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FOURTH SECTION.

St SERPENT
13 N YT,

-

Xo Less Than 128 Appearances of

. the Monster Ara More or
Less Credibly Reperted,

“SOME VERY STRANGE YARNS.

" Scienlific Men from Aristotle {o Agassiz
Have Generally Believed in
lis Esistence.

THAT ONE IN THE SOGND.

v

HEN Sir Charles Ly-
all, the great English
scientist, was In this
country, he one day
asked his friend,
Colonel Perkins, of
© Bosten:—

“By the way, what
da you think of the
seca serpent”’

“ The Colonel's face fell. Ilis only reply
»Unfortunately, T have secn it.””
Threre you are. He had scen I, so he

vas

couldn't talk. If le 2sserted that he had.

secn it he would be taken for a Har. If he
denied thot he had seen it, 3 he pretended
to doubt its existence, he was a self-von-
wvicted liar. Not Cassandra, at arcient Troy,
“with her true but discredited vaticinations,
not the Hebrew prophet. who found himselt
without honer in his own couatry; not Gali-
Jeo when hc uttered the famous phrase, “E
pur se muovo,” was in more unpleacant fix,

Ther¢ arc many men now lving who are ic
the same fix. Many honest, reputable and
Godfearing men have seen the sea serpent,
Dave mayhap in a moment of weakress con-
fessed to the fact, =nd then shrinkiayg from
the obloguy which the confession brought

. ists,
+ sort of folk who

N MR. ARMIT'S SCRPENT.
[Seep by Jr. Armit, of Lelth, Scotland, watle vn &

. ¥ozage from Panama’to Callag, in July,’ 1576, trom
3he disabled abip Colombo, of Greenock.}
dpwn upon them, have forever after held
thelr peace upon the subject.
Unfortunately they »ad seen It
IT8 LAST AYTEALANCE.
Lickily the hardy sca dogs of the Sound
-Steamers are made of sterner stuff. Last
>hyrsday’s HERALD contalned an account of
Show tivo commanders, one of the New Hamp:
. shire, the other of the Connecticut, positively
_ asserted that they had caught sight of our
dear old friend in the Sound. Other wit-
* ‘hesses on other boats corroborated the stories
- «of these excellent, rellabla and strictly tem-
perate gentlemen,
Mark well one thing. It is not the sclent-
but that hard headed and unpleasant
rid¢ themselves upon their
common sense who doulit in the possibility
of the monster's existence. Common sense
’ has always arrayed itself on the side of
« iznorance 2nd ‘)remdlce. It has always been
B ock in the way of progress.
* Jt. persecuted the Christians, it combated
Copernicus, Galileo and Columbus; it upheld
e 1t the and
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THEE GREAT SEA SERPENT AS SEEN RECENTLY ON THE SOUND ZBY THE CHRIS’I‘&AN lENDEAVORERS.

lcagul upon the rail of his plazza, About an
eizghth of 1 mlle away he saw a strange crea-
tare moving through the water.

MR, PUTNAM'S SERPENT.

“I saw it anproaching, passing and depart-
ing, and watched it most attentively for
about ten minutes, Judging by the apparent
length of yachts, whose dimensions 1 know,
as they appear at that distance, 1 estimated
the length to have been not less than eighty
feet. The head seemed short and about the
size of a nall cask. while the middle of the

ody was larger than that of 1 man,
The color was a dark brown, and it appeared
1o be somewhat mottled with a lighter shade.

On the 19th, A week later, the same creat-
ure, or one exactly like It, was distinctly
secn by his neighbor, the Rev. David Brewer,
assistant pastor of Park Street Church, Bos-
s by his wife and servant and several
others.” These facts set him to studying up
the question, and
cated records of the visit o
monster to New England waters as follows::
Gl June 20, 1815

August 10-28, 1817

1
loucester ...

G August —, 1818

Nahant .... ugust 19, 1813
August 10, 1820

Nahant . . 12, 1823

Nahant .

Lynn

N: t ...

G!nucester

e repol ng ese,
piains, “have not come from ignorant and
unreliable men, but from such gentlemen as
Colonel Thomas H. Perkins, of Boston; Chap-

n United States Navy;

Lonsao ash, of Glouces-.
ter, and B, F. Newhall, of Saugus;as well as
from Intelligent captains, sallors, and flsher-
men. I would gladly give the detalls of these
reports, but can only sav in this article that T
am surprised to find such a substantial agree-
ment between these statements and my own,
as given in the Boston Journal and The Cape
Ann Breeze. In length, in color, in move-
ment, in size, in speed, as usually seen, and
in the manner of cutting the water, our ac-
counts so agree that I could give a complete
account In the words of others written years
since, and which I affirm I had never seen.”

