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John Barnes’ Our Town

Of ‘etaoin shrdlu.’ readers and journalists

Anyone  missed
shrdlu™?

This query will mean nothing to
you if you are too
young.- b
those of mal

old “euoin

Back when voun truly was starting
out in the field of news writing, and
guys like Bob Baggott and Perry Sulli-
van (both Srs. and not Jrs.), were op-
erating linotvpe machines, the myste-
rious-looking ** elaoin
the most frequent

shrdlu” was
ical error.

while playing with a group of neigh-
borhood children.

“Please, please use better judg-
ment, Mr. Editor! Impressionable
rmldren are batraged enouglt as ft is
* with television and the actions of their
peers whose parents could care less.
Don't you get in the act too.”

.

QUOTE: “Only parents’ love
can last our lives.” — English po-
et Robert Browning.

~~Thinking Aloud -

my car to let the other guy win.
Gas Diggers

Amid all the current turmoil over
oil shortages, vt everyonwmay recall
that there has been at least one seri-
ous attempt to find oil in Georgia.

In the early 1950's, Carpenter Oil
Co. was formed by a group of citizens
for the purpose of drilling for oil near
Douglas, Ga. Stock was sold to local
people for $25 per share. Many per-

Four hundred and fifty persons were

Talking this week with Ann Harris stockholders.

and realized it was exactly a year ago

No oil was found though some sev-

today that Louis was laid to rest. He -en holes were drilled. Gale S. Davis,

had died two days earlier. The place
will never seem the same.

Traffic Conversion

3 type—man
transformed melted lead into col umns
of type.

Ever so often, an operator like Bob
or Perry would make a mistake, then
run his fingers down the two left-hand
columns of the lowercase keyboard.
producing “‘etaoin shrdlu.” Now, we
have gotten so electronic. what with
cathode ray tubes and computers and
photons, we make mistakes with
BOTH hands.

The trouble with a newspaper. a
business friend says. goes like this:
“When I make a mistake only [ and
my secretary know it: when news guys
and gals make a mistake. 200,000 read-
ers velp. or laugh. depending on the
error.”

Typographical mistakes are ob-
xious to all readers who know how to

]1: but we in the field of journalism
get accused of many other sorts: We
have readers who disagree with our
editorials, and they have a right to do
so. Some find fault with the promin-
ence we give certain news articles,
and they have a right to do so

A worried mother wrote, and many

- others phoned last week taking us to
task for what they felt was an error in
Judgment in publishing a photo of two
lads playing in a huge water culvert
¥et the picture has evidently done
rdore good than harm by calling atten-
titin to a common danger

Her letter says. “Ever since my
_children have been old enough to un-

tand the meaning of the word.

“@angerous.” I have admonished them
to NEVER play 1n storm drains. cul-
verts, dramnage ditches. sewers. or
near open man-hole covers

“When my 9-vear-old son saw the
photograph in your newspaper. he was
quick to pomt out, ‘See Mom. other
moms let their luds play in those
mmgs why can't we”

“You will recall that some three or
four years back. your very newspaper
published the tragic story of a youngs-
ter who drowned 1n a storm drainage
ditch 1n the Woodbine area of our city

Art Buchwald

3t
ence wmch has recened quite a gomg~
over by certain aspects of the news
media. The Good Book says born-
again people “'become new creatures’
with new attitudes and characteristics.

Same thing happens to countless
people when they sit behind the steer-
ing wheel of motor vehicles and crank
them up. But instead of being born in-
to a better. higher existence, these
changed motorists become menaces.
scourges

Why is it that a friendly. consider-
ate individual afoot changes often into
a dangerous. hateful person while
driving” You've seen the phenomenon
countless times.

Dick Warner of Survevs And Mar-
ket Studies describes the “miracie”
thus

I drive the John C. Calhoun Ex-
pressway to work each morning I
drive within the speed limit of 50
Sometimes I drive 45

“You'd think it was I committing a
crime instead of the others. They
zoom by me so fast if 1 don't roll up
the window the wind blows my hair
all over my head. What hair I've got
left

~But before they dart around you.
the 70-ish drivers first try to intimi-
date you. They pull up to within six
nches of vour bumper and burn the
back of your head with a laser-like
stare

‘T don't care what the other driv-
ers do Which ones kill which ones
But I do disapprove of their trying to
make me a part of their act And I get
awtfully stubborn when someone tries
to mtimidate me for obeying the law

