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A Letter to a Lady on her Marriaze, 5
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oy % you are begipning to enter intoa Courfe of Life;
K583 where youwill wane muchAdvife to diret you from

" falling into many Errors, Fopperies, and Follies to
which your Sex is Subjet ; I have always born an intireFriend-
fhip ro your Father & Mother, & the Perfon they have Chofen
for your Husband hath been for fome Years paft, my particular
Favourite ; I have long wift'd you mighe come rogether, be-
caufe I hopsed, that from the goodnefs of your difpofition, and
by following the Counfel of wife Friends, you might in rime
make your fcIf worthy of him. Your Parents were {o far in the
right,thar chey did nor produce you much into theWorld,where-
by you avoided many wrong fteps which others have taken, and
have fewer ill Impreffions to be remov'd ; bus they fail'd, as ris
generally the caft;in too much negle@ing to cultivate yourMind,
without which ic is Impoflible to acquire or preferve the Friend-
fhip and Efteem of a Wife Man, who foon grows weary of Att.
ing the Lover, and treating his Wife like a Miftrefs, bur wants
a reafonable Companion, “and a 'TRUE FRIEND thro’ every
Stage of Life, Icmuft be therefore your Bufinefs coQualify your:
Lelf with thofeOffices wherein I will not fail to be your dirc&tor,
as long as L thick you thall defe1ve iry by letring you know how
youare to A€, and whac you ought to Avoid: and beware of
defpifing or negleéting my Inftruétions,whereon will depend not
only your making a good Figure.in the World, but your own

arell to you.

I mult cherefore defire you in the fillt place, tobe very flow
in changing the Modelt Behaviour of a Virgin : it is ufual in
Young Wives, before'they have been many Weeks Married, to
Affume 2 bold forward Look and manner of Talking, asiif they
intended to {ignify in all Companies, that they were no longer
Girls; and confequently thac their whole demeanure before they
got 2 Husband, was all but 2 countinance and conftrdint upon
their Nawre ; whereas I fuppofe if the Vores of Wife Men were
qathered, a very great'Majarity would be in favour of thofe
Ladies, who after they wereenter’d into that Szate,rather choofc
o dauble their Portion of Modefty and Refervednefs. o

I muft likewife warn you firi€tly againft the leaft degree of
Fondnefs to your Husband before any Witnefs whatfoever, even
before your neareft Relations, or the very Maids of your Chame
ber ; this proceeding is fo exceeding Odious and Difguftfulyco
all}who have exther good Bieeding or good Senfe, thac they Af.
ﬁgn two very unamiable reafons for it,the one is groftHypocrify,
and che other has too bad a name to mention ; if there is any
difference to be made, your Husband 1s.the loweft Perfon in

ompany, cither ac home or abroad, and every Gentleman pre-
fenrhas ‘a beteer claim "to all marks of Civility and Diflinétion
from you : Conceal your Efteem andLove in.your own Breaft,
and referve your kind Looks and Language for Private Hours,
vihich ard fo many in the, Twenty-four, . ‘that they willafford
tiroe to employ a Paffion as Exalted as any that was ever de-
feribed in a French Romance. ! oL

Upon this head, T fhould likewife advife you to differ in prac.
tice from thofe Laiesds who Affeft abundance of uneafinefs while
their Husbands are abroad, ftare with every knock ac the Door,
and ring the Bell inceflantly for the Scryants o ket in their
Mafter ; will not Ear a bit at Dinner or Supper if the Husband
happens to Ray our, and receive him ac his return with fuch a
Medley of Chiding, and Kindnef, and Catechifing him where
he bas been, that a Shrew from Billingfgate would be a more
reaty and eligible Companion, )

i Ofthe fame Leaven are thofe Wives who when their, Huf>
bands are gonc a Journsy, muft have a Lener every Poft upon
pain of Fits and Hyfericks, and a Day” mult be fixed for cheic

jreturn home, withour the leaft allowance for Bufinefs, orSick-
nefs, or Accidents, or Weather : upon which'} can only' fay,
thac in niy Obfervation, thofe Ladys who were apt to-make’the
greacef} clutter upon fuch Occafions, would Liberally h.'w;:'_gai(l
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a Mefleriger, for bringing them News thae thélr Husbandd had
byoken their Necks on the, Ruad, ’ il

