Bufthlo, July 17,
A circuit court and sourt of oyer and termi-
ner and gencral gaol delivery, commenced its
sitting in this village, before Mr. Justice Yares,
on Munday tlie ¢ thinstant, and continued until
the Thursday ensuing,  Several civil causes of
considerable importance were brought fo tria) at
the circuit, but none, that we recollect, which
wwolved any new or interesting Tegal principle.
At the oyer and terminer, Svoning-gize,cam-

manly called Tommy Jemmy, the Seneca chief,
who was indicted for the murder of a Squaw
accused of witcheralt, was avraioned on the in-
dictment during the second day of the court
and aftex having the charge explained to him b
Mr. Jones, the interpreter, by the advice of his
counsel, plead not puilty, with permission to
withdraw the plea at any” {ime before the trial,
and substituteone tothe jurisdiction of the court.:
Accordingly, the next day, which was agsiened
for his traal, his counsel interposed a plea, which
in substanre set forth, that long before the set-
tlement of the late colony of New-York, and
loug before the state of New-York became o
sovereign and independent state, the Seneca na-
tion of Indians wasa free and independent na-
tion, possessing and exercising the rights and
rowers of sovereignty, among which they had
ithertoalways possessed and exercised, and still
possess and lawfully exercise the exclusive right
to try and putish members of their own nation:
for offences comnnitted against other members of
the nation within their territory, and partici)ar-
ly for the crime of murder 5o ag aforesaid7gp-
mitted ; which offences were exclusively cognis
zable by the chiefs, sachems and principal ware
rinrs of the nation, from titne o time assembled.
‘The plea then set forth that the prisoner and the
deceased were, and always had been members
of the nation, and that the offence stated in the
indictment.was committed within the territory
belonging to the Senecas, and concluded in tlie
usual form, with a praycr whether the court of
oyer and terminer could or would take any fur-
tger cognizanceof the matter. ‘Toihis plea, the
districtattorney, Mr. Potter, replied, traversing
every fuct alledgedin the plea, and tendering
an issue to the country, which was joined b
the prisoner, and a _'Lury impanuelled for his tri~
al, "In support of the plea, the counsel for the
prisoner produced several treaties concluded be-
tween the United States and the Seneca nation,
which they contended completely recognized the
Indians as an independent and sovereign power.:
Several witnesses, among whom was the cele-
brated Red Jucleet, were also calléd to prove the
customs and laws of the Senecas, and that the
exercise of the powers claimed by the plea had
never een. disturbed or Wisputed, from théir eac~
licst recollection to the present day,  After the
evidence had closed, the case was argecd to the
jury, by Mr. J. C. Spencerin behalf of the pros-
crution, and by Messrs, . I, T'racy, and S. M.
Hupleins for the prisoner.  The jury, after a fow
minutes absence, found a verdict that all the al-
legations contained in the prisoner’s plea were
true. A motion was then wade in behalf of the
prosecution, to arrest the judgment, which was
entertnined by the court; and the proceedings
will be brought, as we undurstand, before the
supreme court at tho next term in Albaoy, This
case awakened much interest, particularly a-
mong the Indians, great numbers of whouk' 1
threnged the court houge during the trial, and
manifested great anxiety for the result,
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