“And when we get to where Cal-
houn Expressway melts into two lanes
going left and one going right. things
get really interesting The guy ror gal)
holding down the far left lane bluffs
the guy (or gal in the lane next io
him He races them to see which will
make 1t to the cut-off first. I've seen
the time someone would have been
killed if I hadn't intentionally braked

A ‘Dear Artie’ column

DEAR ARTIE: My husband came
home at 10 o'clock last mght. tred
and worn out 1 asked him where he
had been. and he
said he had had

drinks  with an
airhne stewardess
ma cocktail
lounge 1 think
.he's lving 1 be
Leve he was out
cruising  for gas s

and found some
He gave me a cock-and-bull story
about the airline stewardess because
he knows that if I found about the gas
I'd ask to use his car What should I
do” — Big Bertha

Dear Bertha It sounds to me as 1f
vour suspicions may be correct. The
old  “drinks  with  an  airline
stewardess” ahibi 1s used by every hus-
band during a gasoline crisis My ad-
vige to you 1s 1o search his pants pock-
ets and his wallet for a credit card re-
ceipt from a gas station If vou find
one. confront him with 1t. and tell him
e either lets you use his automobile
or-vou will speak to vour lawyer. If
on the other hand. you find a receipt
from the cocktail lounge. apologize for
thinking the worst about him. which
was that he got a full tank of gas and
did not tell you about it. — A. B,

DEAR ARTIE: | am in love witha
young. handsome. wealthy boy from
one of the best families in town. He
has a beautiful Lincoln-Continental
and a 60-foot diesel engine yacht. He
wants to marry me in the worst way
But my parents want me to marry a
fat, stupid service station attendant
who works three blocks from our
house. They say I have to think of my
future, and their future as well. They

also said a mce gl doesn't marry
someone with a Lincoln-Conunentat
any more What should I do” — Tear-
1ul Annie

Dear Anme [I'm afraid your par-
ents are right You'd be making a big
mistake 1f vou married a rich boy just
because vou loved him when vou have
an opportunity to be the wife of some-
one who could supply vour fuel needs
for the rest of your life. Very few girls
have a chance to marry a service sta-
tion attendant and you should be
grateful to vour parents for finding
one for vou Tell your rich boyfriend
togetlost -4 B

DEAR ARTIE: | am a bachelot
and 1 like to have 4 good time The
other day | was waiing 1n a long line
for gas and this good-looking chick
with distress on her face drove slowly
by She winked. and I let her jump the
line in front of me We got to talking
and she gave me the impression that
after we filled up we'd go out and
have a good time But as soon as she
got her 10 gations of premium she just
sped off and left me stuck at the

ump What do vou think of this kind
of girl> — Woeful Willie .

Dear  Willie T've received
hundreds of letters from men who
have had the same experience. There
seem 1o be a lot of girls like that and
there’'s a name for them — gas teas-
ers. They'll do anything to-get in front
of you, and then when they get all the
fuel they want they act as if they don't
know vou exist, I hope this is a lesson
to you. The next time you let a girl
crash in front of you, ask her if you
can hold on te her driver’s license. If
she refuses. you'll know she's just
playing you for a chump. — A. B.
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HEY, IF THI§ IS WHAT 603 INTERVIEWEES
| JACKENSACK To IGE

EPREAD FROM OOUNTY
| HAVE DECIDED, WHO ARE THE OTHER 220 MILLION
CF U¢ TO DIGAGREE ?

-an—experi:— -

late of Louisville, was the moving spir-

it. The late Billy Lee was the first
president, and Pete McCreary then as-
sumed control at a long-ago stockhold-
er-megting. Whep drilling possibilities
expired, an investment was made in
Santos Ltd., an Australian company.
This past February. when Santos took
a sharp rise, the current directors de-
cided to liquidate the company and
called for a stockhoider meeting A
majority of the stock was there repre-
sented and the motion carried

well has been buying the outstanding
stock. Although mailed notices have
been sent to all stockholders of record
and continuing attempts are being
made to contact those who have not

responded. there are still many people
who have not redeemed their stock.
Money awaits these at 619 South-

ern Finance Bldg.. otherwise the sums. -

not paid will go the University of
Georgia. Mavbe UGA will use it to
find a substitute for oil’

.

AUNT SLUG SAYS: “Now
that they cost nine cents, it's
doubtful there’s anything I could
say on a postcard that’'s worth

Today In History
IN 1497, the first recorded discov-
ery of the mainland of North Amferica
occurred as explorer John Cabot sight-

ed land between Halifax and southern
Labrador.