’;’_1-‘ *4 You will perhaps,be  Ofiénfed-when I advife Yo ra abaté ‘a
iftle of thar Violen: Paffion for ‘Fine Cloaths fo, predofinuihtin
A Ao Tr jsn el hard shasiourty Sepdufehefoli beie

them, are not admitred o be of your Councll 5 I maj venturcieg?
aflure you that we will make.in abatemenc,ar any timg of Foup
Ponnds a Yard in a Brocade, if the Ladys will bur alloy a fiie-
able addition of care in the Cleanlinefs and Sweetnefs of th-c}nl
Perfons ; for_the Saryrical; pare of Mankind will'needs Believe,
thac ic is not Impoflible to Be very fine and veryfilthy, and thac®
the Capacities of a Lady are fomerimes apt to f3l! fhate in Gilri-
vating Cleanlinefs and Finéry togecher ; 1 hall onlf ‘addl} tpon.
fo tender a Subjedt what a pleafant Gentleman faid cancerning 2
filly Woman of Quallicy ; that nothing could make hef Supporra~
ble birdddicg off lier Head for his Ears were Offended by hect
Tongut, dAnd his Nofe by her Hair"and Teeth. T .
Lam Wholly ava lofs how ‘o 4dvife you ift theCholcé of youg*
Company, which howeverisa point of as grear Importanice as®
any in Life : If your general Acquaintance be among Ladys who
are your cquals or Supericurs ; provided they have nothing of
what is commonly called an ill Repucation, you think you are
fafe, and this in the ftile of the World, vill pafs for good Com-
pany ; whereas I am alvaid « willbe hard for you to pick
out one' Female acquaintance in the Town, from whom you wilt
not be inmanifeft danger of contralting fome Foppery, Affe@a-
tion, Vanity, Folly or Vice, your anly fafe way of Conv'crﬁng .
with "em,is by a fitn refolution to proceed in your Prattice and
Behaviour, direéily contrary to whatfoever they fhall fay or doy i
apd chis I ke to be a good gencral Rule, with very fow Ex.,.

%8" Happinefs, as well as chat of the Pesfon who ought ro be thewaceptions, for inftante,” it the DoGtrines they "M’ually deliver to -
3

young Married Women for managing rheic Husbands ; cheirfe-
veralaccounts of their own Condutt in thar parcicular, to recon-
mend it to your Imiration,the Refletions chey make upon others
of their Sex for Alting differently : their dire&tions how to
come off with Viétory upon any difpute or quarrel you may
have with your Husband ; the Ars by which you may difcover
and prattice upon his weak fides when 10 work byFlantery and
Iuﬁnuariqn; when to mele him withTears ; and when to cngage »
with a high hand ; in thefe and a thoufaind other Cafes icbwkill
be prudent to retain as many of their LeQures in your Memory .
as you can, and then determine o A& in full Oppoffiitn.co
them all; I
I hope your Husband_ will interpofe his Authority, ro limic
you in the Trade of Viliting, half a.dozen Fools:are in all Gon-
ftience as many as you fhould require,and it will be fufficient for
you go fee them twice a Year ; for I think the Fafhion does noc
exatt that/Vifitsthould be paid to Friends» I advice chat your
Company'at home fhould confift of Men rather than Wémen ;
to fay the Truth, I never.yer knew a tollerable Woman ro be
fond of her own Sex ;I canfefs,when both are inixt and well +

Chofeny and put their beft Quallities forward, there may be an °

intctcourfeiof Civillicy and go, ~Will ; which witly the Addition.
of fome degree of good Senfs, wan make Converfacion( &n any
Amufement agreeable 3 but a knot of Ladiessgonitogether by
t emfelveg)is 4 very School of Impertinence andDetraétion ; and
G is-well if thofe be the worll, g
" Let your Men Acquaintance be of your Husbasds. Ghaice,and
not recomimended to you by any She Companions; becaufe they’l
certainly fix a Coxcomb upon ‘you, and it will coft you fome
time and pains before you can arrive-at the knowledge of dif-
tinguithing fuch a2 one from a man of Senfe, )’ .
Neper take a Favourite-waiting-maid into yiour »Cabinet
Councel, to centertain you with hifforys of thoféiLedys whom
the hath formerly ferved, of their diverfions, and'their dreflcy,,
to infinudte how greac a Fortune you boughr, and how licle
youareallow'd to {quander ; roAppealfron herto your Hushand,
and ro be derermined by her Judgment, becaufe you are fure je
will be al¥ays for you ; to receive& difcard Servans by her ap-
probation’ or dislike, to engage you by her infiguations into
mifunderftandings wich your beft Friends, to reprefine all things
in falfe Colbursand to be the common emiffary of Scandal,

. .
C Zhe Reyander mufe b reforved for anather time. 3 .-,
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