TIIE NAHANT MOMNSTER,

The appearance of the monster at Nahant
on August 19, 1519, was specially noteworthy,
inasmuch as six credible witnesses have left
written testimony of the fact. Here is the
description given by Mr. Nathan D. Chase,

of Lynn, Mass., In a letter written in 1881

i
THE DAEDALUS SEA SERPENT, . ¥ -
(Seer August G, 1848)
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THE KATIE SEA SERPENT.
3 (Seen May 31, 1852) .
the steam locomotive, it sncered at the At- | for the purpose of conveying concisely all
Jantic cable, It veviled the abolitlonists. he knew of the circumstances:—*In relation

ofessor Proctor says (Professor I’roc-

tor, the famous Englishman of science), ths
difficulty in . in

Tegard to the sea serpent is the ridicule with
which its publication is greeted, an o=
fessor Proctor continues:— ‘Naturallsts have
©een far less Incredulous than the gencral

HEAD OF THC DAEDALUS :EA SLRPENT,
public. We confess we do not well see how
.such a chaln of probabhilities can_be readily
®et aslde.” Professor J. G. Wood harps on

.« tire same_ string. “It does ulre somo
couraze,” he ecknowledges, “'to face the al-
ternative of being elther ridlculed 2s an ig-
Jorant focl or denounced as a contciaptibie
imposter, but such i3 the ordeal through
‘which all have t6 pas3 who venture to assert
that they have geen the sca serpent.”

PINION OF ACASSIZ,

Do you want a greater name? Well, in
American science ar leret you cannot find a
grester name than that of Profeasor Louis

assiz. Asacsiz expressly amirmed not only
shat the sea rerpent mighit have an existence,
but that it mizht jmeke {13 Labitat in Amerl-
an waters, “It wocld be In precise con-
formity with analogy that such an animal
should exist in Amcrican sc2s 1 see no
chance to doubt that seme huge animal with
outward form much like a serpent did somz-
times visit these shores.”

Certalniy the ovidence I Laver of Agassiz’s
statement is overwaciming.

Graaville 33, Putnan, of the Frankla
Sckocl, Eoston, saw a sea serpert on the af-
ternodn of August 12, 183G, In front of hix ot~
tage at Pizeca Cove. Mass. Iiis attention
Aeas drawn to it by Calvin W. Pno!‘ the Town
Clerlz of Rockport, wno cried cut that ke saw
some strange thirg in the water; “f thinlk iz
§an £23 scrpent”™

Mr. Putnam fazed hir marine glass ard |

AY

to the account given by myself of a strange
fish, scr;;‘ent, or other marfane animal, I have
to say that I saw him on a pleasant, calm
summer morning of August, 1519, from I.ong
Beach, Lyna, tow called Nahant. The
water was smooth, and the creature seemed
about a quarter of a mile away. What I
saw of nis length was about sixty feet. It
was difficult to count the humps or undula-
tions on his back, as they did not all appear
at once. This accounts in part for the varied
descriptions given of him by other parties.
His appearance on the surface was occa-
sional and but for a short'thne. The color
of kis skin was dark, differing but little
from that of thc water or the back of any
common fish.”
JAMES PR:NCE CORROBORATES.

‘The testimony of Jamea Prince, marshal
of the district, was evén more to the point.
1t is contained in a letter written a few days
after the cvent to Judge Davis, of Bostoni—

“Mr DEatt JUnGe—I presume I have seen
what is generally called the ‘sea serpent.’
¢ & e ] will state that which in the pres-
ence of more than two hundred other wit-
nesses took place near the Long Beach of
Nazhant on Saturday morning last.

“As he swam up the bay we, as well as
other spectaters, moved on and kept necarly
abreast of him. He occasionally withdrew
himself under water, rcmaining about eight
minutes.

“Mrs. Prince and the cocachman, having

beach_about two hours the animal disap-
ared,

*‘On passing over to the beach of Little
Nahant on our way homeward we were again
gratified by a sight of him beyond even what
we saw in the other bay. We concluded he
had left_the latter place In consequence of
the numbers of boats that were chasing him,
,the nojse of whose oars must have disturbed
him. We had here more than a dozen views
of him, and each shnilar to the other; one,
however, so near that the coachman exe
claimed, ‘Oh, see hls glistening eye! ™

FOREIGN 8EA SERPENTS,
The Massachusetts sea serpcnt appears to

was shaped like that of = huge serpent. This
remarkable creature seems to have been
more Lke a glant squid than like any ani-
mal of the serpent kind.

