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AnActfor the Abolitionof Stavery through-
out the British Colonies; for promoting
the Industry of the manumitted S{aves;
and for compensating the Persons hither-
to entitled to tie Services of such Sfaves.

( Concluded from oxr last.)

XLVI. And beitfurther enacted, That
in case it shall appear to the said Commis-
sioners that any Person in respect of whom
Ciaims for Compenzation under the Pro-
visions oi this Act shall have been made
have been registered and held in Slavery
in any of the said Colonies in this Act
mentioned contrary to Law, thenand in
every such Case tbe said Commissioners
shall deduct from the Sum to be appro-
priated as Compensation to the proprie-
tors in such Colony such Suwms as shall
correspord with the estimated Value and
Number of thesaid Persons so illegaliy re-
gistered and held in Siavery ; and all such
Sam or Suins which may be deducted as
hercin-before provided shall beappiied tow-
ards defraying the general Expences of
the Commission to be hereby appointed :
Provided aiways, that for the Purpose of
ascertaining in what Cases such Deductions
shail be made, every Question which shail
arise in any such Coiony respecting the
servile Condition of any Persons therein
registered as Siaves shaii be inquired of and
determined by the Comissioners to beap-
goiutv(l under this Act according to such

Lules of Jegal Presu-uption and Evidence
as are or shall be estabushed by any Law
in force or which shait be i force 1 any
such Colony.

XLVIL And whereas it is necessary that
Provision shouaid be made for the Appor-
tionment amongst the Proprietors of the
Slaves to be manumitted by virtue of this
Act, ineach of the said Colonies respective-
ly, of that Part of the said Compernisation
Fund which shail be so assigned as afore-
said to each of the respective Colonies : And
whereas the necessary Rules for that Pur-
pose cannot be properly or safely esta-
blished untii after fuil Inquiry shall have
been made into the severai Circumstances
which ought to be taken into consideration
in making such apportionment ; be it there-
fore enacted; That it shall be the Duty of
the said Commissioners, and they are here-
by authorized and required, to institute a
fuil and exact Inquiry into all the Circum-
stances connected with each of the said se-
veral Colonies which in the Judgment of
the smid Commissioners ought, in Justice
and Lquity, to regulate or atfect the Ap-
portionmeunt within the same of that Part
of the said general Compensation Fund
srhich shall in manner atoresaid be assigned
to each of the said Colonies respectively ;
and especially such Commissioners shall
have regard tothe relative Value of pre-
dial Siaves and of umattached Slaves n
every such Colony ; and such Commission-
ers shall distinguish such Siaves, whether
pradial or unattached, into as many dis-
tinct Classes as, regard being had to the
Circumstances of each Colony, shail appear
Jost: and sach Commissioners shali, with
all practicable Precision, ascertain and fix
the average Value of a Siave in each of
the Ciasses into which the Slaves in any
such Coiony shall be so divided ; and the
said Commissioners shali also proceed to in-
quire and consider of the Principles accord-
ing to which the Compensation to be aliot-
ted in respect to any Slave or Body of
Slaves ought, according to the Rules of Law
and Equity, to be distributed amongst Per-
sous who, as Owners or Creditors, Legatees
or Annuitants, may haveany joint or com-
mon interest in any such Siave or Slaves,
or may be entitled to or interested in such
Slave or Niaves, eitlter in Possession, Re-
mainder, Reversion, or "Expectancy ; and
the said Commissioners shall also proceed
to inguire and consider of the Principles
upon which and the Maaoner in which Pro-
vision might be most effectuniiy made for
the Protection of any Interest in any such
Compensation Money which may belong to
or be vested- in any married Women, Iu-
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fants, Luuatics, or Persons of insane or un-|low, in the whole or in part, or to amend, | the Lividence to be taken and admitted fo.

sound Mind, or Persons beyond the Neas,'
or labouring ubder any othcr legal or natu-|
ral Disabiity or Incapacity, and ,accordmg;
to what Rules, and m wuoat Manner, and ;
under what Authority ‘T'rustees shouid,
when necessary, be appointed tor the sate
Custody, for tue benciit of any Person or
Peisons, of any sucii Cowmpensation Fund,
or of any pait thereof, and for reguiating,
the Duties of such ‘I'rustees, and providing .

aiter, or vary, any, such general Ruie or;

Rules, though not so appealed against; as
to His Majesty may seem just, or to remit
such Rules to the said Commissioners for
turther Consideration and Revision. .

