FOURTH DESPATCH OF MAIOR DOWNING.

{zaivaTs }

Todames K. Polk, President of the United States,
and nearly half of Jiexico cestain, with a pretty
toleratie juir chance yel for the whole.

Citr or Mrxicen, Docrrecr TerriToRY,
February 13, 1318,

Deag Coroser: If any body ashs you that im-
pudent question agai, * What are we sightin for ™
yest tell ham he’s a goose, and don’t hnow what he’s
talking about, for we aint fightin 3 we've got!
peace now ; 7ot an armistice, they callits so there’s |
no ~en~e at all i therr putung that question to you
any more.  We've got the opporition fairly on the
hup upon that questton, if nv others fairly gagged
“em: they can’t sy o you any longer now,* What
2re we fightn for ! This 15 some consclation
for the ~habby tneh Trisr has served us, Thot!
fellow has made a barzam with the Mexicans to
stop the war, 12 sprte of the orders you sent to him
10 come nght home and. let things alone. I felt
unea~y about 1t when I see him hanging about here
50 long after hie got his orders to come home, and
I said to him, oare or twice,  Mr. Trist, what's
the reason you don't go off home and 1aind the!
Preaident”  This unlawful boldness of yourn is
shamerul.™

« Why, Major,” says he, * he that does his ma~-1
ter™s wall, dves right, whether he goes acconding
0 orders or ot The President sent me out here
1) make peace, ws a wonder to mef [ don't
a1t yet, somehow or other, before F've done with
And then he put s finger to the ~ide of Tu~,
nu~¢ and gve me a =a<-y look, a~ much as to say.,
Major Downing, vou betier not try 1o be looking
w0 diplounatie things that’s o deep for you.

Nays 1, ¢ Mr. Trist, I'm astonihed at you s [
thought vou was a man of more yudzment, amt
looked deeper mto thines, Don’t you see what
adrantase 1t grives the President to let things now
<tand jest 35 they be? He's offered peace w0 the
Moscans, and they have refused it.  “Therefore,
the oporosition at heme can't erv out against him !
any more if he goes ahead with the war.  He's
<hettherr mouths up on thitscore.  He's mide the
war popular, and can 20 mto the Presidenual cam-
pairn now with a eood chance of bemg elected an.
other term. And now 1f you g0 to dabbl 1n the
Pusiness any more, I'm sure vou'll do mischief.
As things now ~tand, pesce 1~ the last thine m the
world that the President wants.  You'vedune vour '
erramd here and got your answer, and w's wrned
oatgest right : we can 2o on with our annean all
Mexico vow, without such an eserlistinr growlm
among the opposition at home, for we're offered the
Mevicans peace. and they would'nt takeit. No
vou'te nothin W do now but to be off home, for the
war 15 jestm the raehit shape as 21"

Well now, after all this plam adviee—for [ file
my duty 10 be plaa with iin—he ~tilf hape hang-
1 ahout here, d. ter day and week after week,
and the tir-t L hnew we was ok all aback by be-
ing told that Mr. T'risi had made a treaty and Gigeral
Seorr was 1 order an armisuiee. T eould'nt hard-
s believe my ears at ficet. 1 posted nzht oif to !
Geral Soo1T 1o hnow what 1t all meant.

= Guneral.” say~ 1. are you going to order an
arntsuce *7

~Yes, Myor Downmg,™ ~ays he: » Mr. Tt
andthe Mestcan Commisstoners have signed the
preliminanes of a treaty, ~o of cour~e we ~hall hate
an armisuee.

o Well now, Gineral,” say> L, « T don't think
e Presdent will thank you for that™
an’t help that”” say~ De, 1 must ohey the
orjers of the Government, thachs or no thanks.
And when Mr. T'rist was sent out here to mahe a
ey, | was directed, whenever the plnofa treaty |
should be <irned on both sides. 10 order an arnus-!
tice, and wait for the two Governments to raufy the
treaty. Well, Mr. ‘Triet and the Mearean Com.!
oners hive at Lot fised up ~ome hind of 2
at and sizned at, and of course acrording to
my orders we hate nothwie to do but to staad =till
and wait for the two Governments to elineh the
nall.” .

