MIDWAY DANCERS
~ GUILTY AND FINED.

Police Justices McMahon, Koch
and, Divver Brand the Danse
. du Ventre as Sinful.

POLICEMEN TRY THE “WRIGGLE.”

Théy Only Did It as an lllustration,
but Fatima and Zelika
Laughed at Them.

WILLING TO DANCE IN COURT.

Pretty Zelika Made No Objection,
but the Justices- Vetoed
the Proposition,

It was = ity dollar wriggle which Polico Cap-
tain Berghold and his ward detectives saw in
the Midway Plaisance annex of the Grand Cen-
tral Palace on Monday afternoon last—after-
noon of awful recollections that itis. Andit
‘was a sinful wriggle at that.

‘There was some doubt about the nature of that
wriggle when Justice Burke on that fateful
afterncon held Zora of melting eyes, Fatima tho
sinuous and Zelika theimeckly wicked for trial,
and fixed yesterday as the date for their appear-
ance,

Bat doubt ‘exists no longer if the lJaw be final,
for*yesterday morning, 1n the Court of Special
Sessions, Police Justices McMahon, Koch and
Divver, with ths aid of the original wrigglers,
2 coterie of imitation wrigglers in the persons of
Inspector Williams, Captain Berghold and 3 few
ward detectives, Lawyer “Abe” Hummel, An-
thony Comstock, a blushing interpreter and two
experts’ on art as distinct from wickedness,
wrestled at length with the danse du ventre in
the presence of a wide-mouthed audience and
set upon it the stamp of the law’s disapproval

Only Justice McMahon's repeated threat fo
have offenders ejected &t the first sign of levity
kept the crowd inside in order. It chauckled
andibly at times, but the pnawing fear of being

DETECTIVE MMAHON BHOWS THE COURT
‘WHAT THE DANCE WAS LIKE,

thrown out and losing such a show as this awed
it into silence again, For it was a stirring spec-
tacle from the moment Captain Berghold began
his imitation of the horrifying things he had seen
until the last wriggle was over and Anthony
Comstock’s shout of victory rose above the noiss
:it retreat as the crowd reeled out into the apen

r,

No, the oﬂcnco slleged in Captaln Berghold's
compla.nt against the dancers was that their ex-
hib.lien was unmndest. 10 (he point of lndecency,

so the burden of the ing: the precise
nature of the dance. ‘Lhe evidence consisted of
at footed assertions and extremely novel iilus-
trations by ths m'usecumng witnesses, logether
with an attempt to draw the line sharply between
the coldly artistic and the wickedly suggestive.

So it was the dance was denounced one

moment as a wiolly degraded xhxbmun and de-
fended the next a3 tho representation of a state
gt ecstam: bliss, due to the frenzy of a religious
ovote

"Captsin Berghold!” Justice Mcalabon called
sharply, and the .;ny haired Captain, looking like
a man on the way to_the dentist’s, cdmbed into
the witness chair. e identifled the prisoners,

he had secn the show on three occasions,
toid of the iroad it made upon his ideas of
provriety and said it was unquestionably too im-
my ermitted,

“You is performance on Friday and Sat-
urdayl” Mt. Hummel asked,

‘The Captain plcaded guilty to both counts.

**Yout were then an o:ﬂcer of the la\v and ree-
ogi_!{'zed an offence against that law

+Make any arrests?”

“Why ngt! Was it worse on Monday than on
Saturdayi”
"No; about the same.”
BERGLOLD NOT AN ANATOMIST,
*‘Well, you've spoken about the swmach. Do
you jmuw which part of the anatomy i
“No,” the Capta.hl said vehcmcnuy. "I'm not &

dogtar.
““Well,” Mr, Hummel rejolncd ~it’s net 8o very
violent fo assume that, you might be able o
Iocate tke stomach. hey move their
arms and‘haa.ds as vsc]l as thelr bodies! 1
“Not at the timi e described, They held
a veﬂin their lx:mds 50 that it w;lm.my their

AND THEN SHE WEPT.
es, and bending, bnckwm'd lgoked out from

under it and moved their b
dn’t you know,” 5L tummel seid in
uﬂccwﬂ lxon'or “ghat this dance omiginated with
the Pheenicians and Greekst As a _matter 0!
i3n’t it onlya rhythmicnl swaying of U
whu‘]e body whilo the pertormer’s feet are staﬂon-

'lhc Captaindidn't know.

“Was tho dress objectionable. boo?” asked Mr.
Hummel, and, without awaiting a reply,
turned 6 the dark eyed Zor, tho most coiely of
the wrl:gk:m anl said:—“Won't you step up on
this chair and give the Court anidea how you
wore attireds

Seven mun fell from a seat farin therearin
their anxiety 10 sce, but the unseemly clamor was.
quelled oa the instar

Zora’s brown arms sweru away her white wraj
and sho bounded upon the charr in dancing cos-
tume, winked unconsciously at
then beeamo timid aoa doleful in an instant.

