STREET IN.

ANAC

O8TIA.

1

0ADSIDE- SKETCHES.
3 Vilfnge of Anacostia and Its
“Historic Surroundings,

WH EI}_E POET_PAYNE LIVED.

-

@& Changes of Kecent Years-The Beéginning
. of Anncostin—"the Nulg'hhorlng Settlement
of Hilladile — \\‘lu:rc‘}_"nnlerlék Douglass
Lives—Yicturesgue Yiews ¥rom the Hills,

— -————

NACOSTIA AND - HILLSDALE ARE
smoug tho most. propising of Washing-
‘ton's xuburbs, and they pussess some attrac-.
tio1 « that are not to be found clsewhere in this
.vicinjty. "The towns themselves are not old
by wn: ‘means, but their environs are rich in
bistor. fore. Therefore a visit to and o stroll
through their streets will be onjoyed.  Ana-
astia §8 reached by way of .the Navy Yard
bridgo, whose history:was recited ifi a rocent
excu. on. ‘The northern end of the bridge is

‘ of 11th street southeast.” -

. OIZONLG ACTO3S this s{ructure, pleasing scenes
are witnessed on every side. To the right
aro the Navy Yard, the ‘Arsenal or Greenleaf's
Point, the Potomac and the Virginin hills be-
yond. Moving the ‘cyo slowly toward the left,:
8 rests successively'on Goisboro' aud Poplar
Points. Im:nediately in front are Anacostia
and Hilikdale, the heighgs of the latter, with
their veat, showy residencey, paking o Eieuslng
fmpresgion.  Agnin turning ownrd tho left,
Good Hope Mill; Boone s ridge and the valley of
the Anacostin river ave presonted to viow!

Reaching tho'southern end of fhe bridge, s
fow paces bring you to tho junction of Harri-
son and Monrve streete, Anacostia, the formor,
which' was originally tho western end of tho
old Mauboro' pke, running castward toward

‘Good Hope, while the 'latter, which was once
known us the Piseataway road, running south-
ward toward the Ingano Asylut.  The dividing
Jine. between Harrison strect and Good Hope
road i about 300 feet cast of Taylor stréet,

while Morris road scparates Atacostin from {--.

Hillegdale.
THE BEGINNING OF ANACOQSTIA.

Forty years .ago the site of ,Anacostia was
farm lands, and was owned by ono Enoch
Tucker. It formeriy belonged to the Marberry
estute, and was part of the *Chichestor” tract.
There were 230 acres in the  ‘T'ucker farm, &
good part of which waa cultivated for truck
purpores. Mr. Jucker did not-attend to the
farm work bimself, howevor, for ho was em-
rloycd as Loss ,blieksmith in the navy yard.
Qle furm way cither leascd or worked on the
share plan. The Tucker farmhousostood ulone
in the old duys, and, until recently, occupiod
the site of the present new Uyl block, on the
weat sido of Monroe street, just south of Har-
riton street and tho bridge. .

in.185f John Fox, John W. Van Hood and’
John Dobler bonght the farmn from Tucker for
£19,000 and divided it into building Jots, nam-
fug the place Anncostia. It continued to beo
known by this name until 1865, whon it was re-
cliristened Uniontown, which Iatter name it re-
taine:d until 1869, when the original name was
resumed. :
_ The firet house grosted in the new fown after
tho subdivisiun wAs comploted was thovld two=
story brick- on Huarrisou street, now occupied
by Weigel's store and bakery. George F. Pyle's
grocery store, nearly adjolning on the west,
soon followed.
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: THE OLDERT HOUSE. ' |

But tho oldest house within the lmits of the
towa today s the old Fox manvion on the
south side of Jefferson streot, which was built
many years before Auacostia was thought of.
It was built by John Fox, ono of tho foundors
of the pluce, and was his residence until his
death. It is now occupied by W. H. Richards,
At one time il was tho residence of Dr. A. M.
Green. Dr. (reen's attractive new residence
adjoins tho old houso, y :

Another vory old building is the small frame
structure on lHarrison etreet, a littlo west of
Andorsun’s blacksmith sbop. This house was
built by James Buckley, who was bridgekosper
fn the days of tolls.

The town is growing rapitlly, and handsome
buildings racet the eve in overy direction.
Many now buildings are now in course of con-
struotion and business is gonerally vory active.
The population, which is almost exclusively
white, will aggregate 3,500. There are but two
solored familics in tho place.