IN 1520, the Spanish ueror, of
Mexico, sHernando Coﬂc::?.1 entefed
Mexico City.

IN 1948, the Communists began a
blockade of West Berlin, halting Allled
land traffic between the isolated city
and West Germany.

IN 1968, the U.S. Congress set the
observance of five annual national ho-
lidays on Mondays to increase the
number of three-day weekends.

.

UNQUOTE: “Judging by the
annual divorce rate, too many
couples are mis-pronounced
and wife.” — Broadus Street.

Letters to the editor

Sees energy wasted in food stamp requirement

Edutor:

I approve of the effort to eliminate
wellare cheating. and requring every
food-stamp recipient to appear in per-
son every month to requalify seems
logical (though it also seems like har-
assment). However, n  Columbia
County the Appling office which dis-
penses food stamps 18 ten to ffteen
miles from the population centers in
Martinez and Harlem. That means
that most food stamp recipients must
travel 20 to 30 mules every month to
get the free food stamps. Present cost
of gaseline averages 90 cents a gallon
and 1s rising fast. You could estimate
that each person has to burn two gal-

Differs with
economy rating

handed the UPS

Editor

Most of my life 1 have enjoyed
reading the Augusta Chronicle. and
vour editorials seem to me to be based
upon fact: but 1 would like to call to
vour attention vour editorial of June
19. entitled. ~Opting for the L' P.S.""

I am not putting UPS down be-
cause | suppose they provide good
service for many firms. In your ed-
1toral. you pomled out that the super-
intendent of documents used UPS to
ship packages between five and 50
pounds east of the Mississippi because
he says it 1s more economical

Since according to your source (the
superintendent of documents). parcels
above 50 pounds east of the Mississip-
pr and all parcels west of the Missis-
sippi are cheaper by the Postal Serv-
ice. please explain how you arrived at
your editorial conclusion that this is
proof that UPS is more efficient and
economical than government run con-
fusion (The Postal Service.

Also. it seems to me that you are
comparing apples and oranges because
we are required to keep post offices in
almost every community, and the pri-
vate industry transporters are not, nor
do | think that they should be.

Also, we are usually required to
man public windows approximately
eight hours a day in each postal unit
Perhaps you could tell me the loca-
tions where UPS receives parcels from
the public and their hours of service in
the CSRA. The Post Office locations
are in the phone book.

N. B. Brown

Sectional
Manager Postmaster

U.S. Postal Service

Center

lons of gas a month

1 know Columbia County has office
buildings 1n Martinez and office space
in Harlem where a worker couid have
office hours every week, or some regu
lar schedule. so one person could
make the trip nstead of every tooa
stamp recipient Those peopte must be

nearly destitute to qualify and this ad-
ded trasel costis ndiculous

Conservation uf fuel should be ev-
ervbody s business including our coun-
v mernment

R € Tewes

290 M avwood Dr

Maruner

Raps pro-nuclear "propaganda’

Editor

The publicity man tor the moy
ment to make South Carohna an inter
national radiation dump veers too tat
trom the truth Mr Bebbington s re
cent letter is accurate and arrespon-
sible The nuclear wastes of this coun-
Ary are not the size of an aspinn

The Savannah River Plunt. storing
mainky 118 own wastes has 22 nulhon
gallons of radioactive wastes in leaks
steel tanks

Chem-Nuclear Services at Barnwell
buries 200.000 cubic teet of low-level
radioactive waste a monthin ditches

A typical commercial nuclear reac.
tor produces 10.000 gallons of high-les-
el waste a veur under normul -
cumstances. Over 3.400 metric tons ot
such waste are now stored al reactor
sites me people want to ship this o
the AGNS plant st Barnwell

The Three Mile Island reactor pro-
duced 400.000 gallons ot contaminated
water during 1ts recent acaident In

Aditiin e bas progqueed hundreds of
fars ot reitea tuel roids and radioac
fate which will have to be

sowaete will remain
satids 0t sears Some
toraum will remain
N eaTs

Ve 1o be solated

oludding

plants wr. and
A thene vier IU s not
St fursentamd why this problem

i~ U I works of men do not
Listrores et tnt these wistes will

Low wastes and
1 statage of high level
e teginmings Soon we

eatrsted eftort to make
an nternatonal dump for

Nicdear waste We need an honest dis-
clssion of e williness to accept this
Wise net the mysleading propaganda
ot The pos et mid

Renackson
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Appreciates timely information

