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SEA SEKPENT.*

Tais very extraordinary creature, which has lately so
much excited the curiosity of every class of people in this
country, has, atlength, assumed a scientific rank in the grade
of animals. For this, we are indebted to the persevering
industry and ingenious researches of that respectable in-
stitution, the New-England Linnean Socicty, who have
conferred a lasting obligation on the scientific world, by
this valuable depositin the archives of knowledge. From
a careful perusal of the documents supplied by the com.
mittee of this institution, little doubt remains, that this
mammoth prodigy properly belongs to the class of the
Amphibia order of Serpents; but its generic characters
are entirely new. It, therefore, justly claims ao indepen-
dent rauk in zoology. From this circumstance, the com-
mittee have very properly denominated this enormous rep-
tile the ScoLioris Arvanticus. They were induced
to confer that na-ae upon it, from a consideration of the
flexuous structure of the spine, which is very remarkable
and different from that of all animals hitherto known. We
shall, thercfore, introduce this creature, under the generic
formula, which the committee have devised, after making
some prefatory observatioos.

The natural history of this creature is, of course, but
little known. 1t appears to be migtatory and to pursue
the multitudes of small fish, such as mackerel, herring, &ec.
upon vhich, withont Joubt, it feeds, and it is highly prob-
able, that it pursues them to their annuszl retreats, within
the arctic regions. From circumstances, it appears, that
the object of feeding is not its oniy inducement to range
~ within the temperate latitudes; but that of breeding.
W hether it be viviparous, or oviparons. or wheiber it pro-

s This article is compiled from a work Jately published in Philzdelrhia,
entitled, ** The new and complets Universal Natural history of all the =t ve-
narl:able quadrupeds, birds, fishes, reptiles, and insccls in the knonn norld,
&ec. from the last London edition of J. Macroc, Eso. much improved and en-
larged by Brxsamin Mavo. We mention thisas a valuable and highly in.
teresting pnbiication and 28 ene. which ought to be in t!-e poseession of every
young person, who isdesirons of obtaining @ competent ko« 1rdge in that moyr
delightful branch of study Narurar. Hisrorv. Indeed the aged may find manv
things in this book, which wi!l afford them both amusement and instrucing.