Two records of our mysterious monster,
with plenty of detalls, soon follow. Joseph
Kent, seaman, beheld in Broad Bay, in May,
1751, a great serpent, longer and thicker than
the main boom of his eighty-five ton ship;
and good Bishop Pontoppidan, in his famous
“Natural History of Norway,” tells us that
the Norwegian coast s the only European
shore visited by the creature; and that a
formldable svecimen, 600 feet long, with its
extended back looking like a row of noating
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B SHOP EGEDE'S SEA SERPENT.
(Seen June 17, 1734.)

be a kindly and Inoffensive animal. Not so
the monster which has been seen ,in the
No a and in the Pacific Ocean, In
1892 the correspondent of the North British
Dally Mall at Peterhead, Scotland, sent to
his paper a thrilling story of the encounter
of the good herring boat Harbinger with an
ccean horror. The log of the event was
most circumstantial, ree members of the
crew were on deck and three below, Sud-
denly a’dreadful monster made its appear-
ance on the port side.

‘This awesome tale excited the usual blithe
hilarity among newspaper folk., Whereupon
Mr. T. M. Armit, of Leith, a reputable citizen,
ed that

3

e e y e
“resembles greatly the beast or fish that T
and six others stood and looked at in broad
dayl nfm for fully ten minutes, We were on

the disabled ship Colombo, of Green-
ock, and were being towed from Panama to

cight feet abiove the main rall amidships.
‘While wondering what could have causcd
such a)phenomenon, we were greatly sur-
priscd to see a creature rise slowly vut of the
water until it stood from twenty-five to
thirty feet above tho sea at a distance of
threo ship lcngths astern. The neck ap-
peared to be three or four feet In diameter,
and gradually swelled toward the water to

Z e

ten minutes, when It slowly retired below,

‘We saw nothing in the shape of fns or feet

about it, nor could we discern whether it was

provided with double rows of businsss look-

i,ng teeth, butaslntcehthat day I hatvc always
23 o

een
sea monsters.”

Mr, Armit backed up his statement Wwith a
sketch of the monster.

2ORE STORIES,

Ancient as well as modern authorities are
full of the sca serpent. Perhaps the two
serpents who attacked Laocoon were of this

reed.

To come to later accounts, In 1639 an Eng-
lish traveller named Josselyn, who came over

o New England on a visit, was told of a sea
serpent that lay coiled on some rocks at Cape
Ann, Mass. And it should be observed how
carly Massachusetts waters and *he New
Eniland coast became the regions linked
with appearances of tha mysterfous creature.
Some Indlans'who rowed near this one in a
skift were sorely frightened, and warned the
Inglishmen with them not to ﬁ? at it or
they would be in peril. Unluckily Mr, Josse-
lyn was not of the boat party, and the result
i3 that we get this account only by hearsay.

EGEDE’S NARRATIVE.
The next narrative of value is a singular

PLESIOSAURUS (DOLICHODEIRUS) RESTORED.

hogsheads, was chased by a boat’s crew of
elght sallors, under a certain Captain De
Ferry, but that it'escaped. He gives an ex-
planation of their habits, and it seems that
these creatures have their home ordinarily
at the bottom of the sea, coming to the sur-
face only at their spawning time, the months
of July and August, and even then only in
the calmest of weather.
THE DAEDALUS SERPENT.
Captain McQuhae, of H. M. 8, D in
a letter to the English Admliralty, described
the sea serpent he and his crew saw in Au-
gust, 1848,
brown color, with no fins, but something like
a mane on the back of his neck. He and his
men saw it plainly as it passed their keel
‘water at from twelve to fifteen knots speed.
This account caused a great sensation.
Professor Owen, however. was doubtful. He
went so far as to ray that a greater number
of witnesses could be brought together to
prove the existence of ghosts than of sez. ser-

pents.

Then McQuhae waxed wroth. He wrote
in reply that his officers and crew, not to
spe: of himself, knew enough to distin-
guish between a whale, a crocodile, a thark
and a sea serpent, He reasserted the truth
of hig report to the Admiralty in regard
to the color, form and size of the marine

and closed by saying
that he progressed far enough in his ac-
quaintance with’ the monster to say that it
really was not a ghost.