Ednor
I want to express my gratitude tor
John Barnes™ article in a recent Sun

day's paper concermng the O Hair and
Federal Communications Commission
dispute

This article clears up the question
in the minds ot many people concern-
ing this situation. Here at our church
we have calls just about every week
as well as people coming by with pet-

‘Succumbs’ to

Editor:

As one of John Barnes' devoted
readers and admirers. I have often
been tempted to take pen in hand and
commend him on his excellent arti-
cles. This time I have succumbed to
that temptation

The article in ~Our Town™ on yves-
terday — Father's Day. was indeed ex-
cellent. T am sure that thousands of us
who read it were greatly moved by
your message to his children — and

tiofis tor FCC when in tact, they have

no read knowledge coneermng the situ-
aton Thew are qust trightened. over-
wiaieht peophe whe want to do some-
thane Thank sou ~o much tor giving
~ome miuch nevded answers: You have

helped thousands ot people through
this artiele

Randy Pallard
1330 Monte Sano Ave

. N .
writer’s crafl
vieh of us hurbored the wish that we
had heen the one who wrote such an
spiring gem
[ have noted that his articles are al-
wavs uplifting. or humorous. and of-
ten-times both More power to him
and 1 pray that this gift will be used to
help all of ux for many. many vears to
come
Randall Evans Jr
Thomson, Ga

Counts more Indians than chiefs

Editor: .
Mayor Newman's proposed salary

To say 1t's fair for “key”” people to
get a $2.000 merit pay increase while

Disappointed
by raft race
pre-coverage

Editor

As a subscriber to both the Chroni-
cle and Herald. 1 am moved to express
my displeasure in the way you publi-
cize local events. The recent raft race
15 a good example of your methods.
Frday morning's paper gave fairly
good coverage (more details would
have been helpful) of the race, but
Saturday morning's front page carried
@ color picture and write up about an
event in Charleston and no coverage
on Augusta’s raft race.

Of course you ran your usual *'lock
what you missed vesterday” pictures
and artcles on Sunday.

Please give us details on events the
same day they happen — not a few
days ahead. At the pace of life today,
most people need the reminder.

My thanks to the Augusta Jaycees
for a job well done.

Carolyn Baggott
343 Dove
North Augusta

Says English
have solution

Editor:

In spite of President Carter's state-
ment that he will keep the sanctions
on Rhogives hopes for political ma-
neuvering. Then Mr. Carter's top
voice of redundancy at the United Na-
tons certified the fact that the admin-
1stration 1s undulging in a bit of politi-
cal ploy. On the NBC national televi-
sion program “Meet the Press on
June 3. Ambassador Andy Young said,
“This has been for 15 years and for
400 vears before that, essentially a Bri-
tish problem. I don't think we ought
to take it off their hands. We went in-
to sanctions in the first place in re-
sponse to a British suggestion.” That’s
a pretty mild tone, coming from one
of black voices that has been so voci-
feroys for the Nkomo gang of terror-

ts

Americans who are willing to give
the new government-of Prime Minis-
ter Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa a chance
are glad to see official Washington ac-
quiescing its noisy diplomacy to the
more tactful finesse of British global
expertise. Meanwhile, there may be
room for constructive diplomacy on
the part of Australia. Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser is on good terrns with
many Third World countries, and es-
pecially strategically oil-based Nigeria.

The West should start making its

hl lo conform to space limitations

style, correct spelling and grammar.)

tage. a form of double-dipping by per-
cent, men the “wheels that turn” get

. However, when only
gel a merit salary in-
crease then the "not key'" people get a
royal treatment.

N

is Honor should remember that
lhere are more Indians than there are
chis

James V' Parker
547 Siskin Circle
North Augusta

- d._
Moscow's Cuban troops, Also let it be

hoped that “kill sanctions'’ members

their-cool-and-let-the ——— —

-of Congress-hold
Enghsh call the signals.

Irby
1913 3rd Ave

L]

increases prove again that “‘them that policemen. fireman. sanitation work- own policies, and quit forever mcﬂu
(The _Augusta Chronicle-Augusta N2ve. 8its.” UTs. ele ReL nome. )us\ p\am stinks to Russlas xcuon Jun m.ybe
¥. A\
Herald welcomes letters from its resd- W TTeTtt pay iTKes 2 §rTosS People—desiar wmu be—the-piace—to-dre
| ers.- To-be- published; tetters: must-in.. -4 board raises. ace based 0. perces. .dfP.F*{L“f“n&_m nflation, . SO
clude the signature and address of the




