DORLESTIO.
l ' [Fiom the JNusheillg dicgublican}
The communication In this day's ppyva from u»t
s\ttorney Genteral; explains thegircumstancos con,
nected jrith th degth of the négro slave of Gen-
epal Jagkson, alluded 1o {n Coly Lirwin'e Lt cou
myuleation t the  Bdnaer und Whig. It place
1ha doprayity of Evwin, and tin fiiendihip of 3t
\um or Geu, Juckson, in a mew lighty bath of
which wil) doubtless be justly spproclatid.
Frhygey, Tesw. dugist 9th, 1829,
Gextlemen + Lhave juss véreivod & note of
yesterfay, front a membar of the Nastilld Come
mitloe, Fequesting me, as tho Atloruey prosecuts
g in behalf of thie'stats of Tehnessee,'ta furnkéa,
Wirouph youst paper, to the public; @ statement.of,
the aweumstunices atending the doath of Galbert,
& slave, Jately the property of Genu Andrasw Jucks
v I complinnéo with that call, 1 willnow makq
R ta the publie ayety Jdncident yeedmpanyi
mitlm anir to which any hupotaiice can be Aty
¢l " !

“Upon ,the 29th da;( of- August, In tha yoer o)
onr Lord 1327, Moj, Wi B.Len‘lzinf\\nimd me,
that during the preceding day, Gilbert, » slave of,
Uen, Jackson's- hod been kitled by his Qverscer,
aud that the Generat hat writtan to the Caiouer of
the county and had vequestod him Yo hokl on fnd
quest.aver Gitbert’s badys & that it was lie wivl,
of the teneral thatd should altead the oxamina«
tion; ha, adso informed a0 that tha Coroner and the
Jury were then on thelr way to the, Hearmitge, 1
told Bim 1hat I would ntiend; and'staited therd as
aoon 08 ¥ could with, convenience; but before |
reacheil thersy the Jury had acted upon the watter'
and hal proponnced” that Gilbert had been
killed by ¥ra Walton, his' Oversver, in his ne-y
eassury self-defvncey amd, that Watton hait been!
redensed from enstodya Tho jury and withesses'
had not dieperecd when I arrlved, aul gomio of the |
ompany ju the piesenceofatl, judytng correctly ot
the ohject ‘ot mr vislty~ ptoeeeded to rélate fo e
the pildence pléen to tham upon that orcaslon.
ba Witngesos were men bI* tuguestlanable tiuth,
nd the jury was composod.ul spveral gentlonien
f fberal reduention, ‘and  all of them Weira  weu'|
of good senso and of great vpspectability, Tho
festimony Jetailed to me, tinder the clicuristances
just mentioned, wasin mbetance, the same with
that contéineds i the ptlidavit of fia Walton, the
Qyerseer, which I havo carefully evamined, and
faas followe ¢ N

* L Irk Walton, 'state, th 't npon the 28th day
of "August, 1827, \Whilst fiving with Gen, Andiew
Jackson ju Uie'capaclly ‘of Ovoracer 3 stos under
the pecessily of killing Gllbert,n slave] the pros
pcmy of Gen. WJuckson.» The circumstances  ote
tending the-slidrare 03 follows:—Gilbert was o
very strong, s1out sniit, possessoit of o toit violent
and ungayernabla temper and ditpotilon, Wil mas
:x other faulte. Elé fiequontly rannway sird u.\{:

out dntilhe would be appiehended aid hronght
home, On all previous occasfons Gen, Nacksn
bak forgiven him for. thoso offanees, without cliays
tisement, upon hispromises of hutfer_ hehnviour ¢
which, so far from reforning hidny 1Ad minde him
much worsg and more difficnlto be controlied. A
houtthe st bf June, 1827, ho aguin funaway .-
Upon the 27th of August, of tlal year, he wie
brotght home, as I belieye, by a Mr. McCultough,
liml.‘hlc,lnthe ‘evening, Thatulaht'Gen, Juck:
=on catted 1o sos Gilbort, who nlnn n petitivncd the