“There wa.» nn objection to the dress,” the wit-
ness sal stopped down and the spectators
sank back in(o theh

Captain Borchold,

@3
£

al
apt. before loaving the chair,
ave & feeble imitation of the contortions which
e had considered ground for the arrest.
FATIMA LAUGHED WHEN DENNIS TRIED
The Captain Iacked abandon, bus Dennis Mc-
Mahon, the ward man who sncceeded him an tho
nd, after a briet statement about tl
seemly “extorting” of fair forms, which ellcned
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an exclamation of herror from Lawyer Hummel,
illustratod the dance with greater freedom, te
stood up, pulled the skirts of his cmt out of the
way and exocuted a slight b\nst. Faumﬂ. lauzhed
outright, and the other young wore shook with
ill concealed niirth. Bir, McMahon blushml. The
ourt lhundercd the crowd into silencs

“Their arms moved too, then?” Mr. Hummel

suz{ested.

Inspector Williams _proved the heavy gun of
the prosecution. His jliustrations were few, but

d contortions many women fled in horror and
<t from the building.
“1 have some lefters hele from respectable per-
sons who were shocked beyon measure,” the
Bpecmr said and attem pted to hand them to Jus-

tice Koch.

“Mop"' thundered Mr. Hammel. , “The tim
‘when \vomen may be assailed by letters here has

passed.

The Ietters were ruled out and the Inspector
stepped down. Captain Berghold at once climbed
back into the witness chair uasummoned, and
Mr. Hummel stormily drownea his atiempts at
speech untal tnc Coart formally recall :d the Cap-

in witness. Captain Berghold merely
wxshcll m a.?lam that he had rambled through
anatomy and nad finally trailed the stomach to
its Xam He wanted to state definitcly what he
hnd nt by *stomach” in his previous testi

Justice McMahon’s mallet stilled the rising
tumult, and the Captain gave his litile lecturs on
anntu 'J glanced at Mr. Hummel in trivmph

THE EHEDIVE LI
roix, the ma.nager of “the little
n_the danse du
ventre in company with t.e Khadlve of Egypr,
and said the exhibition was considered in excel-
lent tastein Egvpt. In Chicago ihe dance had
ccn witnesse.d by many women of good position
and some clergyme a8 well,
¢ Even by lawyerst” Mr. Humme! asked.
“Yes." Delacrmx said. “‘even by lawyers.”
Then Lawyer Hummel called Zora. \'ow Zora
had been in a sort of dreamy brown study
an been viewing every ane with| ge
wlth wlde eyes, bub cuntempln.uvely. S|

ANTHONY COMSTOCK AND MB. HUMMEL.

started up at the sound of her name,

wrapped the white wool about her as if to
ward off staring eycs and stepped toward the
witness stand. Then, with a sudden
cry, she threw the white wrap over her
s:mk back into her seat in a fit of stormy weep-

Zehka ‘Wwas not so easily scared, The blushing
terpreter said somethmg about Allah and
Zelika looked heavenward, kis ed the Good Book
daintily and wasready. She was coolness itself
uniil the questioning became so pointed that the
interpreter was us)bly embarrassed. Then she

rrassed too. Zelika was sorry for
the interpreter.

“1 am seventecen and a half ears n!d," she

8aid, as she gave the crowd back d looks.

. I have danced this same dance in vypv, and in

Chxcun. I was never charged with immod-
‘l‘ne interpreter wh(spereﬂ.

Then he translat
i“There is no thought, of imprng"xety about it.
We done it asanaturaldances. It is only evil to
those who have evil in their hea Itisa
rhytbmic muvemen:ot arms an d body,”
ou any objection to snowing tke Court
exactly what you did on the occasion inquestion,
how you dance 1" Mr. Hummel asked.
“We will proceed without that,” Justice Me-
Mahon ml.expus “We do not care to see it.
WASN'T NEEDED.
era wa.a a. moment’s pause and then An-
thony Comstock suddenly ardse and began to ad-
dress the Court fromn a place near Alr. Hummel,
““Your Honors,” Mr. Comstock said lo'-\dly. "I
have seen this dance in Chicago, too.
and I can prove ™ —
“Oh! oh! Now this cannot be allowed,” thun-
dered Mr. Hummel “I insist that the Court
needs no Instruction. You mustn’i, Mr. Com-

ock.”
"But * Mr. Comstock resnmad in a still higher

Xey, “if evidenco to show
Thst will do,” Justlce McMabor said de-
cnngly *The Court has already made up its
"Yeai" from Mr. Hummel
lhe friend of American hood!™
shua.zd Mr.

aml."rejained Mr. Humme! 53 he dodged
Zurasgrabl:ﬁll lances.

Bang! went the Court’s order hammer, and

ther%waésosllence.

urg finds you euilty,” Jnsl:_ae Ae-
Mahon said, “and fines you $30 each.””
“Th will note my to

0
appeal,” remarked 3Mr. Hummel

Then the crowd hurried away and four sinuous
wrigglers in four » w wraps went out -into tl
oold unwrigzling wi
Ahmed Hamomia. la!a of the Egyptian army,
Writes m the HERALD to say that the danse du
veatreis not Encused iu Egypt by women of
good repute, that it is not a representative na”

tional dance and would not be countenanced
there. 1tls. he says, dxstmctly immoaest.

Mme. Delacroix was instrucung the dancers in
8 new dance last night whe Captain Berghold
appeared and ordered the proceedings stopped.
Mr. Delacroix refused and otdered Captain Berg-
hold out, saying he had no business there, as it
was not a public performance,




