Jim Thorpe's Tragedy.
I hope I will be partly exeuscd by the fadt:that
I wus simply an Indian schoolboy, and did not
know all .about .sueh things, . In fact, T did not
know that I was doing wrong, becuuso I was doing
what I knew seveoral other collogo men were doing,
excopt thut they did not uso their own ngmes

So says Jim Thorpo, tho world’s groatest ath-
lote, at- the ond of lis edufession of profossional-
jsm. Because, during his summer vacation, this
Indian, now to the ways of civilized sport, ac-
copted momey as a member  of an insignificant
and unhcard-of professional bhaseball team' in
North Carolina, .Thorpe is to be ostrucized and
banished forever from tho roalm of amateur
athleties. There is roal tragedy in the tremondous
fall of this man from the summit of undlsputcd
athletic supremacy.

Thorpe has brought humiliation to athlotic
America to talko the placo of the prido which has
been folt for his achievemonts. All tho trophios
he won at Stocklholm must be returned, an
apology must bo tondered to the S8wodes, and tho
standings of the Olympic gaumes must bo revised.
Yet, for all this, there aro fow Amoricans who.‘
will not have sympathy rather than reproach for
the cleun-minded and stalwart-bodied .Lbougmo.1

Thoro is small reason to doubt him when he snys
that ho did not know he was doing wrong, nor
is it likely that he was a.party to n.ny con-
spiracy to deceive. |

On the other hund tho laws of um.ttour sport
must boe strict and mcrclless, if amateur sport is }
to continuo to exist, That America has horsolf
“discoverod Thorpe’s dolinquency, that Amenca.\
lhas brought him .to court for his violation of tho
lotter of tho law and is proparod to make full
ncknowledgment and apology, is suflicient proof
that in no othor country .do amatour athlotxcs‘
stand on & flrmer and purer basis,




