Handle your
tools without mittens, remember that
“ the catin gloves catches nomice,” as
poor Richard fays. Itis true, there is
much tobe done, and perhaps, you are
weak-handed ; bur ftick to it fteadily,
and you will fee great effe&ts; for ¢ con-
ftant dvopping wears away flones ; and
by diligence and patience the moufc ate
in, two the cable; and little frokes fell
Hreat oaks.”
¢ "Methinks I hear fome of you fay,
¢ ¥ulta man afford himfelf no leifure 7
1+ill tell thee, my friend what poor
hard fays ; ¢ Employ thy time well,
rumeanclt to gain leifure, and, fince

)

tl art not fure of a minute, throw
no  way an houf.”” Leifure is time for
do  fomething uféful; this leifure the
dik,  :t manwill obtain, but the lazy
man  ver; for, ““ Alife ofleifure, and
alife  lazine(s are twothings, Many,
with - ' would live bytheir wits

oul' by ... :icak 1or want of ftock,”
w? sreasindubvy gives comfort, and plen.
‘ /5 and refpe. “*Fly pleafures and they
will follow yon. Thediligent fpinner has
a large fhift, and now [ have afheepanda
cow and every body bids me:goodmor-
row.”

1L ¢But with éur induftry we muft like-
wife be fteady, fettled, and careful, and
overfee our owi affairs with our own
cyes, and ot ‘truft too much to others,
¢ for, as Poor Richard fays’
Inever faw an oft removed ireg,
Nor yegan oft removed family,
That throve {o well as thofe that fettled

be,” .

And again, ¥ Three removes are as bad
asa fire,” and again, “Keep thy fhop,
and thy hop will keep thee,” and again,
ifyou would have your bufinefs done, go,
ifnot fend.¢ And again,

He thatby the plough would thrive.
Himfelf muft either hold or drive.”

(7o be continued.)
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