“he Bducatioual Value of “Nenm,
| What Is “news” today wil be his-
Lory tomotrow. Na one would be bold
enough lo deny that history 13 one of
(e wnast essentin] branches of modern
education, yet che proposltion (hat (he
atudy of tho nens of tho day Is of
cqual valug, Is, Indeed, but a part
of tho study of history, would piobe
ably Le challenged Ly} many. Those
who value histmy as o pludy eannot
consistently, however, deny to ihe
study of news au equal yalue, for it
ts plalnly apparent thit the hagpen-
fugs of today are but the progiess of
history It tho hnowledge of what the
woild did and thought o hundied
sleepy Years ago 18 of vaue In educa-
tlan, then it must be of equal It not
gieater yalue to know what the world
taday, the people nbout us in our own
and In nelghboifng lands, we dolng
and thinklng,

The most matked und Elgnifiant
tendeney In education tmlay 4 the
deeper appieciation of the modern

spirit We may obsenve this i the
1evolt from the elassieal studies, and
1 the modernizing of the schools and
uniyersitles, Lathh and Greek have
Leen dropped from the courses In many
an institution Jong proud of ite clase
sleal reputatlon, and where these au-
clent 1inguages have been retained fn
the curticuluin there has heen u fight
to justify thelr rotentlon—ns mental
gy mnastic The tendeney I9 soen also
In the Increased Interest In  sclence,
especlally those sclences that are prac-
tical and that touch the quick and
pulding lite of the hour, It i3 seen
in the brouder study of Rhlstory and
tn the tracing of the unbroken thieids
that, when duly seen, bind us hand and
heart to the most anclert of peoples,
to tha enrliest philosophled, 1eliglons,
and myths, The past is interesting to
us moderns chlefly becauso it has beex

demonstrated that we Jssued from It,
and are lts children and helrs,

In other words, 80 Intense Is the in-
teiest In modern things that anclent
things to nwaken any nterest in us,
must be shown to have an intimate
conneclion with the immedlate pres-
ent, to have Leen necessary in the
great revolutlonary process. Tho old
JRomun that sald that he was a man
und that, therefore, nothing that was
human was alien o him, would look
well on a modern board of education
o had tho true modern mpirit, To
keep abreust of the tlmes we must
know what the people of the day are
doing and thinking. It ts of far greater
valuo to us ta know what Ingland and
Gemany and France ore today, and
what the yeople of these and of our
own country are thinking, feeling, and
delng, than it In to know nll of anclent
history; and the study of this “familiac
malter of today” should be of far
greater Interest to us than s tho
study of “vld, unhappy, far-oft things,
and batllen long ago.”

The modern newspaper, as
chronicle of the most fmportant and
interesting things of tho day, should
he o text-baok in every modern school,
In no other way+ls it possible to
learn what the outside worll or the
people In the next State, or tho next
county, or the next strect nre dolng,
and thinking. And as we hase en-
deavored fn brief to show, this Is the
most desirable, because tho most frulte
ful and nccessary of all knowledge.
We must know something of the gicat
curient that Is sweeplng onward. We
are not merely to dritt with tho flotsam
anl wreckage, To be a part of the
current, wa must know what it e, must
move wilh Jt—nat be dragged along.
The only way te learn the nature of
tho current, 1o become part of (ta
vltallzing force, fs to keep In touch
wlth the splrit of the hour; and tha
newepaper I3 tho only text-hook of
thls selence,

Somo object to tha newspaper be
cause If has 50 miuch to do with politics,

Dut Ticeman sald that history was
past politlcs and present politics 13
future history, Aud Iiohbes called
politics “the nrt by which the affalrs,
both of armies and clttes, are cone
ducted to thel’ ends.” Politics fs, Ine
deed, the history of tomorrow. Some
of us may not fancy polilics, but it
18 tho greatest force In a natlon at al-
most any hour of It histors, The
newspuper must, therefore, and should
hase much to do with politics,

Another objection to the use of tha
nowapnper In the xchools Is  that
“news” 9 unceitaln, and (hat what
Is lenrned today may hase Lo bo une
learned tomarrow, or something quite
d@ifferent learned n Hts plice, This
objection had a hetter  standing as
agalnst the papers of tew jears ngo
than agotnst the enterprlsing  and
honest rapers of today, All the
sources of news have been Improved,
and tho dissemination of news i3 not
only far wore rupld, but it I3 far mora
trustworthy, No reputablo newspaper
will now publish unscrified reports,
wheto it s possible to hayo them In
vestigated, and no paper of standing
Wil give £pnce to mere rumor. Lyvery
paper wishcs news, but no reputable
Journal desires sepsntlonal 1eparts, or
Wil admit them to Ita columns,

Thow wlo make this objection to
the newspaper fafl to remember Lhat
the mosl valuable source of facts that
tho hlstorian ever finds a o fle of oid
newspapers, If the “news” s it {1
published 3 50 Inaccurate, 5o untrust-
worthy, how docs It happen that 1t
stands he flery ordeal of time and his-
tole Investigation? The newspaners
of this morning, contalning accounts
of Lhe apening of the congross, of the
measures used by Lurope to break the
stubbom will of “Abdul the Damned,”
vecurding the politleal ecrisls tn Iing-
tand, descilbing tho dark events In
Russla, chronicling the passing of
Korea from the ranks of fadependent
poners—and a thousand other Interests|
Ing and signifcant things—nill some|
day Lo eagerly wought In Nbrarles as
the foundatlon of (he history of the!
wondeiful year 190% Tho newspapers|
ate making morning nfter morning,
the 1ough dratt of history. Later, the|
histoslan Wil come, tahe down the!
old files, and transform the crude but!
sincero and accurato annaly of editors!
and 1eporters Inte history, Into ltern-|
ture. The modein s&chool must stuldy
the dally newspaper,




