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The discovers that the modern zame of
baseball originated in the mind of the
date Gen Abner Donbleday woull have
mmmgnsely surprised that donghty old war-
rior, perhaps, had he hived to. enjoy uch
unexpected Ronors. That he originated the
Fame cannot, of course, be aftirmed with
the ntmost confidence, for the testimony
sathered by the special committee, whose
report is printed in NSpalding’s baschall
guide for the present year, acarcely pre-
tends to do more than afirm that the most
exhaurtive investigation carries the zame
no farther back than joung Doubleday’s
performance in markinz out a diamond for
ball players about the year ISG). That
be did this one day 13 the evidence'of an
elderly mdividual who clainss to have been
present at the time, and whose veracity
and competency a< a witness the commit-
tee.unrecervedly acknowledzes. That the
idea of the dimoud, the salient structural
charactenstic of baseball, would have bad
its Warth in the military dhind of one Lke
Doulleday is srgued plausiblv. and onc
oay secept the thears of his being the
veal fonuder of the game, < Tz as there
< no better acewunt of s~ omon, Tt v a
piy thit this interestivg diseovery was
w0t made hefore (ieu Doubleday's death
in 1593. e could have thrown some Jicht
upen the auestion, prodahls, The fact
that he had never sdvameed a chim to
hemg the fonnder of American haseball
is not ecessanly adverse to the conclusion
of the committer, for the genersl was in-.
tecested i other things than sport. T
~ide, he might hase fergotten “all shont
i~ youthful achierement. It is «omewhat
droil. inalls. ta hunor a distinguished army |
atficer and eml War hero in this manner,
lonz after his death. for his mar record.
Wil be utterls It the mmartal fame |
Jie M1y maw he destined fo gelieye 3 the
founder of the natisnal game. |




