New-Yorg, Nov. 12, 1773,
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T'he worthy Inhabitants of the City of
NEW-YORK,
VERY good citizen will bainclined
from duty as well as intereft, to love
his country, and to be zealous in ad.
vancing ity welfare, 'Tisto the exer-
tion of the commaon wifdom and power
in the purfuit of s common good, that he owes
the fecurity of his life, Jiberty and property ;
and he \vil{of‘courrc feel himfelf under an obli-
ation of contributing his fhare to the promo-
tion of public happinefs, The man who makes
the general interelts of the fociety, of which he
iaamembcr,lhcprcui”ng obJelt af his actions,
,iullly merits the honourable title of “a patriot,
This 13 the anly ground on which a clalm to fo
diftinguithed a’charagter can be founded, An
attachment to any particular branch of the com-
munity, and a zealoys pramotion of any men
or meafures, difyuife them under whatever
names you pleale, if they interfere with the
good of the avbole ficitty, “are not inflances of
rdrimifm. ‘I'he object'of this iltuttrlous viitue,
s comman barplmﬁ. and ta preferve thls objedt
perpetually in view, willbe the fludy of every
good citizen,  For when mea unitein clvil fo-
ciety, a common intereft of the whole Is formed,
and each member obliges himfelf to aét jolntly
with the rett for this common interelt, The
doétrine holds with equal pertinency, when
applied to the largeror more complexmembers
of the body polftic, as when applied ta indivis
duals, The Izooil of the whole foclety miuft then
olfobethe teading objedt, 4ad an attention to
this greater gocd, is the criterion by which the
spattintis difingulthed, With whatcountenance,
“then, fellow citizens, can they affume the cha.
radler of patriots, who endeavour to feparate
(what in Raturo can never be dia]oinej; the
good of panicular branches of the community
ront the good of the community itfelf? Can
they have any title to public fpirft, who, while
theyareacknowledged fubje@sof Greatelritain,
would teach you to ditnguith between your
own nterells and hers 2 Yoy love your country,
and this afle@ion is your duty, your honour
but remember that not this, cr any other pro.
vince, ls your country, but the wobcle Dritifh
< enpire, 1ts feenth and fuperiority oyer it tival
neighbours, are the drenath and plory of crery
partof its dominions, and hsin{urics, the inju-
ries of wsall,  On this pround let ng teft the
pretenfions of fome men'to pacrio:ifing
Itis needlefs to obferve to you that the im-
ortance of modern flates in the balance of
Lurope, depends on their commercial advantages,
In this view, the confequences of abtaining a
fupetiority in the lucrative trade of the Kait,
have enpaged the attention of every Ruropean
power, Saimportant has this hranch of com.
merce heen deem'd, that fame of the ableft
writers on trade have not ferupled to fay, ¢ that
if any natlon wasabla to cagrofs it, that nation
would inevitably preponderate in the ballance
of Burojlvc, and bid falr to by miftrefs of the
et Ience tho flates, which are sivals in
commerce, have made [t a particular object,
and asa moft efeusl means of fecuring a por
tion in it, have Inthtuted tradiug compasieswith
peesliar privileges, The Indlacompany of France
cnﬁngc thedeepeft policy ofthe fubtle Riedelies,
and the penetrating Colbart, Thofe of Great.
Britaln and the United Pravinces, have fuet
with fimilar encouragement from thelr refpece
tive flatefmen, N
The propriety of managing this commerce
by trm.{[n?‘ companies, fearcely needs clucidaa
tion, Where it xmmhcrof’indyvidunla carry on
a branch of trade for their Jolnt Intereff, thelr
meafures will be more lkely to fucceed from
an wnlon of'd:ﬁﬁ',n and exertion, and whether
they a&t in the charaéter of fellers or purchafers,
they will efeape thofe difadvantages which arife
from competition,  From hence it is obyions
that any luropean power which allowed ity
fubjells a free trade in this braneli, would never
be nble to withftand its rlvals, who néted by the
unfted and uniform foree of wealthy companics,
18 shen n fuperority In the Indls commerca
15 of Infinite fmpaitance to a commerchal fte,