If Professor Owen remained recalcitrant
another English scientist, our friend MMr.
Proctor, considers that *'the gtatement of the
captaln and crew of the Daedalus, the former
an officer of good standing in the English
Navy, has never veen overthrown.”

In 1843 Captaln the Hon. George Hope re-
ported that on board the English war ship
Fly, In the Gulf of Mexico, the weather being
perfectly calm and the water transparent,
he saw plainly visible at the bottom of the
zulf a great sea monster. It had somewhat
the appearance of an alligator, only the neck
was much longer and instead of legs or feet
it had four great fan-shaped flappers, similar
1o those of a turtle, the front palr beiug
larger than those behind. Ring stripes were
about its body. The monster apneared to be
following its prey along the bottom of the
flea' its movements being distinctly serpen-

ne.

Dr. Newman, the editor of the Zoologist,
halled Captain Hope’s discovery as the most
interesting blological event of the century.
He, recalled that Bishop Pontoppidian had
described the sea sernent as "a wurm witl
four flappers on its belly” (worm belng the
anclent name given to all specles of dragons,
snakes and serpents), and he asserted that
“it the Enaliosaurus still existed 1t would be
of the same appearance” as the animal de-
scribed by Hope and Pontoplddian.

Chaplain Welss, of the Lloyd steamer
Katle, gave a good report of a sea serpent he
had seen on a journey from New York to
Newcastle, England. At nine o’clock in the
cvening of May 31, 1852, he distinctly saw in
the bright moonlight a short distance away
a serpent about one hundred and cighty feet
long and twenty feet wide, furnished with
fing like lateen salls. All the crew and the

ssengers appeared on the deck to see the
wonderful sight.

A very similar animal was seen about a
year later, on July 26, 1883, from the German
corvette Elizabeth,

In short, Oudermans in his book on the sea
serpent records no less than sixty-five ap-
pearances of his zoological favorite on the
east coast of North America, forty-six on the
Norweglan north coast and fifteen on the
Scotch coasts,

He believes that this testimony 1s final,
and he comes to the conclusion that the sea

"W,
prehistoric ancestor was probably the basilo-
saurus,

Other scientlsts belleve that the great
plesiosaurs, {ichthyosaurs and

numerous other sea reptiles whose bones are
found burled along the Atlantic shores and
creatures of rtions,

ance to me in marking the progress of the
animal. They wculd say, ‘He’s nuw turning,”
and Ly the aid of a placs I could distinguish
the movement. 1 hua scven distinct views
of him feom Long Ecach, and during some of
tham the animal was not more than a aund-
red yards distaut. After we had been at the

hetter cvas than myself, wese of great assist- l

description by Rev, Hans Egede, a distin-
gulshed misslonary taGreenland, whorecords
in bis diary in 1734 the rising to the surface
of the sea ncar his parish of a “monster,”
so0 huge in size, that, coming ont of the water,
its nead reached as high as the mainma:
It had a long, vointed snomt, and spoute

like a whale. The under part of the body

T
correspond so nearly to the living ocean
which has been seen in various
parts of the Atlantic Ocean and is known as
the “‘sca serpent™ that the existence of such
an animal in the present geological time is
not improbable,

So you m: take your cholice. That the
sea serpent, If it exists at all, is a survlval
from some monster species supposed tao have
been’long extinct is pretty certain. It may

as some sixty feet long, of a darR-|

be a Plezlosaurus, an Enallosaurus, or a

Basilosaurus.
AS IT WAS SEEM

Captain Hazard, of the New

IN THE SOUND.
Tells

IBSEN'S-RAT-WIFE -
HAS AN ORIGINAL.

He Is a Professional Ratcatcher, ard
He Has a Prosperous Establishment
in Fulton Street, New York.

PLAYS LIKE THE PIED PIPER.

Norwegian Papers Claim That the Great Nov-
elist Drew the Character in Little Eyolf
from Adolph Isaacsen.

ONCE MET IBSEN IN MUNICH.

HAT wiil do, Rotte-
fanger. Let go my fifie
ger, varlet; I am not a
. rat.”