“But,”™ say< 1, Gineral, you kzow Mr. F'nst
has ne nsht to make a treaty any more than [ has
for the President has ordered him to come hom
andaf he has made a treatv. 1~ no better than a
3 k paper. and you should'nt eund 1t
q't huow aay thine ahout them matters,
X o> L ean’t o betand the curtun to mquire
what Lule waneuvres are
President and hus Commis:
©ahere with s rerular commussion 1 make a:
teatv. He has brourht me a treaty. sumed by
humself and the Mexican Commissioners : and my
wrders are 1o cease hosulies.  Of course we can
donothin el~e but halt and stack vurarms.”

¢ Well” says [, » Guneszd iz ant right s a0’ bad
bucinessz at It break up this grand annexin plan
thit wwas Jestgoing on so nice that we mizht a got
throush wuhiitin’a year or two more: and then 1t
will bother the Presudent most to death about his
cleeuon for the second term. “T'hat treaty must be
stopped: it awsUnt be <ent home: and Il co
bt 2l ~ec Mr. ‘I'rist about at.
» orf I weat a0 hunted up Mr. ‘Trist, and had
a2 ulh with him, Savs 1, < Trist, how'~ th

Fhey teli me you've been making a treaty with

these Mesrcans,”

~ Snould'nt wonder if  had,”™ <ays he: * that's
Je<t what | come out here for”

= Well, 1 must ~ay, ~1r.” <ays [, « I think this 1~
2 prenty piece of business,  [low do vou dare w0
€0 wuch a thins? You hnow the Presideat has
ordercd you home.™

= Yo <ays he, »and I mean to 20 home as
#0071 s § get through the Jub he sent me to do.*"

= Weil now.”” sav< L * Tnet, [ clum to know
what the President 1> about, and what he wants,
and 'm hi~ contidenual friend and private cimbas.
sador out here, and I ~hall take the liberty 10 1nter-
fere 1a this husiness. “This highhanded doings of
¥oura must be mptoffin the bud. What sort of a
harzain have vou been making ! Jest let me look
at the treaty.”

*Can’tdow,™ ~ay~ lie, “12’s half way to Vera
Cruz by this ume: 1 sent it off yesterday."

* Blood and thunder ™ says 1, *then yon have
kaoched the whols business m the head. sure
enough.  You'se committed an outrageous crime,
cir. and 2 great shame 3 and don’t you hnow, sir,
that great ciimes deserse great punishments
don’t know what Col. Polh will do: but I know .
what my frend ofd Hickory would do if he was
alise ;s he would hang you nizht up to the first tree
he could enme at” )

 What, hang me for domg jest what I was sent
here to do ** ~ay~ he. “» For I'te made jest sach

a bargam as the Preulent told me to makes only a

leetle better one.™

*That’s nothing here nor there,”™ says I, = you
know circumstances alters cases, And you know
well enough. or yeu ouzht 1w have sensc enoush to
know, that, 2+ tunss now stand. the President don't
want a treat, Now, says I, Mr. ‘Iri-t, answer
me one plam question : Do youthink you have any
nizht at all to make a treaty afier the President has
ordercd you home 7

« Well,” says he, « I thunk circumstances alters
rases 1003 and when the Presilent ordered me
home, I suppo-e he thousht I could'nt get through
the job he sent me 10 do. Butl thought I could,
and <o I hept trying,and I've ot throuzh wuth itat
last, and done the business all up according > my
first orders; and I don’t see why the President
thould'nt be well satisfied.”

“ Well,” says I, “what's the items of the bar-
gain?  What have you 2greed upon 1"*

!

ioner.  Mr. “I'rist came

| they would then e

« Why," says he, « we have the whole of Texas
clear to the Rio Grande ; we have all of New Mexi-
co, and all of Upper California. And we pay the
Meaicans fifteen millions of dollars, and pay our
own citizens five millions that the Mexicans owed
them. And we stop firng, draw our charges from
the guns that are loaded, and go home.”

