suppose some 25 or 30 of 5 but as they
were directed by Capt. Brown or J. H. Kagi, I do not know
the names of the parties to whom they were addressed. I do
know, however, that they were sent to none save those whom
Capt. Brown knew to be radical abolitionists. I think it was
about ten days from the time the circulars were sent that the
convention met. The place of meeting was in one of the negro
churches in Chatham. The convention, I think, was called to
order by J. H. Kagi. Its object was then stated—hich was to
complete a thorongh organization and the formation of a consti-
tution. The first business was to elect a President and Secretary.
Blder Monroe, a colored minister, was elected President, and J.
H. Kagi, Secretary. The next business was to form a constitu-
tion. Capt. Brown had already drawn up one, which, on motion,
was read by the Secretary. On motion it was ordered that each
article of the constitution be taken up and separately amended
and passed, which was done. On motion, the constitution was
then adopted as a whole. The next business was to nominate a
Commander-in-Chief, Secretary of War, and Secretary of State.
Capt. John Brown was unanimously elected Commander-in-
Chief; J. H. Kagi, Secretary of War, and Richard Realf, Secre-
tary of State. Elder Monroe was to act as President until.
another was chosen. A. M. Chapman, I think, was to act as
Vice-President. Doctor M. K. Delaney was one of the Cor-
responding Secretaries of the organization. There were some
others from the United States, whose names [ do not now re-
member. Most of the delegates to the convention were from
Canada. After the constitution was adopted the members took
their oaths to support it. It was then signed by all present.
During the interval between the call for the convention and its
assembling, regular meetings were held at Barbour’s Hotel,
where we were stopping, by those who were known to be true to
the cause; at which meetings plans were laid and discussed.
There were no white men at the convention, save the members
of our company. Men and money had both been promised from
Chatham and other parts of Canada. When the convention
broke up, news was received that Col. H. Forbes, who had
joined in the movement, had given information to the govern-
ment. This, of course, delayed the time of attack. A day or
two afterwards most of our party took the boat to Cleveland.
Jno. H. Kagi, Richard Realf, Wm. H. Leeman, Richard Robert-
son and Capt. Brown remaining. Capt. B., however, started in
a day or two for the Kast. Kagi, I think, went to some other
town in Canada, to set up the type and to get the constitution