Then the little, old,
bright eyed man who,
according to Norwe-
gian bellef, has fig-
‘ ured in the wild, unre-

strained genius of 1b-
sen, shook a Jong, snakelike ferret from his
finger and laughed. It was morc of & cackle
than a laugh, but it was warm and genial,
and g of the to flats
used by = hen In celebrating” the advent of
an egg. *

This was the orlginal of that pecullar per-
sonality put forth in the character of the
“rat-wife”” by Henrik Ibs¢n in his play of
“Little Eyolf.”” There was nothing repulsive
about him, notwithstanding the fact that his
eyes were sharp and bright and llke those

of a rodent. This peculiarity probsbl{ came
from his having passed years of his life
among the rats in the gloomy holds of ships,
in the cellars of great warehouses and busi-
ness establishments, where the colonies of
the “little people” gnaw away their lives.

e nam the original of Ibsen’s *rat
woman’ is Adolph Isaacsen, and ke is one of
New York's few professional ratcatchers.
He_ has an establishment in Fulton street,
and by strict attention to the extermination
of creeping things he has become fairly well
to do. Talk to Mr. Isaacsen mjmlmt:z! and
he will reply In monosyllables: talk to him of
wine, women and song and his face remains

the Herald What He Really Did See.

To determine whether the captains and
officers of the three'Sound steamers which
brought sea s'erpem stories to port a day or
two ago were simply drumming up summer
travel for thelr respective resorts, or ¥hether
they had really sighted something phenome-
nal, I have made 2 careful canvass of many
of the men from whom these stories come.

Some of the more flippant passengers and
walters or sailors were willing to give us
once more the sea serpent of legend and
tradition—flippers, mane, tail and all,

But the more conservative and rellable men
only averred that they had seen something
they could not account for. They saw it on
a clear night under the searchlight.

CAPTAIN HAZARD'S STATEMENT.

«Call it what you like,” said Captzin W.
R, Hazard, of the New Hampshire, “but I'll
tell you candidly that it wasn't a school of
porpoises, or a log, or seaweed, or anything
else that I have seen since I have been

afloat,

“I'll tell you another thing, I should like
to see it again from my own deck as I
did before,; tgxt when it comes to a small
boat, I'd rather no

"We've been well guyed about it, but I tell
you, there may be things afloat that we
know nothing about. Then bear this in
mind. When I saw it I was bound for New
York. It was going the other way. The
Connecticut was behind us. She sighted it
an hour later.  The City of Lowell ran across
it pretty nearly where we did. That all goes
to show that our eyes didn’t play us any
tricks.”

cks.”

#And now, Captain,” I asked, “what did
you really see?*

IT WAS DOUND EAST.

Here is his story:=The New Hampshire
left Stonington at a quarter to eleven Tues-
day night in a thick fog. her whistle sound-
ing continually. She was runmng at reduc
speed. The fog cleared up about half-past
twelve and the whistle was silent. At two
minutes past one, when the ship was off
Falkner's Island, about twelve miles east of

ew Haven, Captain Hazard, who was In
the wheelhouse, heard a great splashing over
the port bow. Pilot Rollins, who was be-

as and blark as a plcture turned
to the wall: speak to him of *‘rats™ and there
Is a transformation. Hls eyes beam, he

ADOLPE 1SAACSEN.

twashes his hands in impalpable water and big
tongue begins to clatter. He probably knows
more about rats than any man In New York
city—not to say the United States.
THE RAT-WIFE IN THE PLAT.
For some time %ust the Norwegian papers
have been publishing statements that 3Mr.
Isaacson was Ibsen’s O

to house. Ile 2
“Little Eyolf” In which the “rat-wife’ fg-
e selesaly in by
-wife comes softly and Doiselessly in by
lnﬂﬁo? ‘o the rignt. 5o Iy a $hin, littie, shranken
figure. old and gray faired, weith keen piereing eyrs.
dressed*n an old fashloned Howered gown, with a
black Iy xl and rlosk, Sbe has ja ber hand a larce
red umbcelia, and carries a biack bag by a logp over

e 7. WiIrn (boddine)—3opseman and I-we
two do it together, And it roes so swoothly, fl;‘l:“!’.;.

, at any rate, I just slip a strinz thi

T a2 i then I legd M three fimes round the
house and play on my Pan’s.pipes. When they bear
that they've got to cowe Up from the cellars and

SEA SERPENT OB3ERVED FROM THE GERMAN CORVETTE ELISABETH,
JULY 26, 1883.

side him, heard the sound at the same mo-
ment. The Captain saw a long body, the out-
line of which suggested a mighty snake
plowing its way eastward, about fifty yards
distant.

In a moment he thought of various objects
with which to compare It, discussing each in

urn. He has tried since to think of some-
thing that looks like it, but he can mention
nothing except a great serpent.