 Well, now,” says I, * Trist, don’t you think
You are a prenty feller to make such a bargain as
that at this time of day? The President will be
mortified to death about it. Iere we’ve been fight-
in near about two vears to make the Mexicans pay
over that five millions of dollars they owed our
people. and now you've agreed that we shall put
our hands inour own pochets and pay it ourselves.
T'he whole plan of the war has been carried on by
the President upon the highest principles to wo
straight ahead and ¢ conquer a peare,” man-fashion :
and now you've azrced to back out of the scrape,
and duy a peace, and pay the money for it.  You
know very well the President has declared, time and
azain, that the war should go on till we got indem-
mty for the pastund secunty for the future—them’s
tus own words—and now ‘vou've agreed 1o setile
up without getting one jot of either. For the past,
we are at least 2 hundred nllions of dollars out of
pocket, besides losing ten or fitteen thousand men.
As for the men. | spose you may say we can oilzet
them against the Mexteans we have hilled, and as
we have hilled more than they have, may be t foots
up 2 hittle 1 our favor, and that's the only advan-
tage you've ~eeured.  As for the hundred millions
of doilars, we don’ta get a penny of 1t bach. No
all the indemmity vou get for the past is a few thou-
zand dead Mexicans—that t~, as many as remains |
after subtracuny what they've hilled of us from
what we've Lilled of them.  But the eap-sheaf of
ur bareain 13 the ¢ secunty for the future.” The
1ties and wwns and castles that we have fit~o hard
to 1ahe, and have got our men into, and all so well
~ecured, you now agzree to give "emn all nght up
oun 10 the enemy., and much our men off home
with their finwers i therr moutks; and that's our |
secueity for the future. A< for the siticen millions !
of dollie~ you nzree 10 pay for New Menico and
California, you mizht jest as well a thrown the
money mto the sex, for they wa~ ours atore; they
was already conquered and anneved, and was as
much ours as if we hud pud the money for “em.”

Iere 1 wrned on iy heel and left him. for Iw
so disgnsted atthe vonductof the teller that [ would'nt
have any more wlk with hun,  Aod now, my

- dear Colonel, there 15 notlune for us to do but to

look thus buziness mehe - the face and make the
best we can of 1t. 11 there was any way to heep
the thing out of ~ight, it would be best for you to
throw the treaty o the fire a< ~oon as you wet it,
ad ~end word on 0 Gineral Seott W go ahead |
. But that s ampossible: 1t will be ~pread
all over the country and hnown w erery body.
And I'm comvanced it will be tie best way for vou
o urn nvht about, make out 1w Le glad off what
can’t be helped, and aceept the weaty.  “The noea-
ntons for Presudent 1< close at hand. and you must
setready 0 2o mo the election for your second term
ot what you've got, and make the best ~how you
can with ot It sou <hould reject the treaty. the
oppoition wonld et the advantare of you azamn:
¥ out that the Mevicans had ash-
ed tor peace and gou had refieed itz and there
would be o end "w therr eedwling about this op-
pressive war of mvasion.  But it you aceept the
treaty, it puts an end to thesr weumbling about the
wi ‘

‘o pacify our friends that are very eager for the
whele of Mevieo, youmusttell ‘em 1 look outand
sce how much we have already otz Leep telling
of “em that hall’ a loaf 1~ better than no bread 5 tell
“em to heep quiet dill after vour next clection is
over, and may be you'll contrine some plan to be
cuturs meo “tother halt. Keep Mr. Richie blow-
we the orzea, all weathers, to the wae of hall of
Menteo for azonz. “Lell the whole country, and
brazen it oui o esery body, that you've made a great
barmaun. a capital bargam, much better than Jetfer-
son made when he bought Lowsiana for tifteen mal-
lon~ of dollars: tell "em for the same ~um of mo- |
ney vou have wot a areat deal more land, and more
men on it U'mosansfied this s the best cround to
uke. we must go for the treats, and, biter pall
i we must swaliow it as thourh we loved st 1
spose 1t will have 10 2o before the Nene. ac the
con~titation now stamds, {the consututon is very
defective on that pt. and ought to be mended, for
1= dangerous trusting important matters 1o the Ne-
nate :, but you must drnve your friends all up w0
vote for 1t don’t letst fail on no weeount: don’tlet
em go to fingerin 1t over and putung 1n amend-
ments that will make the Mesteans o mad that
they will hiek it all over aca. Por that would put
thing- wmto such a hurdy-burly I'm atrard you would
lose vour elecuon.

Raufy the treaty, and then gather up all the glory
that’s been made out of this war. twist it 1nto a sort!
of glory wreath round your head. and march with
a bold >tep 1nd a suf upper lip nzht into the Pre-
sulential campargn, 2nd | should’nt wonder if vou
beat the whole bunch of all your enemte~ and all
vour friends.  And 1f yoa went mw your second
term on the steenoth of hall off Mewieo, 1t wouid
be a pretty good sizn that you might zo info a
third term on the strenzth of the iwhole of it

1 remam your fanhful friend.

MATOR JACK DOWNING.