Gengeral for forgivencss, to which thini Genetn) tc-
plied, that be "had dedelvit him 9o often by, haie
prowlsea thai he coulihnat trust to hin promises
any longer, & left Bim, That night the Cen. nained

whipped; but,upan reflection, by thendyhieyed by
would hothave hlm whipped, & sald Jnust take
him to Nashville inthe moraling,tied 3 ha ¥ a3,tell
his character, snel sed bim for wiiatever ho woull
command at auction 1 gravo 1tas my opinfun that
fhia would nat o, for savern) of Ids nemces hnd
been Injared by indulgence, and that If some ex-
amples wero not ade 1 conld hot cohliol theme—
that Gilbert waa the most insolent stive ho owned;
end thesefora the most fit subject for punishument,
Tho Gehnerad then yemarked that I wos coirect,
and told me to take hin away fiom the houto neat
mavning and whip hlin moderately with kinall inde,
Early next moruing [ stosted wilh Uitleétr, ed,
for " distant ficld, wheretha slaves weie at work,
and where I fntended chastlsing) him maderately,
according to (he discetions ol Gun Juckaon,  {n
going ta 1hi8 ficld it was necessary for ma to pass
through d bady of wyodlind, T here war with iy~
selfand Githert o smalt hoy abuut ton yanre ohlm
Shortly nfter we entared tho woads bidirected the
bey ta climb n hornbeén saphing, near tho small
path we travelled, and break me a few pwitches,
whichhenccordingly ded. At thus thae, whilst thn
bay was breaking the switches, Gitbert, who was
walking before me, came {o 2 abrapt crook fu the
road arqund the eid of a log—lig passed pround, I
followed at tha distancy of about four or five yords
behind; -when he hiad }mnsell the end of the log he
came facing me upon the opposit side, having dis«
engaged ona of his avimg fiom the rope, both of|
which ha been tied but lnosely before Sifiv arouid

ie made a suddedspiing, keized mo by the breast
with both hands and jeiked mn down acrows the
togwas 1 wwas 1hidug he prekei np & chinle of wool
and efvuck ne acrosa the head, which felled
196t the ground—lie then jurspedon me, and, a1
Thave belore stated, he was o very stout, heay:
wnan,and § beingbut emall and not very strang, b
praved an oveunatch lor mes Gilbert havingg fult
puichase with both hands, then commenced bents
[n“ and choliing e most”violerily, and would, 1
harg no doubt; kiflodine had K notdeawn my
ik <and stablod bim,  After making several
thrusts whth iy daggzer 1t was knocked from m:
haund from elght to (welve Inrhiew beyond the reach
of cither of wemevach triod 1o getit—F called
the boy who secompanied us fo piek It wpmGil-
bert was extending his aim o giasp “st, the hoy
hawever succeeded. Gubertahen comnamled 1l
boy to hand it to by =K teing murh wend-
@1, and suflering by hit violence, srdvred the bo
to plu(\?u the duk into bnr—thn boy stelibed bin
w tha esliy pastof bia thigh, § then ordered Klin
to stab him 40 the site~—ns” (ko hog ndvoneed Gil-
hert theew ontone of his fect agaiast lumyg tho oy,
Ly the violence o the hlow, was thiown off toa
considerable distance pnd fell—Ghbert (hew wore
he nould kist llmbni It he did not keep off Gitbert
was now laying with his whole wiight actoss ny
breast; I extended one of my avngander his, rathe
e monnd iy buly, & grdesed tie boy  plice the
hanlle of the ik in,iny hamd—ha did o thicn
gave Gilheat n sab in the bollow of the back,
Which eaused lum to change hiv posttion by lac-
Ing one kuee on each ride of my wait, when he
agiin aelzedine by the” o with one tiand and
with the other endenvored totake the dagees hom
tne. Fanade'seyeral thiusts stah him i the belly,
but findlag the duk beit nealy donble, § hiew it
ad fax Fiom 1ne wi pos-tble and “made suother eflowt
to 1kse, but fouml [ hal not sulliciont stiengths +
ther diey up my fees tor the puspwe of hicking
Bl froim me— he eanglt oie by the ancles & rose
upavith my deet indithands, thiowing the weigh
of 5y bwnly on my neck,” endeavoying to danb®
me backwards, Whilst in this sicuation I diew
from my pochet o small knife, und bya power ful
wxertion gxticated one of iy deet hom Lis holl
ttie then et o the ether and tell agoin wilh the
weiht of Lis body upun ty bieast, 6 ying to taho
the kmfo oat of my haal, which §keptont of bis
way until he came vl bts body npon i
then thiew by ann siound Lis neck and - tried
cul tho great arterys and withwut touching it, did
cut adocp eash in the back and shio of Ris geek. ©
Lo thea got ug, slepped off about wo paces, tapne
edwlih lisfaco (u\v.\n‘ls' me, stosl ereet, e .
Kpar o 1% L

3
to the, that he had“told Giitest that Lo shoubl be [gle.