IN A HORES, TOO.

There was foam in its wake and about its
sldes. It was making rapid hcadway. That
it was {n motion and was alive—I asked care-
fully about this—there can be no doubt.
times parts of the body were e:ghteen inches
above the surface of tke water, which at
that hour was very smooth.

Telling the pilot to watch sharply, the cap-
tain_swept the water wiih the searchlight
until the path of light traversed the strange
creature from end to erd. Still they could
sce ro head that they could describe. The
light dld not terrify the monster, seeminzly,
for it continued at the same speed.

It was dark In color and ’ts bulk seemed

reatest In the middle. Neither man could

iscern fins or bliffers, yet by that time some
passengers below and some waiters who had
been lcrlltylnf; themselves agalnst “too
much Roosevelt” were willing to swear to
gleaming scales, a mane =nd a forked tail,
not to mention a menac.ng eve that looked
like the port hole of a burning ship.

The length visible was about sixty fzet, but

FIGHT DETWEEN A SEA SERPENT AND A
WHALE.
[Seen July 8, 1875.]

at times only thirty or forty fect was above
water, Occsslonal?;r the pack was arched
somewhat, but from the New Hampshire
the motlon of the monster seemed cellike,
rather than the mult{-hump motion with
which a sea serpent is usually charged.

The creature did not dive. The captainsaw
it until it was lost astern—bound eastward
In the direction of the steamer Connecticut,
which was following the New Hampshire. It
was in sight only & few minutes, and, o
course, the distance Yetween it and the ship
increased so rapidly ‘hat before the search-
light had been upon'it more than a few
seconds it way to permit of a

was too far a
more detalled description than is given here.

¢
f

dawn from the garrets and out of their holes, all tke
Liessed little croatares.

EYOLF—And does he bite them to death then?

THE RAT-WIFE-Oh. not at all! Mo, we go down
to ihe boat. he and 1 do. and then tkey follow after
us, both ti€ big ones and the little ratikins,
rly)—And what_then, teil me?
IFE—Then we push out from the land
cull with one oar and play on my I'zu‘s
pi nd Mopseman, he swims behind. (With
xlmﬂn eyes.) Ao all the creepers ai erawl .
hey fol amd follow us out into the deep, deep
waters. Aye, for they bave to.

MR. ISAACSEX MET IRSEX.

“I have never read the play of ‘Littla
Eyolf,”” said Mr. Isaacson, when I called
on him a few days ago. “I didn't know
anything _ about it. I have met Ibsen,
though. I met him in Munich, where I was
doing some work in my line. I did not know
who It was at the time. But oh, this busi-
ness of rat catching! Not one of them can
get away when I get after them. I am old
now, and cannot get around as L used to, but
my son can do the business. I like to look
on. Oh, what fine times uscd to have
among_the rats. I well remember the last
time. It was on board a big Australian elip-
per ship.

*“I went on board with my bag and my
bottle and my harmonica. The captain asked
why I did not brinz my ferrets. Ferrets? X
knew a trick worth a dozen ferrets.

“I crept down Into the hold with a lantern.
1t was dark and dismal, and smelled horribly.
but [ knew the rats were there, because I
could hear them pittering and pattering
among the moldy beams, and squealing out
their delightful songs. Ibegan toplay on the
With the first note there was
Then they. began to troop around
me by tens and hindreds. They formed a
black mass about my feet. I moved slowly
up to the gangway, with the army of rats
following. Still playing, I moved around the
deck from stem to stern, with the blinking
horde, half blind from the sudden iight, blun-
dering about my feet.

“Then I crept over the side on a rope lad-
der, hung over the bulwarks, and, with my
harmonica still golng, 1

“One by onc they clambered to the bul-
warks, and one by one
tail and threw them into the water., Oh, I
tell you It was fun. I hung there for almost
two hours, playing and throwing rats into
the water. The captain and crew were
speechless with astonishment. T do not
know how many rats I handled. Iknow that
I cleared the ship and got a good bit for it.
Ican do 1t again, too.

I do not know whether Ibsen put me In
his play or not. I don’tlook much like a wo-
man, do 17"* .

It must be sald that the only polnts of
similarity between Mr. Isaacsen and the rat-
wife lie In their professions. 3r, Isaacsen
is genial, open and prosperous. The rat-wife
was_poor, mysterlous and secretive. It is
hard to say just why Ibsen incorporated this
character in his work. After the above scene
she drops entirely out of it




