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"THE EVENING STAR hns a regular and
permnanent’ circulation much more
than the egmhlned circulation of
the other Washington dailles. As a
News nnd Advertising Mediam 1t
shas no competitor.

f7In order to avold delays, on neca
count of perannal ahsence, letfers to
THE STAR aliould mnot be addressed
to any fndividual connected with the

' office, hut simply to THE STAR, or to
the Editorial or Business Depart-

! nen(s, according to temor or purpoxe.

Popular'lntereut In_ the city's failing wa-
ter supply was considerably in evidence
- Jast night at the meetlng of the board of
trade, -whigh devoted most: of its sesslon
and all of its_enthusiasm to advocacy of
the plan which proposes, the raising of the
Great Falls dam artid incldentally the speed-
fest possible use as a conveyor of water
of ‘the-now-useless  aqueduct tunnel. It Is

'ing enmity; often'brought face to face with

the officlally powerfu), .he was yet regard-
less of what a miere” polmcltn would have
regarded as his personal * interests — his
courage nover faltered. It 1s therefore
evident' that the prlnelpal feature of his
oharacter was its wonderful breadth, In
the minds of those who were personally
cognizant of Douglass and his anti-slavery
campalgn® he will always be the great
orator, and as such today he is remembered

‘in thousands of English homes~ homes.
.that were thrbwn open to shelter him when

lio fled, & merchantable fugitive, from his
native land. - There he I8 yet spoken of as
the one man whose language had the .sim-:
ple charm which untll the arrival of Doug-
lass seemed to be excluaively possessed by
that powerful public speaker and unweary-
ing friend of freedom, John Bright; each
reached the heart of his many audlences
with monosyllablo direotness of the most
uncommon yet most magnetio sort. To the
masses for whom he poiled so incessantly
and risked so much, the memory of- Fred-
erick Douglass should be especlally prec-
fous, yet he cannot be regarded. as wholly
theirs; he was an Amerlcan, of whom tho
whole people can truthfully say nothing
but good and of whose friendshép no human
belng—no matter what‘his racial origin-—

, undoubtedly and unfortunately true that -could be otherwise than proud. f

up o this time-the great majorlty. of . ‘rest- |,
dents of the Disirict of Columbu have
been but little concerned on this most: imx!
portant matter. (ood water is an hourly
necessity In all civilized communitles, ang,
as there {8 growth of clvilization, so ls
there increase of demand for the natural
fluld for which né substitute can be found,.
" 30 that were l.his clty’ at a standstill as
to population, tonditions would neverthe-
less call for more of water than ia”now
avallible, But the clty grows wohdernigly
and is extending itself, even in these dull
times, and as a consequence there is al-
+ ready serlous- shortuge ‘In -the supply of
water upon which” nearly three hundred
thousand people depund for muoh of food,
comfort and health, Xconomists urge ﬂ%t
It
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The Daughters of' the Revolution are to
be congratulated on the interest they dls-
play in the endeavor which a few people
are making. to provide this natlon with
an anthem that shall at once achleve un-
doubted supremacy and place itself on the
same plane as the Marselllaise, the Russian
national hymn, “God Save the Quesn” hnd
the Austrian hymn. Only genius can evolve
an-alr, that ‘shall everywhere be regarded
as distinctively natlonal, ard that same
gentus must be broad enough to combing
with the alr words that shall in every
senso be worthy of the highest grade of
that variety of musical composition which
results in a‘truly popular and melodious
expression of solld patriotlsm, It is un-
derstood that after hearing several of the
contesting songs the Daughtars of the
Revolutlon will take = vote for the pur-
pose of discoverlng the preference of the
majorlty, Should It be nccessary to lake
such'a vole, that alone®is Incontestible
ovidence of the fact that the national
hymn has not yuet made ita appearance;
when It comes it will‘carry. conviction to
80 man¥ hearts that taking a vote will
be ontlrely uniecessary. It:-is ‘rather sur-
prising that in a-century of oxlstence there
hus not developed such an anthém- as
nearly all civilized natlons possess and are
proud of,. but it must be: borne In mind
that our musical culture Is yet very young.
‘By and by we shall have a national hymn
fully equal ln every respect to the. h;mns
sung by our friends of other lands; meann-
hile we must content ourselves: with awk-
ward adaptations  of stolen or borro“ed
soods. ;

