THE VILLAGE BELLE.

{Tho following, whish is from Miss Mitford's
Village Sletches, is probubly ‘one of the best
pmduulum,thn? evor flowed fromber pified pen.]

X plque myeolf on knowing by sight, and by
name, almost eyery man and boy, {n our paclsh,
from elghl yodrs old 1o dighty—l cannot say
quite so much for the woméi, “They—the slder,
of thord at lgast—are more within doors, mogq



"
hidder., ,Ono does not moet them in ihe fields
and higliways: their duties are closs houso-keep-
erg, und live under coyer. The girls, to'be wure,
ara ofien enough in &ight, ¢ trae creatures o!
tho olement” busking in the sun, racing in the
wind, rolling In the dust, dabblihg in the water,
bardicr, dirtior, noisier, moro sturdigr. defiers of
hent;and cold, and'wet, than boys thémsslves.
One sces them quitooften enoughto know thiem;
but then thalittlo elves dlter o much at every
!llup of thoir approach to wofnanhoed, that ra-
engnilion hecomos difficilt, |pot impossible. -1t
ot merely growing, boys grow ;—it is posi-
ive, perplexing and perpetunl ehange: & butter-
fly hus not gona morg. ] ]
i its progross thyough life¢ than a village bella
it har arniyal at, the nge of seventeen. .
~The firs{ nppearanco of Lhe littlo lasy l+ somos
thing” ater tho mannar.of/a caterpillur, crawling
and uﬁeping uptin'the gracs, got down to oll by
amd Used 1itile horso of oo alder sister, vr mo-
Aher; with hot hande full. “Thero it Nos—a'%nt,
boneléss, rosy piece of healtlr, aspiring to the
secamplighments of walking and talking; streteh-
ing itd chubly limbs;'scrainbling and sprawling ;
laughiag and rosting ; there it site, in 8l the
dignity of the baby, adorned in a_pink-checked
{rock, a blue gpotted pisnafare and o little white
capptolerably oloan and quite whols. One js
forced to a-K If it be hlhv or irl§ for thes hardy
‘ountty roguce are all sliko, open eyed, and
[wulha;n[tmnd,and uothing foasing. “There I
no mote mark uf thd sex 1n.the countenanie
than in the dreps.» -
In the noxt’stage, dirt-onctusted enough (5
psaa for the chrysalis, if it were not sa very un.
quiet, the gendar remains equilly uncertain, It
is afina'stout, curly-pated creénturo, of three or
four, playing and rolling sbout, amengst grass or
mudelt day long,; shouting, jamping, scfooch.
ing—&u‘hupsigst\ compound of nolss and idle-
ness, rage and rebellion, thint ever trod the carib.
Thor comes nsunbumt‘gﬁpny of slz, boglnning
to grow'tall and thls, snd 1o’ find the cares of|
thg wotld gathering abont her; with a pitcher in
hind, & 'mop inthe other, 'an old straw
banbet of amnbiguous shape, half hiding her tanis
ted hair; 4 \attered stuifpetticoat, once green,
Eungh}g below an equally tatered Gotton frock,
onceph{pl o ; her longing eyea fixed on & gpama
of basotillat the cotngref tho groen, fill she
zeaches 1ko cottage door, flings down’ thé, mop
and plichay, and darts "off to, hor campanions
quite rogarlilesa of the atorm of heolding witls
whicli the mother follows her runaway steps.
So the world, wags till ton; thon ghe Iftls
damsel gots admission 1o tha charity school and
trips muneingly thithie every morning; dressod
in the old' fashioned blee pown ‘and white cop,
and tippat, and bib and apron of that primitive
institution, looking a3 dentuts as a Nun; and; ti-
dy 3 her/ thoughts fised ,on button hles, and
spelling) honh—lhhsozmuigm of promotion § de-
spuing dirt and bargball and-all thelr joya,
“They’ at twelvo the little lusg comes” home a-

gainjusicapped, untippetted; unsoholed ; bswn

us 0 bp'rry; wild an a cold, busy a8 o bes—iork-
ing inj{ho fiolds, digging in, th
rashicd s, boiliig potatoos, shelll
stocki,ngs, nursing chl}({tex;{focd - pifis —all
‘lhcso' omploymonis varied By occisidndl fits of
rmnp'/ ing andfhrging, and idlo play, gecording ns
he yiuscont coquelryy o the lurking love of

;p?:; happens toA‘pggpondoidtdi;m}gpsrr Y

d
proy ty,and rood with oll her o' faulte, It
wialdho.well if a country girl*conld stand at
thirteen. Than she 18 charming, But the clock
will movo forward, andtat' fourleon Ehe geta'a

uiyice in a noighboring town;aid bernext aps.
pearines Is in the perfoetion’ of the butterfly
aint i

glitiering, inconstent,” vain—
gay | gaudiest mzecl_llml. ever ghinmed
aver & village groen. Andthis is the tine pro-
gruss, of atrustic beausy, thp avernge lot of cur
codntry girls]so thoy spring p, flourish, change
and disappur.* S6moe indeed marry and fix a-
mongst, us, and, then onsues another sot of|
changog;rather mora‘ﬂmdm!_],'?urhab!,bpt quite
as suro, till gray haivs, rwiinkles, and lingoy-
wuolae{.win np tho picture,,

All this s beyido the purpaso. If woman be
& mutablo croatiure; man’ is not. +Thy” wonrets
of the smugk frocks, in epile of the shtaeness of
tho uniforns, are almost s, onsily distingaished
by an interestod’aye, as o flock of' shenp by the
shephord, or o pack of hounds by the huntsman ¢
or to come téa Jess affroriting sitniles, the mom-
bers of the House of Comntons by tho Sposkor,
or tlig pentiomien of the bar by U Lotd, Chief'
Justict, There la 'vuvﬁ'; Tittle "chango in them
from early.boyhood, ,The ckild is lgl]] iy to the
innn*tin_ moro sonses than one. “Therejaa con-,
stancy apout thent;, they koop the same. faces
howaver ugly;'the same hibits however
the sume tushibns howpver unfashionabl ; thos;
are [n nothhisg now ifangled—Tom Colpor, for
{nstance, inaa and boy, ta and has boen (iddicted,
to posles,—from the firet polyanthus to <the lagt
Chine rose, ho hag always a'noscgay iy his but-
ton hale ; Goorgd Siimons yany be  knownn
mila off, by an eternal red wplstcoat 34Jem Ton-
ner, suzimer and winter, by the smartest ofall
smart’straw hata; and Joel Beent, from the day
thathe JoRt off potlicoats, has always, in every
dresa avid overy sittnting looked,liko & stydy for
tor,—no mistaking liim, !




