Iscdora Duncan in a classic Greek dance and
costume. No male version would have
been so exquisite, s‘he thinks, for the traffic
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. BY ISADORA DUNCAN;
The Well Known American Dancer and Idealist.

AM going to an islaud.in the Greek archipelago
I to live on. bread and onions and worship beauty.
Because my owa country doesn’t want e T
am renouncing America forever. It has shown me it
doesn’t want me by allowing me to lose my fcrimac
here, because it~does not know art. This season I
bave lost $40,000. The last time I paid a visit to
my owr country I had to borrow my passage money

back. ‘ ’

In Europe the goveroment fosters my art by giving

. me aid. Tn this country I would be permitted to be-
come bankrupt, so far as aid from the rich and pow-
erful is concerned. - . .

Those who have the power to foster art in this
country do not do so, because they are not intelli-
gent. Intelligence and taste for the béavtifal are
the same. Our government does not have it, nor do
the persons of great wealth-in the United States.

So on March 9 I and my children are going back
to Greece. There are blue skies and olive groves.
We will go every day to the Pantheon.” We will en-
joy the beauties of the view from the Acropolis. We
can live cheaply and happily there, instead of
expensively and sorrowfully hers. I will found a
colony of artists. It will be a peace colony and will
he a mil, living protest dgainst the horrors of war.
For artists are the light anl lcaven of the world. We
will all dress as did the ancient Greeks, and do as
they did. T had"dreamed ,of doing this for New
York. . .

Tt is the fanlt of the government 2ad the rich that
you have no art.here. One day I took my children
to the People's theater on the East Side, The chil-
dren danced and Sch'ubgrt’s last symphony, the ovo-
nished ore, was played. The great audicnce sat
there and listened soundlessly to the end, the tears

Isadoa Duncan in a simple Grecian at home gown.

" Isadora Duncan Leaves _
-~ preciation of Art-Americans Are Money
Worshippers, Unintelligent and Beyond Hope

 of Artistic Redemption. |

10 the feelings! ~The' masses restrain their emotions.
Iu the ‘‘elasses’’ the emotions arv atrophied by the

chaso for gold! ™

T look at that wall along the Hudsosz, the home of
vour millionaires.. L.¢all it a wall of desecration. To
me it is the symbo! of tho city, the poscur among
cities, claiming. what it bss not.

1 brooght these beautiful maidens over here. Some
of them I have had for ten years. Beautiful little
German maids, somo of them, asd I would not leave
tham bebind, for in tho streets of Paris, if they had
been overheard to speak German, they would not bo
-safe. “I-bring them all in tho first eabin. Not, as
my friends advise, in tho sccoud cabip, beeause I
want them to sce and bave the best. And what hap-
pens, in my, own inhospitable ¢ountry? They aro de-
taiued at Ellis island for ¢ight dsys!  Horribly un-
Greek Ellis island! ™ What a blow to their senso of
beauty! What an awakening from their dreaws of
Americal

And then I lost $10,000!

I gave exbibitions of their dancing at tho Metro-
politan Opera House. I kad to pay ono thousand dol-
lars a night for,tho music! © And. ¢ight huudrel dol-
lars for- the priutiﬁgl I bad somo striking posters
announcing tho Dionysion, and I was unable to have
them priated! - They say they-are not—decent! " So
art is rewarded. It is tho bistory of grout aft that

stx;caming down tuedr pale faces. Thoogh they were its apostles suffered. Beethoven was a very poor

buogry, they understood! And enjoyed! Artappeals man. Schubert was a Very poor man. Poth were bit-

.

terly unhappy.. [ should not-repine for myself, but

I meurn for my vountry and the hq]!clcssp_vs: of its

future in art! | ) -
_ You bave c¢hfldres, yet you do not approciate the

health and wonder of their beauty. Releaso your -

children! Release them by letting them danee from
tho time thoy are 6 years old. Not until thisds done
will you realizo tho possibilities of womanhood.

Ob, sho is coming, tho dsucer of tho futuro! The
free spirit, who will inhabit the body of new womeu.
Moro glorious thun any womsn tbat bas yot beesl
Moro beautiful than the Egyptian, than,the Greek,
than the early Italign, thae sll wowen of past.cen-
turies—the highest intelligence in $ho freest body!

Your first nead is to freo your childrou by lotting
them bo tuught to dance, Children are more wonder-
ful than we.  They are thoe true gods wud goddesses of
earth, For they have the power of living in an ides.
Wo aro utterly nuconscious of self. My littlo girls,
cight of tho oziginal forty, live slwuys in an-ided, the
ideal ‘of beauty. Their faces are like the angels,
travsfgured. :

I had thought to aid your children. It was my
purposo to opes oun the floor Leneath my studio a
shop whero Greek robes awd veils and sandals should
be sold. I would bave frecd tho <hildren of Now
York and of other communitics. Not ouly tho chil-
dren, but tho olders.

Wanted All of America. - .
To Adopt Free Greek Dress.

.1 waated not only*Now York, but all Amoerica, to
adopt tho old free Greek dress. I would bave
bad your automaviles made in the shapo of . the
beautiful old chariots, The chnufleur, instead of
sitting uphealthfully on the small of his back, would

" hgve stood upright iu the ¢lassicay, virile, decorative

attitude of tho ancient charioteer” Your traflic po-
liceman on Fivth-av would -bave stood there im
clussic robes, waving, instead of a club, the tbrysus,
Cun you imagine Fifth-av under such conditions?
No sordidness, no disharmonics. But thousands of

men aol women in Ureck dress coursing alonyg in

their auto-chariots, their ‘chaufleurs finely, vibrantly
erect, the traflic police with their acorn-tipped: wands!
Ub, it would have been beautiful! o

Could there bo gangmen, thugs, other "denizens of
the sluius if the slumy had bees-turued into; gurdens
and these peoplo all clad in the flaring tuuses 'nnd
peplums of the great Greeks? - There could not bave
been, The dishanmony betwecs sueh clothing- aod
such aets would bave becu so great us to be impos-
sible. .