and if a company under Juft regul is the
only probable medinm of fecuring to Great
Britain hier fhare In shis branch 3 can any of her
fubjetts, who profefs the charater of patrlats,
hefitate a moment in determining whether it is
their duty to prefer the Intefett of the Englitk
company to that of its rivals 2 Does he not vlo-
late the obligations he is under to hls conntry,
who endeavours to traduce and injure fo im.
portant and necefary an infiftution ¢ Ihall not,
at prefent, conflder the harges which have been
brought againit the company, bat leave thent
to fome other opportunity, {Io human Inflive
tlon whatfoever is totally free from Impei fection
and abufey but none but weak or fraudulent
minds would conclude fiom aceidental pervers
Jins, that the genersl and natural teud:m{y of
any conftitution was prejudicial, One ufeful
canfequence, howeyer, you can draw from the
virulent attack on the Ealt-India company, that
thofe violent partizans are enraged, not through
any jealoufy, as they pretend, for ynur liberdes,
but through an enmity to the company itfelf,
whichin their addrcffgu they have held wp in
the moft odlous colours, and loaded with the
moft {lliberal and cruel inve@ives,

But notwithftanding theinfidious arts which
have been ufed to bias your minds, I am cone
vinced, that no hone® man, who ls fully ac-
auainted with the {nfinite importance of th
-ompity to the coramercial intercfts of his
country, and who is alfo fenfible of hix duty,
as a member of fociety, to ffudy its welfare,can
be at 4 lofs what courfe he ought to purfue,

The Britifh Company is at this time in ex.
treme diflrefs, tottering on the verge of ruin,
Its fall would be fatal to our trading interelt,
In this feafon of danger, the Legiflature, among
other methods of afliftance, hat granted the li-
berty of exporting fome of that Immenfe quan<
tty of teas which they have on hand, free from
all dutles, to their fellow fub}a&s {u America,
At the fame time, & few of your merchants
have thelr Rores crouded with teds from the
Dutch Company, the fale of which would be
injur'd by the fale of the Enlith, which is
betterin quality, and can be afforded at a much
cheaper sate, In this dilemma, canit be a
matter of doubt to 8 lover of bit country, 10 an
boneft man, whether he fhould encourage the
#Mliett trader, who crams his coffers with wealth,
at the exnence of the confclences of numbes

vof deluded dependents, and to the fupport and
exnltation of a_foreign Company, whichlsa
rival to that of his own country s or by purchat-
ing from the fair trader, to affit in this extre.
mity an Inititatlon on which die commercial
intereft of the fate fo greatly depends ? Is s
the office of a patriot to encourage an unlaw-
ﬁ:ﬂﬂic. to the prejudice of the common wealth,

which a few individuals (for tothe honour

ur country and virtue, only a few have thus
facrificed their confeiences to their pockets) will
accumulate wealth, by extorting what price
they pleafe from the public for their illicit com»
modities s or to fupport the commercial [nteraft
in generalof the State of whick he {s s member,
by encouraging n trading company, whofe wel-
fare is fo ncecfliry to keep hereln a balance
with her nelghbours I' By complying with the
arsfulfch:mcs of the former, you doan ¢ffential
injury to your countryy but by fupporting the
Jatter, you will not enly promote the common
godd, but your awn partieutar interet alfo,
The teas which you wrll receive from London
are ackoowledged to be fuperior in quality to
thofe Imported from Holland, and will be fold
to you in all human probability atleat a illing
in the pound chieaper,

But ieis faid, that your likertlosare in danger,
that if you tonch @ grain of vhe accurfid Englifh
teas you are undenes A (mall attenticn to the adt
of Patllament, and the reafon of the Jaw, will
fhow the fallacy of fuch aflertions,

"The end of the ad is to_encourage the fale
of the company’s teas in Americay and from
hence arifes a prefumption, that it mult free
them from the greatelt Incumbrances tn fuch
faley which are'the duties impofed on the com«
modity, ¢ Accordingly, the aét expreffes that
they fiialt export tea to any ¥ ofthe Brltifh co-
“ losies or’ plantations in America, or to
“* forelgn parts, dicharged fiom the payment
‘¢ of any euflomsor dutles nobatfoever y any thing
“ 1n the (ild reclted @, or any other a&, to
“ the contrary notwithfunding,” The ex-

refiiuns hete dre unlimited, Lo fay that the
iaft-Indla company is liable to the payment of
pany ¥

a duty on exportation, and yet thatitis permit.
ted to exportis diftbarged from any r:jlﬁnw or
duties avbatfoever, is a8 frony acontradlétion as
words can bear, ~ Had it not Leen the intention
of tha legiflature to Include the duty fo much

pti We therefore corclude that the
company, belng exempted from the payment of
all cuftoms or duties on expertation whatfoe ev,
without exception, muft be diftharged of courfe
from the duties arffing from the revenue adt,