: THE MASONIO HALL. ; g
. 'The ¢61d and new Masonio Hall buildings fur-
pish a good contrast between the sleopy old
lace of a decado agoand tho live, bustling
own of today. ‘Tho now Masopio building is a
table, three-story brick structure. It
tands on the corner of Jofferson and Piorce
treots , and comploted last year
¢ & - cost of $15000. The firat story
s public hall. Thosocond story is used’

s & place of meoting by various local societie

oh as the Q. A. R., Knights of Pythias, Goo
emplars, &o0. .Tho third story is used by the

one.,- Anacostis Lodgo, 'No. 21, has 150
embers and is in & flourishing condition.
o oid building is usod by the Universalists as
oburoh and Sunday school. — ~
'I'gg l:f"m 1s well provided with oburches and

THE CEURCHES. )
Thenow Eplscopal Church, corner ¢f Wash-
{ngton and Fillmore streots, now nearing com-
letion, is of a unigus style of architectnre.
¢ walls, which aro low, are built of Potomac
blue stono, trimmed with rod sand stono, the
f, of slato, being quite elaborate and exten-
ve. It will cost, when completed$12,000,
The Mothodist Church is on the corner of
!?ok_lon and Piorce strects, directly opposite
asonic Hall. The Baptist Charch is op Jef-
§eotson street betweon Fillmore and Polk.
The Roman Catbolic Church is on the north-
corner of Washington and Fillmore stroets,
n the onpoteite corner, on a torrace, being the
Episcopal Church. -
The fine new public-school haunse on Jeffer-
m between Fillmore and Pierce streots, dedi-
ted Iast summer, has accommodations for

pufil..
'air Lawn (well named), the home of the'late
ur Christis, down on Harrison %treet
woen Plerce and Fillmore, is one of the
sat residence places in the town.

_FREDERICK DOUOLASS' HONE.
Anacostia can at least boast of one historfo
haracter among her oitizens—s man whose

e ané fame are probably world-wide.
erick Douglass, the foremost'man of ‘his
in the country, lives in the old Yan Hook
use, built by one of the founders of the town,
Cedar Heighte, between Pierce and Jeofferson
ts. The houso, which fs quite attractive,
tands on & beautiful knoll, from which one of
Bnest views of fhe city of Washington found
thin the Distriot is presented.

Bat the land mark that touches the Anacos-
Man’'s beart sbove all othiers, and the one that
ho. is proudest of, is the old Talburit bouse,
with %6 fainous old cheatnut tree, uuder whose
fmeplring bravches Johin Howard l’qne}gennod
his fmmortal “Home, Bwect Home.” The vis-
jtor. of. today, will ‘uiise tle old tree, for the

| circle its trunk js securcly preserved as a pre-

“ | each other is proven by tho fact that they

skotches of it beforo its dostruction, which are
preconted to tho readers of Tnr Stan. The
north-end of the old honse is nlso shown ip one

of the picturés.  The. tree was over one
hundred years old nt it8 death, Bsfore its de-
_cay it measured fifteen feet around the trumk,
and its old branchies overtopped evory troe. ih
the vicinity. ‘Tho rustic seat that used 'to en-

 olous heirloom in the attic of the »ld house.
The late George W. 'Talburtt, the thon pro-
priotor of the ‘lalburtt estate, was the friend

e

L. WHERE “TOME, SWEET HOME” WAS WRITTEN.
«nd boon companion of Payne. ~ Although there.
was quite & dispuarity in tlieir ages, Payno being
wuch the elder, there was something in their
naturés that drew them toward onch other:

Perhaps it was tho love of music, for
which they wore both moted. And “then
cach wns of a Tonvivinl turn, and each

played and sang well. . Both were bach-
olors when ‘the famous - song was written,
and their companionship was almmost insepar-
nble. ‘Thoy would sit for hours together of a
summer evening under the spreading branches
of tho old tree, singing and playing favorite
aire, and it is u matter of neigbborhood gossip
that jolly old Bacchus looked on approvingly
on those occasions.
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£ TREF WITH NORTH END OF OLD
TALBURTT HOUSE. ’
- Itis probable that Mr. Talburtt, who was
learned in music, aided Payne very matorially
with his song. At any rato it was sung and re-
sung by them many times before its introduc-
tion to the public. o ’
In this connection I must correct s popular
crror. ‘It has® beeir repeatedly ,sm‘c‘P in tho
newspapers that. the original nanuscript of
“Home,8weet Homo" is in the possession 61 the
Talburtt family. Ibave been informed by a
mpomber of the family, who ouaght to know,
that there is no foundation in fact for this
story. Payne was careloss about such things,:
and it {s more than probable that the manu-
script wont into the waste basket. i
Payne was a wandqrer, without & bome, and
his loneliness, compared with the happiness of
the household in which ho was treated as more
than a common guest, doubtless ‘suggested the
idea of tho song.
THR TALBURTT-PV¥YNE HOUBE.
That Payne aad-Talburtt wore very fond of.