the walels, without being ctnfined to his hody— | 8

1]ne ru{ulrus a firrther prosecation 6f the matter,

(whilst 2areso and sustatwed* mysolf with “wueli
ittty ) with hls vy es steadfastiy tixed, he gavel
0 the most honibla laok’for nbolit five or six mi=
nutes—~thien walked abddt ton ot filloen steps, trots
ted ata vapid ptec” about thirty yards more, agoln
walked #ldwly o thd divection of a thickot it lll’e
Erove for a Tew moro paces, ther stepped suddetios
Iy and Slianged hid coureo towabds the Heemitége,
and alter going (Bl direction, abbut ted sfepa Inw 3
elow walk, stoppedt o fakd down. 1 1thd by thiy
ke Yutliciont elronpth to,walk, and wWent Whete
Litbart lays when with this same ropé,which win
elill s tuglog to one of Gilbott's hawds, I put his
otherdhs ough the running noose that had confinéi
it preyioasly, and drest his.hands together aa they.
had been tled before, Saon after (W1 was dona thg
negroes fiom the fald coma, haviug been infors
¢d by the httls boy, who had become plarnie hri&
the steugale] and b the meontivie tun (6 &ﬁq e
fur ussistance, ¥ thow dispatched v soryint, for
Gen. Jackson, and Feturned to Lhe place of cambie
o ‘lick up. sy dirk' {ew articles which byl
fatlon from iy pockotaduring the stragsle, Whitis
trore the, Generil caras up wnd bnquirad what ey
the: mattérambomg informad  bsifow' Wotds 8%
pousible, hewked muo td pond for n phyaelan; T to)s
himy frew appearances E'nppréhended it would b
unnecossary, od I thonght ha physielan could’sava
hiensthy Guenernl eabd, "whiar}l’l 5 resaing there
is hope; and e devid thaf De, M'Corkle shoul be
sent for immadistely. Gitberl was thon parsled to
thy Genoral'shotce; whepe Dri M*Corkle arrived
En ashioxg time, but ag wiable with ‘sl Tis exer-
tlons, to reliove or. savo i, For the few boure
that Gilbort survived tho wolndshe sullenly re
fused. to yay 1o his' mastorar yuyself any thing i,
telation 10 the fatal rencoutiter, Mthiough fequents
ty.cuquired of by Gon, . Jackson, and requented to'
relaty the clrcuimetancess Gilbert talkod freely.
when spokento pnuny other snbjeet whilet ko
Jived,, Alter hotring al{ tho tostimony, snd eoelog
tha wanndsnad brulees that had been Inflicted ups
ou ing by Glthert, | was, juitiBed by the Carpuer's’
inquest which sat on the oceaslon. The' noxt day
alier this m1\zklhl 1 was dischiagpod by, Gon,y Jacks
ron from Mg éwploys Genernh Jackdon #nhbal
quantly hel me prosecuted for the rouider: of
his servant Glibeit, of which 1 was acquitted
by tha Grand Jury ¢f Lavilson Clrcuit Coitrt,
and tigreby hbesated fronthe rulluﬂ( of n Bheril
- IRy WALTON, |
Bubserlbed amd sworn 16 biefora wo 4 jistica of
the pedice tor the county of Willlnnkon, this Sth
day of August, 1223, W SMITH, 3 P
“There wera 410 Jegal witnossos ‘present at iy
rencountes; but Wilton  stited (6 imo=ato Mafs
Feoncls 3, Oyden, of Now Joravy, and My, Samu- |
el Haye, an the aloesalt 20th of” August, the 'day
alter the nflair happenod, the cireumstances sube
stantially tho same as.contalned in his ptBduvit ad
bova, Mk Ogléwand Me Maya'wers'witnesses
belore the jllly{o”n-ﬂﬂpul Jereliilter mautioned.
Ty statemens of Walgon's wae stpon a;ly confiring
wd by brupen and othie) pvideuces of gilvat) vl
Tenee exhibited by his persgnyend the account
bay, coirespondod with the fore=
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of Joe, tieanyail
peing Mateinent, 1o wina ey snart and, dp4
tulilgent boy, who wans faken urido by the jury, as
Badboen proviolinly dlgne by Goa. Juckson, Anik
entetilly enamined shout the «hole. The, jury
contidid 1n (he stutemoht or Walton, bacouse ik
w3 untfonsly (he samo, i piletly corrobarated
iy the stalenient of the boy Joo.=Valtan's pepson’
dtfprited Just'such evidences of sjolenca, ag, Mipht
b expected ham v statemient; and id sdrrouns
ding abjocts, such as Jhe path, thé Vo Bramtrea
theswitehos, nn':l |'he ground |.'Je‘ll' farnished gtele
i ffice of a [on, i

