|'said was true. about Negro baseball.

im Crow got its most se- .
4

vere' setback last -week.
Branch R:ckey, president of the -Brooklyn
Dodgers, announced that his clup had sign-
ed Jackie Robmson. former UCLA star ath-

lete, for the: Montreal Club. Robinson, who'

was a lieutenant in World War ll goes to
the Dodgers farm “here players are season-
ed and cither make the, Big " Lugue compe-
tmon or remain in obscurity.

Sc\cnl months ago, I was among. editors
and sports writers of the Negro and v-hite
press who sat in Branch Rickey's commoJious

questions ‘as "to] why the Dodgers had not

-offices in_ Brookfyn and heard him evade|.

signed a Negro for their -team. after two-Ne-

gro phyers had been- tned ont ~in Sprmg
practice at Bear Mountains. <

ruled out of his con*
ference the subject of
Negro. ball plsyers

lash out furjously at
Negro baseball, criti-
cising not only the
players .but also the
busmess cthlcs of the owners of clubs. In
brief,
such thing as Negro baseball, and he said
that there would lave to be'a lot of mend-
ing of ways before l\egroca cond gain any
status of having “Leagpes.”
Unfortunately a lot of what Mr. Rickey
Sev-
eral owners who wére present at.the con-
ference admitted the truth of the statements.
But all. of the charges that the Dodgers bass
made against Negro baseball were not true,

wearng Dodgers uni-
forms, and proreded to .

declated chat he had no financial mterest in
the new league but would be of whatever

‘assistance he could in guiding its president.

When I left that meetmg. along with oth-
ers I had formed the opinion that it would
be a hot day in December before Rickey

.would ever have a Negro wear the uniform

of organized (white) baseball. 1 felt that

“his blessing ‘of the United States League

was a mere subterfuge to which he could

| point if and when the -State Commission

Against Discrimination ever got around ta

.investigating jim crow in major league base-
-ball -in New York State.

Mr. Rickey's announcement "last week,

.then, of signing up Jackie Rabinscn came

as a pleasant surprise. The statements of

‘baseball club owners, managers, players and
+-officials have been -equally surprising, From
Mr. . Rickey quickly '
" come.

all parts of the country, the statements have
. Sports writers, by and large, North
and South, have given Robinspnt good press.
A few New York writers who admitted in

‘their columns to being born in..the South,

did not like the idea saymg it created many
unpleasant problems, particularly the prob-

Jem of training and traveling in the Soﬁth.

Mr." Rickey said: that there was no

——em———t e~

as the Negro writers and a few whits sports-

writers pointed out.
In any event, the bombshell Mr. Rirkey
threw at his meeting was the announcement

of the formation of the United States League | a

—a ‘new league of Negro clubs. whch he
said would try to bring Negro baseball up
to the standard of the white leagues.

! be so many wishing to see him fail,

i

He ! net belong in

But it remained for Branch Rickey, Jr.. -
take the bull by the horns and answer sev‘
eral Dodgers (born in thic South) who de-
clared that they wouldn’t play with a Ne-
gro,  Young Rickey weunt the whole hog
and said that if there v/ere any playery on
the Dodgers team who refused to play with .
Robinson as a teammate they didn't have
to stay on the team. For whirh, bravo, Mr.
Rickey, Jn!

Jackie Robinson is. entering “white” base-
ball with the eyes of all focussed upon him.
Athlete and level-headed person that he is
reputed to be, he should be a success. His ix
not "an enviable position because there will
. Bug,
knowing that should be his main source of
strength. Knowing that he will have to be
“Superman” will bring out the best in him:

! and the best in him should prove sufficient

to break up~another myth that Negroes do
“white” baseball.