&

THE OLD PAYYN.

planned for the erection of a residencefor their
]oint oceupancy. Payne sclected the site and
Talburtf'built the house, but fate had decrecd
that this was as far ag their schomo sbould go.
In 1841 the poet. died in Tunis, Africa, he hav-
ing been appointed United ' States consul to
that place by President Van Buren.

The sad and sudden loas of his dear friend,
and the consequont failure of their plans, had
o marked offect on the future of Mr. Talburtt,
Instead of Mr. Payne, he took for his-com-
panion and helpmato through life’s journey
one of the best and most accomplished young
women of this section, Thoy lived happily in
the new houso until Mr. Talburtt's death in
1865. The widow is now a resident of North-
east Washington, enjoying, in her advancing

childron and the esteem of her neighbors,
The Talburtt-Payne house is beautifully situ-
ated on Maple avenue and is now the home of
‘Mr. H. A. Griswold, who came fito possession
of it in 1878. The accompunying illustration
ahows tho house as it was when occupied by the
Talburtte. Mr. Griswold has ghanged the out-
lines materfally, especially tho front exposure.?
Tho ancient Talburtt mansion down on the
river's side, which, by the way, can be reached
by o lane which forms & continuation of Morris
road, X” belongs to Mrs. ‘Tglburtt, but a man
named Allen las u lease of it and worky the
land as & truck farm.
The Woodruff cottage, on the water's side, &
littlo east of Talburtt’s, 18 an old historic place.
Mrs. Woodrnfl was the niother of George W.
Talbyrtt by her firet murringe.
Anacostia is distinctively a white co!
although the h‘opulution of the surrounding
villages of Hilledale, Btauntontown, Garfield,
&o., aro made up Inrgely of colorad folks. - It
is 8 harmontous, law-abiding community, and
I am told that the urrest of one of its citizens
for u crime is OT rare ocourronco. -«
It has doubtless been uoticed that tho older
streots were named after tLo Presidents of tho
Unifed States. “
A post oftice was first established in Anacostia
in 1849, John Lloyd being theiirst postmaster.
Tho oftice was discontinued in 1858,.and was re-
established in 1865 undc@ tho -name of Union-
town. - The namé ol tho oflice was again
changed to Anacostia in 1869. :

i < BILLSDALE. .
Morris (formorly “New. Cut”) rond'is th
dividing line between Anacostia and Hillsdale,
The latter is a comparatively now scttlomornt.
Its sité wae a houseless woodland thirty - years
ago, with the oxcoption of Poplar Point, which
was many geuerations sinco thio homo of sturdy
old farmer Jax Barry, Howard avenue leads
dowan to the oid pluce, and should you decide

mmun(iy.

to visit it__you will find there somo
of the .bricks of tho ruin of the: old
mansfon  house, - torn down many

i’““ ago. Tho place got its name of Poplar
oint from the great number of poplar trees
thiat grew on it, aome of which are still stand-
ing, silent witnesses, a3’ i were, pointing to
former grandeur.- A large row of Lowbard
oplars.usod to separate the Burry and Tal-

nal owner of this

urtt places.
Mcr. James Barry, the Oﬂ'ﬁ
estate, which exténded southward to the Ham-
iléon road and westward ¢o Gelsboro', was of
English birth and a stanch Roraan Catholic. It
is said that adherence to his religion cost bim
an earldom. .
Tho Poplar Point tract is now divided u
into smalt truck furms, which are worked wi
good profit by colored men.

axgnue, Hillsdale, bogins at Morris road.
illsdale Huights ocoupy.a commanding po-
sition, magnificent ‘views of Wushington and
tho country” around being obtained from their
summit. Some handsonie residences grace the
most elevated points, among others being those
of Mr. Messer, Lawyer 8herwood and Dr. Graat
:‘r.?: internal revenue oftico, Tressury Depart-
The streets of Hillsdale have tho appearance
of being neglected by the authorities; and in-
convenience and di forsare experienced by
the nts &8 & quence, 'lg'; taxpayers
are becoming restive under this neglect. How-
‘ard avenne, for instance, whiich lesds down to
Poplar Point, and which is oecupied by many
dences on either side. Is a mere country

vears, the socioty of her.children and grand- |-

Monros street, Anacostia, ends, and Nicholas | !

:t“t remuani_of it was blowu dowa by a gale
lnos winter. I had ths good fortune to seoure

lane, not even provided with a sidowalk.
) : Gronor S1MMOXS. -