Tbe subwny—with its utter luck of politensss wld
coustderation, ity brutal, ishuman gudrds, its dread-

Another ancient airy. street
costnme advocated by Miss
Duncan for American ¢

. women and a classic walk-
ing pose.

Us-We Have No Ap

. Great artists in music should work without moue;
" They are priests! Yes, I am suro they would be will-

.

futuess, Imagine 8 trapsformed. subway with these
guxrds in flarivg robes, all grace und ease aod conr-
tosy; its occupants old Greek-—ah, it would vot -then
have been like 3 passage of tho Styx, but one to
Paradiso! -

And 0 I dreamed of ac America tramformed, [
tidked with your wmulti-millionaircs who listened to
wmy plans for spreading tho gospel of beauty in
America.- They went awsy aud ovever came back.
You yourselves have proseribed my gospel of beauty,
‘bécause you have permitted expenses to remuin xo
grest that you eannot mect them and keep guough
monoy ' to feed myself snd my c¢hildren. This Jand
of the free is o cruel country, monetarily cruel. |

I havoe offered you music aund dancing, and you
_wounld have it not. i

Iu Frasee ‘tho government aided my art cud the
rich gave for ity contipuanee, Thu goverument jave
me the use of the Troeadero. Here 1 pay a huge
reutal.  Europe makes its art 4ree to all” When
gavo my exhibitions v the’ Ueople’s theater free |
met such respouse ay made o happier thau 1 have
been sineo 1 came to Ameriea.

Art Should be Free,
Also Without Any Price. .

- Art ‘should bo free. Tt should bo without wmoney
and without price.  Musi¢ is the wellspring of 1l
arts, Everything that is good comes from musi

ing to forego their salarics, hige ns thuy are. Those
artists who sing at the Metropolitan Opera House for
enotmous saiaries would surely forego tho prico of
thoir cforts. Thoy kuow that mmusic belong to tho
peoplo. ’ .

Wbat dould the rich and the governmont dot Tho
rich could. stop importing autiquitics-inte this coun-
try: and endow mysolf and otbers who want to live-
rato-their obildren and freo them to roam 'at will in
a land oF ‘beduty. The rich and tho government could
provide ' elazsic  ampitbeaters everywhere. I uoder-
stand there " is au on.pitheater in California, the
Greek  theater at 'Berkoloy.. I am glad of- that. I
hute neyer scen it. .

And they econld make the style of dress I advo-
cate compulsory. 'Soon ovoryone. woulkd bo trans-
formed -for. tho hetter, .

* ‘The thoater is it for the rich, but the poor.. It
is cssegtially n democratic institution. There should
be. no boxes, no galleries. Thore should ‘bo a half
cirele, which ‘an artist could include in s sweop of
ber arms, and where tho scats are practically on a
lavel, no auditor joterfering with tbo bearing or

- vision-of- anothor. I offered to eonvert the: Mndisen

Squarg . garden hera-into'such an ampitheater and
produca there grent music and dancing exhibitions,
vut the rich wﬁso aid I asked—listeasd and never
came back. . - ..

T remiuded them tbat Plato had said that every-
thing iu lifo deponds upon musie, dancing and pootry.
1 repeated to them my vision of the Greok theater
aod my vigion of a Grecian New York—and they
pever came back,

My vision of the Greck theater: That architee-
turzt form in which the greatest number of people
can sco, bear smd fecl at tho same moment, with the
same iotensity aod equal provortions: that form
which enubles me to take a vust audicovce into wmy

wrins; tho form of a theater in which 211 the people
<itting there will fecl the significance’ of a simplo
zesture, in equal vision of form and proportion; a
form of theater in w'.ich my magnetic foreo can Zo
forth fram me, eovering tho people in unintercupted

‘rays, 2s the sun’s light covers. tho earth; that form

in which a simple tone of voice, going on the natural
currents of its sound waves, will stir the hearts of
a vast multitode sitting before me in places, one not
more fortunate than the otbers; in whith the emo-
tioa I give will flow from one to another—infectious,
all compelling waves of emotion, going from me to
them and returning to me. ' .
~And so with the Greek theater built. And. so
shoudl otber Creck theaters be built in Ameriea.
without boxes or galleries or balconies or parquets,
an essentially democratic institution, where all peo-
ple are cqual aod where art is frece.

Tn these theaters, beside the elassic music and clas-
ai¢ Jdancing, plays by Sophoiies and-Acschylus should
be given. It should be given every mignt asd it
should be free. :

T wsu!d havn inaugurated this work. I tried to,
vou Leard me, but beeded not. The pnblic was in-
terested. Artists, musicians, sculptors gathered wor-
shipfully about me. 1t is always so everywhere. The
artistz always understaad. N -

AS one lonked siown mourafully opon an indifferent
et 5o [ turn my backward guzo apd grieve gver an
indiffarent country. Like Bim, I say in farewell:

*“I would have gathered ye as a hen gathereth her
chicken, but ye wontd not.”’ .

Awild so0 | am going bark to Greeeels To Greece and
Veauty! To Greeee and democriaey? To Greece and
ntelligeace. .