consiierable water i3 wasted, but investl
tion fails to develop-that carelessnéss whith
s alleged by those who seem to be Impress-
ed with an idea that each individual should
be permitted to use just so- much water
every day. Water~is one of the essentlals
to such™@ hyglenic condition as thoss who
are deeply lntotested in Washington's wel-
. fare are endenvorlng to bring Into cxist-
, etice and the supply should bs as liberal
as possible. From the authoriiative state-
mont made by. Col. George H.: l:.lllot. the
_engineer In, charge of. the Washington
Aqueduct, the steadlly decreasing supply
inust, even under the most favorable cir-
cumstances. continue "to decrease for quite
~ elghteen’ months to come, and should the
. Benate amendment—substituting an Inves-
tigation for the appropriation asked -by
Col. Elllot—become law, the perlod will be
lengthened at least a year, With the fact
and the possibility. both within contemgla-
tive range there has been an arousing of
publld sentiment, but the awakening has
been much less general than it ought to be; .
. due to the fact that only a few .thousand
"of the District’s population—dwellers—on
the higher levels and in the suburbs—have
. suffered directlyj—the great bulk of the
people have been and to some extént spill
are entirely heedless of .the prophecies
which they will undoubtedly have occa-
‘glon to recall before anything can be done
to increasé’ the stefdily shortening sup-
ply.<The -Star's petition has opened the
oyes of a greft many of the careless ones
and ’thero 18 today much discussion and
frequent expression of hope as to con-"
gressional action favoring the ralsing of
the dam.  The confcrence committee is
vow engaged on the "District appropriation
bill and hile at this early period of its
‘deliberations It is-not possible to lndtcalo
the committee’s probable action on this
matter of vital importance, 1t is mosl un-
likely that the .appoal of those who are
ontitled and qualified to speak for the In<
habltants of the District of Columbia wiil
., be unheeded.: With a magnificent river like
'the Polomac descending to it trom thl:
mountalns Washington should never lac
for anabungant supply of pure, cold wa- | Wart tek thore.l & dlspositon (o kesp
ler, amply. sufli¢lent not only for drinking, disitloi, T
_bathing. and cooking purposes, but for Philadelphla has managed to startls “_
adorniig. the Tity by developing luxuriant gself by the energy with which 1t resisteds
vegetation; and for prolonging 1ife by thor- innovation in fta politics; *
oughly purlfyln: the streets and sewers, s
.and by glving to Washington the health-

Mr. Strong appei;s-tov be ready to put on
ful cleanliness which Is. not merely next v
to, but which is. ‘municipal godliness,

‘the reform gloves with all comers.

The paragraph {n yesterday's Star attrib-
ullns tho overwheiming republichn major-
ity In Philadelphia to the imbecHity of the
democratic Congress should have been cred-
ited to the Philadelpblu ‘Cimes, instead: of
the New York Times,
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The miscreant who after being relea.aed
by Governor Altgeld agaln offended will be
punished by being compelled to take his
place as last- man in the line of pardon-
appllca.nts. s

-

The uncertainty of things in China would
possibly make It a good idea for L1 Hung
Chang to take his race-horses and other
helonaings nnd’so to Ehgland g
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It may be that Coxey took up: his’ rosi-
dence In Philadelphla because of a tradl-
tlon that grass grows In the streets thére
where anybody can walk on it, -’
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The decorations bestowed on Lt Hung
Chang by the emperor do not appear to
have in¢luded & lfe-Insurance policy.
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\\’hate\er may I'So the verdict in the Hay-

Reuben I{olb should profit by an eminent
axnmpla and Abdtcato.

snoo'rmu s'mns. . W

Unclk. Sam’s ne. ection,

They picked the bonds up, every one,

Just as I knew they would; -
Whatever else may come to pass,
Your uncle's credit’s good.

. Two Sides of the Quecstion, i

*Ah, my Loy, said little Willle Whack-
in's father, “think of what.a boy George
Washington must have been to say,
‘Father, I cannot tell a lle, after he cut
down that cherry tree,"

“Yes,” replied Willle slowly, *an’ |hlnk
what kind of & man his father must have
been ‘to make George wllling to take suoh
chances.” .

" The Star Is unable to present tully tho
vast number of complaints that are coming
to 1t on the water petition coupons. They
are leglon., They show varying degrees of | ..
distress, from those places where for three
weeks housholders have had to hire water
carriers to bring them their supply to those
where for a fow hours the faucets falled
to .respond to --the appealing .touch of
the despairing cltlzen, These coupons
ccme from -wlidely separated sectlons of
the city. They .show " great patience
on part of a long-suffering people. And of
course, they are only straws—the insignia
of dlstress. There are untold numbers of
possible complaints ‘“‘on the other slde of
silence—wherg people have becomo ac-
customed to-deprivation and-by habit are
dull to all efforts at réform. They walt
_and sul’(er ‘until those who will not walt
fight .the battle for all. But the story of
.these coupons is plain, true, -pitiful. It
should be heard and heeded.
———~—-——.—0+~————-—-

