INDIAN FUSTICE.
We were prefent at the Circnit Cotirt
he]d at Boffalo, in the cauaty of Erie, on

the Seneca natios, called Soo non-guire,
or Tommy j:mmy, was arraigned for
the marder ot a Squaw of that natior;
within ghe territory réfetved by the Ia-
dians, and over which they claim exclu-

noavelty of the cafe created an vaufval
degree of excitement, and the utmof fo. |
Ticitnde was evinfed for the fate of the '
prifoner, not only by his red’brethren, -
but ainong-cthe white people alfembled at
the wial, . Judge Yates, who prefided at !
the circuit, dire€ted that a converient
¥ part of the court room fhon!d be alloted
to the Indians, and the priocipal war-
riors_ang fachems of the nations were™
called as wiltneffes on the occalion.

1t appeared upgn the inquelt of the
coroncr, that the deéceafed had been ac. *
cufed of witcheraft before the affembly |,
of chiefs, and that fhe ‘was-formally con-
demoéd to die for.that offence ; and-the
prifoner,, in confefling the murder, al-
leged in exteduarion, that fhe was by
their nfages”an outlaw—that he afted as
a minifler of joftice, in compliance with !
their ¢uftom from time, immemorial,
-fand@ified’to- them by the traditions of
their anceftors, and in revenge of the
' death of ", various individuals of his mribe,
 who had petilhed by the forceries of the
| defunét, ’ . )
| The ridicule which this do@rine excit-
, ed among thofe to whom it was promul-
l gated, was warmly refented by the chiefs
and warriors; and the famous Red Jack-
et, upon being told of the abfurdity of a
beliet in witcheraft, indignantly exclaim.- ©
ed—* What !’ do you denounce us zs
k fools dnd bigots; becanfe we {lili continue
 to belicve, thdt which you, yourfelves,
feduloufly inculcated two centuries ago 2
Your divines have thuodered this doc-;
trine from the pulpit—your judges have |
prononoced it from the bench—your |
courls of jallice hzve fan@ioned’ it with
the formalities of law—and ‘you weunld
now- punilh otr unfortunate brother for |
adherence to the fuperflitions of his fa- |
thers !—Go-to Salem! Look at she re. |
cords of your'goverament, and you will |
Lfind hundreds execated for the wvery
.crime which has called fortlr the fentence !
of d ion .upon this woman, and |
drawn down the-aruf of vengeance upon |
her. What have ocr brothers done more |
than the runlers of “your people” have l
done? And what crime- has this man
cammitted_ by ezecuting, in a fommary
wagy-the Jaws of his conntry. and-the in-
Jjun&ions of bis Ged 37 L

. Exteplions werk saken to the jurifdic.

tion of the courty on the groung that thé
Senecarnation of Indians- were an inde.
pendént "nation, and claimed by treaty
the exercife of jurildidion and fovereiga-
tyin the puaithment of delicquents-of
their own pation, for offences’ commated
withintheir reflervations; upon their own
geople ; and various witnelfes were cals4
led to prove the frequent exéreife of thiy
right,. by the dffembly of chiefs, in,the]
punifiment of criminals,” or‘in.direding
atonement to the relatives of the'party
deftroyed. Lt

Theevidence of Capt.-Jopes, the fworn’
interpreter, ‘who had been“in his infancy
taken prifoner by ‘thar nation, who was
brought up among-them, and had imbi-
bed a thorotigh knowledpe of their man-
ners and cofloms—720d the tclimony of
the;chiefs &ho wered{worn. as, wimeﬂf:s,_
difcovered fome fingulay pradicesamong®
tiiem, which we do-not recolle to have,
noticed before. . A

Red Jacket, thzoratory and principal
of. the.pagan pafty, prefented himl(elf to
take the path ; and uvpon being queltion-
ed whether by belicved in 2:Supteme be.™

s

{ the 19th inft. whére an_Indian Chicf of

Give jurifdition and fovereignty. The |

~

ing, \and in the dofrine.of rfwars and.

gonithments.herealter, fized-the *luik.

ing devil of his eye”* uvpon the.queflion-
.er, and replied—¢Yes! mwuch more-

l than the white men; if we are to judgé
by their a@ions.” His teflimony, and
that of Capt. Pollard, the head of the
chrifiians of the nation, carroborated by

" that of Capt.-Jones, difclnfed that it was

* the provinee of the chiefs to take cogni-

1 zance of capital ‘offences, and to decree

- the extent of the punifhment, or the

{mode of commutation or atonement—
that frequently the parties aggrieved

« were fatisGed without zefort to fanguina- |

i ry retribarion, and were willing to re-

i ceive pecuniary commutation; others
were appealed by the dender of 2 belt of
wampum as an acknowledgment of guilt
apd evidence of cootrition.—But fre.

{ quently blood was required ; and ane or

: moxe lives were taken to fatisfy the re.
venge of the {urviving refatives. That
it was not unufual for the chicfs to de-

! crec that the murderer fhould be. fpared,
and jone or more innoceat perfons be
immolated in-his iead. Thete were ge-

. nerally fele@ed from the deareft and moft
refpectable relatives and friends of the
murderer, who was thus made 10 feel
the engrmity "6t his crime, by belring a-
bout a fligmatized exiftence, embittered
by the refi=&ion that his mifdecds had
been inftrumental in the deflru@ion of

- all.that was valuable to him in life. )

There is, at firt, fomcthing horribly

; revolting to our feelings, in the idea of
' accountable beings deltroying the inno-
, cent for the punilhiment of “the guiliy,
. and were thefe people converfant with
our notions of theology, we fhould.fup-
pole it an impious attempt to imitate the
fyfiem of divine punilhmeat; but of this
they canaot be fufpedted. Their mode, |
. however, is the hoft dreadful and effec. |
. tual setribution, that, confiflent with
i their babits and feelings, could be devil
! ed—ard muft have origivaied in a high
founled people, to whom the terrors of
X confciznce, and \he agonizing regrets for
i departed relatives und friends, muft
i have been knawn in their greatelt extent.
{ &n Indian is taught to defpife death.,
The taking of life is therelore no punifh
meat ; and the do&rine of $* abofo’killeth
it the fword [hall be fain by the fword,’’
which is incaleated among us, as it car |
ries with it no terror for the guilty, can- |
not vperate as's preventativé of crime a-
mong them ; it therelore becomes necel
fary to devile that,” which fixes a Rigma,
like the mark.of Cain, upon the criminal,
and forces him to cxtlaim, in the lan-
giage of the R murderer, “ My pun-
ifhment is greater than I can bear.”
Nor does this fyllem, 1o them, appear
' cruel or unjult : accufiomed trom infan-
; €7 to look vpan the tranfit from time to
. eternity with complacency, they are of
+ ten emulous of this fpecies of facrifice,
inafmuch as it is an evidence of their
confideration in focicty :. And that paf
fion which takes deep rootin every no.
ble mind, and which looks 10 the affet.
tion of furviving friends, and the appro-
bation of poflerity, for<confolstion, de-_
prives death of its ouly remaining ter-
tor—-the parting pang. This, with the
bope of ‘beatification in immortality, fre.
quently renders the death doom of the
favage, immolated for his virtues, a fef-
tival of joy in{iead of canfe of mouraing.
[Buffalo.pap:
* There is not perhaps, in nature, 3 more ex- |

pressive eye than that of Red Jacket; when }

fired by indignation or revenge, it is terrible;
and when he chooses to display his unrivalled
talent for irony, its keen sarcastic glance js ir-"
resistible.




