AFFIDAVIT,

I, Joseph Woudward, maater of
the Sch. Adamant, of Hingham, on
my prssage flom Penobscot to Hing-
ham,on Saturday last, at 2 o’clock,P.

M.Agementicus bearing W.N.W.un
leagues distunce, discovered some-
thing on the surlece of the water
apparently shout the sizc of a ship’s
long boat. Supposing it to be the
wreek of some vessel, [ made to-
watds it ; and on approaching ity to
my surprise and that of wy crew,
discovered it to be o monstrous
Sta Serpent—as we epproached
him, bt threw himselfinto a coll* &
darted hunself forward with amazing

velocity—the wind being ahead, it}

became necessaty to stand on the
othep? fdcky and as we approached
him againy-he threw himself intoa
coil a3 before, and came across our
bows at not more than 60 feet dis-
tance. .

Having a pun chayged with a ball
and shot, | dischaged the contents
ofitat big head.  The bull and shot
were distiuctly heard to strike him
and 1ebound as though fired against
a 10tk—he, however, shook his
head und tail most terribly—lhe again
threw himself into a coil and came
towatds us with lus mouth wide
opers In the mean 1ime, 1 had
cnarged my gun again and intendea
to have dischigrged the contents of
1t into his mouth ¢ but he came so
near us, [ was fearful of tht conse-
quencesy and withheld jte—ue canie
close under the bows of the schr
and had she not been kept away,
must have cane on board of vs—
he sunk duwn under the vessel, his
head a considerable distance on one
side the vessel and lus (il the other
—he played around us about five
houts—1I 2ud my crew had probably
the Best opporwunity of sceing him
that has occurred—l judge him 1o
be, at the least, twice the length of
wy sehr. s2y one hundred and thiry
feet—his head wds about the size of
a ship’s long boat, sav fourteen feet
—his body, below the neck, at least
six feet in diameter—his head was
{arge ip proportion (o his body—~his
il was formed like a squid’s—his
bedy was of adark colour and re-
sembicd the joints of a shark’s back
bune—bhis gills were about twelve
feet f-om the end of his head, and
his whole appeatance was most ter-
ufic.

His manner of throwing himself
into a coil appeared tu be done by
coutracting hs body in a number of
places in peipendicular directions,
and placing his tail o as to throw
hiraself forwaid with giear force—
he could contraet aud throw himselt
w any ditection with apparently the
greatest ease and most astonishing
celetity.

JOSEPII WOODIWARD.

Hingham, May 12, 1818,

Having 1eed the above statement
of Capt. Wuodward, we certify to

the coireciness of it
PETER IOLMES.
JOIIN MAYO.
Plymouth, ss. May 12,
Peisonally  appeared,  Joseph
Waoodward, Peter Iolmes, & John
Mayo and made oath, that the above
statcment is just and true—before
me. JOTHAM LINCOLN, Jr.
Just, Peace,

* The word ¥ coit” does not ree
firesent the tdea of the Serpent’s
epficarance ; but from amore frurizcs
wlar descrifition given "oy Capiain
Wasdwarid, 1 was of an undulatory
apfiearance,