'.l‘hore were one hundred and--thirtéen
men at work on the new “city. post-office
bullding; a_very ¢gnsiderable Increase and
due to tha fact that stone:setting has re-
‘commenced. Now that the weather is fa-
vorable, further increase in the force may
reasonably bo looked for, but unless thero
Is more than a disposition to break (he
record it does seem likely that the bullding
willl be completed during the present cen-
tury. ‘f'nree years and a .day have de-
-parted since operalions -were comnienced,
but thére is Btill a ‘great deal lacking In
the -mere walle of the third story.: There
are peopls. who caleulate that at the pres-
ent rate of progress the bullding, minus all |~ -
‘it interior woodwork and furnishing, will
‘be done by 191, but the chahces seem to
be increasingly Invorable ‘fo Incomplete-
ness prior 16 August 17, 1908,
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It-18 being Alleged that Mayor Strong ig
in danger of wt.akonlng his udminls!ratlon

) \Veuthexy Yagaries,
We've just got over freezin’,
An’ yet ez like ez not.
Some kicker In a day er two
Will say, “Gee. ain’t it hot.,™

l.-eltlug* Up a Book, .
“There's one thing in Count Grabgilt'l'
favor,” sald one man. “Ho may come
.hérée with- matriimonial intentlons, but he
won't meako thia country materiel tor &
book." .
“Oh, yes he wHL" replied the cynical
citizen, “dnd it'll bo a bank book.”

Look not for jests in calondum—-—
‘That Is, not as a rule; -

l‘et on the heéls of va!cnunell
* Tollows April Fool. E

Business Hours,

+ The, conventlon of ladies was getting

along famously, They had debited and

made speeches and had sald lots of.things.

At lust one who was suspected of hgving

a wire or two to pull arose and sald:
“I've got some business that I want.-to

by over-doses of anti-Platt, - transact.”
, - *No—no—no,”" came Irom all purts of the
Of romarkable men this country has pro- | room.

“1 insist—this is bus!ness that concern:
the assoclation.”

“Iut,” sald the chairman, "there are. &
lot of specches to be made.”

“Yes,” spoke up- anpther member, “‘be-
gldes, It's one of the recognized rules of
iwvfs club that no Lusiness shall be trans-
acted during business hours.”

And that setiled it.,

VYioletn,
Oh, violets, your presence sweot
Will cheer theg rural scene ere longg
!Iow gally wlll the woodland greet
s Your coming with the robins'.song. .

duced at least its quoia and_among those
whose title to ¢minence may not ‘be dis-
-puted the figure of Frederick Douglass is
properly conspfcuous—a .fact that will be
accentualed Ly the suddem death of him
who did s¢ muéh for himself and for the
enslaved millicns of his race who by force
wele compelled®to residence In-thls coun-
try. Lorn intlo cupt13uy and constralned
for years by anti-cdu¢ational epvironment
ho nevertheless achieved greatness such ag-
rewards the consclentious efforts of “but
few, and now that his earthly existence
has ended, his character assumieg greitter
preportions than those conceded it during
his lifetime. It 1s not enough to say that
Frederick Dougluss was a groat' mman—the’
term has degenerated and e frequently
Inisapplied; it Is LTEL falr to show whereln
his greatness was and of what it consisted.
Self-glevated from the d'egradlng depihs of
slavery and ignorance to the higl esl plane
upon which ph!lmluucp!c ma:i may here.
sland, he retdined to the last simplicity
such, as Is but rarely to be found in those
who have come up through great tribula-"
tlon and aro acLorded placo in the midst of
the mighty. Always deeply Interested In
political matters, he was ever with the Let-
ter element and was never accused of any-
thing that savored of moral Impropriety;
oalled’ to associate with those who were by
the accident of birth his soclal superiors,
he built up friendships where a narrower
mind than his would have compelled last-

Nor aro alone the rustics gay.-

The clerk who once curtalled hia luneh
Is.glad since he no more must pay

A dollar for a tiny bunch.

B e S
X% Dny In Washington Hetter Thln a
. Week in School” .

Jamds R, . Young 1o Phila, Star.

A score or mora of young men, puplls of
the Penn Charter School of Philadelphia, |
were at the Capitol on Saturday, under the
escort of Prof. Seymour Ruansom, the
nephaw of Senator Ransom of North Caro-
lina. They listened: to the proceedings of
both houses, and spent several hours in an
inspection of the points of interest.

“A day In Washington Is better.than a
week In school,” sald Prof: Ransom when
asked why he had brought his puplls to thils
city. Other school managers in Philadel-
phia should emulate Prof, llansom in this
very excellent idea.
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