fice of a A
. Uniler therd dlieiimutances’thio fury enders
o the verdiet dleedy menflone, "y
After (i orora ime“nUu-l"n"ﬁ;bbmuu’llaﬁ gond,
homey Gea. lickson aked me'to watle with, blimk
to theplaco  swheio the uoforenate 'aflals, tooks
place, Darlag dur wail, ho acmarkéd to me that
the Jury was cowposed of tenof fist iate chars
acter and futelligeaee; that they bid Inyeatigated
the'afliifr with great daro nrd gircnepection; thet
The'did not find nn‘yl.\ull Mlth thejr decislon: that
it was probably right-that he had no deubt but
thatmany,of Walton’s etatewmnents wera true, pud.
that it Walton gave him tho fatal stah djiring the
seullle o (M4 path, §t was a shiang case of jastifioe
ble homichle; but that he had entertalned some:
doutita afthe cons ectinose of soma parts of Walton's
neeount of the aftaly,  Aboul this time tre arrived
ut tho spot where the main seutlle took, plave;; her
sald it explaln t you my views of this mat-
ter; Aftor Waltan had éont the boy to break tha
ewltches fiom the Ifornbeam, fastentd ol heeping,
Lls eyea iipon Gilbert, was tookings at'the boy upe
on tha tree, aul daceling him dboyt mlllchea; that
Glibert, who wns a aman of stiongs eefso and of
deterutined chavacter, the momenflia furned the
corner of that lop, he discovrod Walton's attention

Withdrawn fiom b tothe bay Joo, § the
tame timo he beeame rouscd by 'seelng the

iinstrument of eorrection hroaking ‘from Mo tret,
inan instant seized the oppottmity of cveking hia
vengeance, of of making his escape, snd Walton
som jerkind dowri acrosy the log alinost as quick gs
thoy e further stated that he was not #~
isfied Lhat GliborCe hands worg untied during any
partof the acaffle; thatif Kiv hinds had hoen untie
e, and his object Tiad been vengencd, that such’
waa the dispropottion of hodily strensih, that after
having ferked Waltais down unden hin, he wonld !
bave killed hm, and Walton coull viot Rave'
nsed wpon lam cither o Jiik“or any ‘pther wea~ i
pon: that i by obfeet hiad boen ay escape, thot he'
would then have moved offwith Iinpguity, e
Runther stated, that Gilhert wan tied when ke caine’
1o hfn exactly 03 he ivas o preceding evenings
and thot Gubest-with Lis hands tled beforo nim |
with theadvantage of having Walion daviwy would ¥
bo nble lo Lilk him, provided there wos no wen-
pomvused by either puty, Thst b addltion to 81
thas, he doubted whether theie was thme for all ¢
the things that had been stated; that the mortal *
wontd Wi in the baek, and ihat hodid not fhink «
that a s, feeble, short aimed mian fike Wojlon
eing tndernenth, Githert, eauld 1¢ach over h's
back and stab with sullicient force fo penetrafe fnv

o

to the fungs; that"he eould ot hielp thinkidg boy
when Githert was stck bafly o dlsengaged hima
soll fiom Wablon @] run; dud that Watlon puee
sued, oo awhe yan overfoals bl and nvo"[m
o futal atab where o thon Yoy bt that thes |
lloinrn wele matters of eonjeciure, and that hy k
might be mistaken; ho Olnle‘fllml Walton was an
honost o, and ho had fonnd Irim 10 be o man of
Jndastry & tenth; bt that he coubd not heti donbte j
Ing whether it might not be 36 of ran<dgughe
ter by steiethiw, and sstshed na to itk of the mate
ter, “1haunpgaestions steuclk me with? great forco, §
and 1 prondsed to comsider fusther vlihy motter,

Upgn ke next day Gen Fickéon addiesved mo
aletter, of which tho tolowing is w copys

. Hevnttage, dugust 30,1527,

fir—You have heen aheady apprised of the un-
fortunite affar which toak place on my, farin ol
the diy befane yesterdry, b vebition to- therldatts
of Gilbest, wha'was shainby Ira Wton, my nyexs )
aeer

“You have aleo been apprieed thaln{wy of e
st has boen Boldover hix dead body, by the
Loroner of the county; sl that 1he Jury xeporied
hat Walton balled him’ *in his otons defimee,” ¥

communicated to you yeaterday, bl ihefacts rgw
Tative to that nufoitunate event, T wlsh fo kpotir
of yeu, from the etatement of the facty X have dge 3
taded, “whether yan think, fiom a donsideration H
nhqla»;g ki

