BURNED BOMARC PAD: At McGuire Air Force:Bass,

J., yesterday—This air view showed damage caused
when an explosion caused a fire in a Bomare launching
shelter. A small amount of radiation was spread, but the
missile’s atomic warhead was not affected.—A. P. wire- |

photo.
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ties were reported.

The Air Force emphasized|
that a nuclear explosion had
not occurred and that there
was no_radiation danger to

caused less panic
than a supposed Martian in-
vasion 20 years ago.

The 47-foot Bomarc caught|
fire on its Jaunching pad at a
missile site east of this base.
An explosion accurred in the
concrete shelter that housed
the missile. Despite false re-
ports that an atomic warhead
exploded, there was little
panic in the New York area.

In contrast, thousands of|
tervor.sticken residents fledfg

their homes in 1938, when|y
Orson Welles descrived a
Martien landing in a_radiol
adaptation of H. G. Wells
“War of the Worlds.”

No Casualties

The Bomarc 98-, a ground-
to-air missile, caught fire in-
side a-closed concrete shell
and spread a small amount of
radiation in a small area of]
the military base. No casual

he public and no si
health hazard from contami-
nation.

The fire was confined tol
the shelter and was extin-
cuished 45 minutes Jater with
water, but extreme precau-
ticns had been taken.

Personnel Evacuated

Military personnel were|
evacuated from the area im-|
mediately. State palice and
soldiers blocked off both ends

e Pinchurst-New Egypt|
Road for fen miles on ohher
side of the missile base.

Capt. John A. Looser, main-
tenance officer of the 46f
Air Defense Missile Squadron,
which mans the site, said the|
radiation was caused when|
thoriated magnesium, a radio-
active metal which is part of]
the missile, burned. The Bo-|
marc carried an atomic war-
head but it was not affected.