The condu&t of the Commfioncrs of the
Cultoms will be the beft comment, If they difs
claim all demand of dutles on its belng linded
and fold here, all nh{emom drawn from theory
and fpeeulation mutt be vain and abfurd,

But every meafuie of the cabal, fellow citie
zens | ds an undoubted proof, that not your }i-
berties, but their private inteicft Is the obje&,
To create an odinm againt the Britith com.

any {y the main point at which they have Ja.
Enured. They have toa richly expeiienced the
fruits which may be reaped from a contraband
trade, which their confeiences qualify them for
menopolizing, to relinguith them ‘to oathers
withauta ftruggle, T'o H?vevty they can pretend
no friendMip,  Every flep chey have hitherto
taken has been introduétive of the molt fatal ty-
ranny § a tyranny-of fo high anature as not to
permit a fellow citizen even to think differently
from them without danger,

Itis the part of every man who values the
bleflings of focial life, o be jealous of his civil
libertles; and, in order to their prefervation to
be watchful that no members of the community
ufurpa tyrannical power of trangrefling the
laws, No man can be in amore abje& fiate of
hondage, than he whofe Reputatlon, Property
and Lite, are not under the fecurity of law 3 but
expoftd to the difiretionary violence of any
part of the communlty,

"The exercife of force, contrary to, 'or not au-
thotlzed by law, ds diametrically oppofite to
every Idea of civil government, and introdudtive
of the moft dangerous and cruel fpecies of fla-
very, Ought not therefore every good citfzen,
who values hislibesty, to oppoﬁ. the arbitrary
incroachments of fome men among us, who

Jhave affumed the legiflatdve power of the co-
Tony, arrogated the privileye of decrecing what
fsright or wrong, and affimed the judicial and
excentive power of determining on'the adtions
of any of the community, and puniling thofi
whant they may deein offenders? Ts the Legif-
Tatwie arnd the Magiftracy, to be annulled, or
are they to remainbutempty names?  Are we
to know our rights by the laws, are tde to be
the rule of our adtions or mult we regulateour
canduét by, and have our civil liberties de.
pendent on, the fluttuating and capricious dew
cifions of a giddy cabal?  Fven in the purelt
and fimpleR denocracy nathing Isobligatory ex-
cept by the canfentof the mnﬁvir;' conftitutinn -
ally plven, Butamong US the'crude decrees
of a fmall eaba), who are aluated by felf in-
tetcit, are to Le Linding on the whole com-
munity; and whoever ventures to contradlet
them, " ar even exprefy a doubt of their validit
and propriety, muft beespofed to violence, and,
unheard, without a tryal, muft be condemned
to infamy and difgrace,

Every friend to fiderty mul be alarmed at
fuch proceduies; and cven the xronmtvrs of
fuch meafures fhould tremble, left they kindle
a civil conflagration, which, becoming ungo-
vernable, may end in the deftruétion of thelr
own property, Your own haufe is in danger,
when your neighbeur’s is in flames, On points
that concern us all, everyman in the province
has asight of judging, ‘and whatever body of
men, without being chofen reprefentatives of
thereft, jpw:f\uuc, to determineandadt for them,
effeQually Jc{m‘w us of our Jibertles, While
we are watchful againlt external attacks on our
freedom, let us be on our guard, felt we become
enflaved by dangerous tyvants withiu,

POPLICOLA

contplained of in the geaeral exemption, It ds |

reafonable to think we fiould find an exprefs
exception to Hinit its opetadlon, But nofuch
cxception can bo founds Tn the refiricory
Claufe, the legiflare mentlons no Inpafir,
Gufloms o8 Dufitty which sro not affciled by thls