Al

of thems, tliero haeBizen sach a violatibi o
wl tiave discharayd My, Walton fgin my |
siee; le renminerl Liro wnbtyeleawed by, the ﬂ?.f{ !
ing of tho jury, shico which he N hoa goiogat |
oe. 1€ you shanhl b of onnion, rain 3 cart
siddcsation of the case, (414 he thould be held ton.
wor 1t T e st 2 g e wgre ‘grmgxnuvlv
L,




frodn as your convenienco will perplt.. 1have no
‘“ish {e prosocute Mr. Walton should you think
justico doss vt domand ity but beiug tho "guar-
Ulanol my #lave, 4tis wy duty to ptosecuts the
«€ano 80 for a4 Justice to hitn may require It; there-
fore; subnidt (e niatter to your eousileration, as
attoney pmuuung for tho guvernment for your
advice on tha avrem 504, -

an vory rospectfully, ‘

Yypur most ohedlenisorvant,

AN DREW JACKNON,

JAndrew )'gry:,b'uq. Aitorney Generaly Nashoille,

To whicki 1 retursied {he Mllowlug noswer >
Nusheille, Aug /31, W21,

Dear Sir—1 havo secehved yours 6 the S0t
fnstsand Liave given that attention to fho mttvas
thereln contained, which (lieir ingortance require,
You 216 fully aw e that tho findlogof the yury,
summoned by the coroner, is no bar fo the futher
prosseutiont of tho oifnce; tho finding i3a lvmla
ale

Jacia evidenca of tho iunocence ol Bh.
on. . But my oplwsn Iy, from the full con-
sideration of the evidency, that thero cwist:
consideralble doubt a3 to the abwlute ueees-.
sity. of Lilling tho slave Gulliert, at the Uwe!
that ho rocelyed the morlal blow. Altho” ho bes |
haved very much amiss, it would scem to o that|
tho distanze of the place where ha was found,
from the place whero tho scaflle touk place,as woll
a9 from the phace of the wonud in Gllhert’s back,
offord £'strong presumaption that he was stabbed In
143 back whilst runuing,and not in the first scufile;
and among other circumslances, which induce ne
tp thiok that it fs not & case of jnatifinbls homicide,
i3, that hils louds werg tled; aml I do not tetiave
they-evol wero, untled, The tulo of law is, that
5F the homicide is ever brought ome Yo a dvlm-
Wuent, the onws prubands of tho eircumstances of
excuse or jusfilication, are lmposed wpon -—
Witheut un expresalon of any positive opinion of
his guilt orinnucence, (which would pesmprofier
i me atpresent) 1 have o hesitation fusaying,
ehat 1 think fhal public juntics, ag el as your du-,
Wty 24 @ aster aned guardian of yourslavo, requires
Ujat you should have Mr. Walton tefro the cirs,
uit court (o anawer 8 bl of indictment for the

Aeath of Lbbepte  Yours, Ses
‘Yery tupr:l!in)ll! v,

IIAYS.

General Aindrew Jackson, Hermitage,

In pursnanes of tho direction contained in my
Answer; Gen. Jackson caused Walton o be agnin
arresicd, sad he was hound over to appearat the
November form of he clrcuit court of Da-
vidsou County,at which term of tho aald court,
preparcd an indictment for munder, and sent it with
the witnososs befora the Grand Jurye-Gen. Jack-
suts being ths prosoeutor marked upon_ tho back of|
thebill,~ Attar the Jury had heard the eyldence
snd before they had seted finally upon the Liil,
wront to their soom and Instrucied them,that if they
shoukd Lo of opinicu that it was o caso of murder,
to findit tobea truo BiL Lot that ifthoy should
boof oplnton that the offonce wes manslaughter,
T would make the nécossary alteratlons fu- the biit
to describo that oflanco, but that If they thought it
n_eato of oxcusable homicide, to Fay™ not -a true
Bilk™ U was very porlicular snd careful to draw
and explain 1o the Grand Jury the dstinctlon and
dlferenco in law between manstaughter and jutl-
flablo homicide in sell defence; and after consid-
ering of the case iwodays,the Grand Jury brought
Jtito court the bill of indictment, endoreed by the
foreinsn, Y Not @ frue Bill® and tho rﬂmncr
wag {ien disc!mﬁad from furtherprosecution,

ANDRESY HAYS, Atloy. Gen'l for

+ __the Tth Solicitorial distsict of Tenneasce.

1 To&hs lt;allmn of tho Nashville Repubtican & State
azetto,
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