LI. And be it further enacted, That
when and so often as any such general Rule
or Rulesas aforesaid shaii by His Majesty
in Council have been contirmed and aliow-
ed, an Order shall be made by His Ma-

<y . ' T . . .
themn with a fair and reasonable indemui-, jesty in Council, recit:ng at length any such

ty; anld the said Comuissioners shall aiso |
inquire and consider upon what principles, |
according to tae estabiished rules ot Law,;
and Equity insanilar Cases, the Succession
to such runds shouid be regulated upon|
the Death of any Person entitled thercto:
who may die wtcstate ; and the said Com- |
missioners shali and they are afso avthorized |
and required to consider of any other Ques- |
tion which it may be necessary to investi-
gate in order to estabiish just and equitabie
Rules for tue Apportivinent ¢i sucn Com-
peusation Money amougst the Persons seis-
ed of, or entitied to, or having any Mort-
gage, Charge, lucumbrance, Judgent, or
iten, upon, or any Ciaim to, or Rightor
Interest in, any Siave or Siaves so to be a-
nuinitted as atoresaid at the Thne of such
their Manumission; and having made an
such Inquiries, and having taken ail such
Matters and things as aforesaid into their
Consideration, the said Commissioners shal
and are hereby required to proceed to
draw up and frame ail such general Ruies,
regard being had to the laws and Usa-
ges in force in each Colony respectively;
as to them may seem best adapted 1

each Colony respectively for sccuring
the just and equitabie D.stribution of tiei
said Funds awongst or for the Benelit of'|
such several Persons as atoresaid, and for,
the Protection of such Funds, and for the
A ppointnient and Indemnification of such
Trustees as aforesail; and such general
Rules when so framed, and when agreed
upon by the said Commissioners, shail by
them be subscribed with their respective
Haunls and Seals, and transmitted to the
Lord President ot His Majesty’s Councii,
to be by hum laid before liis Majesty
in Council ; and so trom Time to Tiwme as
often as any fturther general Ruies shouid
be so framed and agreed to tor the Purpos-
es aforesaid or any of them

XLVIIL And be it further enacted; That
the general Rules to be transmitted as afore-
said to the said Lord President shaii be
forthwith published in the Loxdon Gazctte
on Three several Occasions at least, toge-
ther with a Notice that all Persons inter-
ested in or affected by any such general
Rules may, by a time to be in such No-
tice limited, appeal against any such Rules
to Iis Majesty in Couucil 5 and it shati
‘be lawful for the Lords and others of His
Majesty’s Privy Council, or for any Three
or more of them, by any further Notice or
Notices to be for that Purpose published
in the London Gazette, to eniige, as to
them may seem meet, the Time tor receiv-
ing any such A ppeals.

XLIX. And be it further enacted, That
if within the time so to be himited for re-
ceiving such Appeals any Person or per-
sons shall prefer any Petition of Appeal to
His Majesty in Couacil against any such
ceneral Rule so published as aforesaid in
the London Gazette, it shall be lawtul tor
His Majesty in Council, or for any Com-
mittee of Privy Council, to hear such Ap-
peal; and to cause Notice thereof to be serv-
ed upon the said Commissioners, who sliah
thereupon undertake the Defence of such
Appeal ; and uponhearing any such A ppeal
it shall be lawful for His Majesty in Coun-
cil to confirm and annul or to rescind amxl
disailow any such General Rule as afore-
said, or thereupun to alter; amend, or va-
rv any scech Rule in such Manner as to
His Majesty may seewmn just, or to remit the
same to the said Commissioners for further
Cousideration and Revision.

L. Aund be it further enacted, That at
the Expiration of tlie Time limited for
receiving such A ppeals as aforesaid it shall
be lawtul for His. Majesty in Council to

confirm- and allow, or to-rescind and-disal-

Rule or Rules; with any Alterations or
Awmendments which may have been therein
made as atoresaid ; and a Copy of every
such Order in Council shali be duly ceru-
fied by tae Lord President of His Majesty’s
Council for the time being to the Lord
High Chancellor or Keeper of the Great
Scal, or to the Mastergot the Rolls, for
the Time being, and shail be duly inrolled
among the Records of the H.gh Court of
Chancery, and shail there remain and be of
Record.,

LI And be it further enacted, That it
shallbe lawful, by any Rules soto be framed,
pubiished, coutirmed, aiiowed, and enrol-
fed as aforesaid, to revoke amend, aiter, and
again renew, as Occasion may require, and
as may be thought just, any tormer or pre-
ceding Rule or Ruies. ‘ _

LIII. Aud be it turther enacted, That
every such general Ruie asaforesaid, when
so enrolied, as aloresaid, shail be of the
same Validity, Force, Virtue, and Eflect
as if the same had been made and enacted
by His Majesty, by aad with the Advice
and Consent of Parfiament: Provided ne-
vertheless; that no such Rule shall be in
anywise repugnant to or at variance with
this Act or any Part thercof, or with the
Laws and Usages in force in the several
Colounies respectively to which such Ruies
may reate, so far as any such Laws or
Usages may not be repuguant to or at vari-
ance with the Provisions of this Act.

LIV. And be it further enacted, That
the said general Rules, when so tramed,
confirmed, atiowed, and inrolled asafore-
said, shall be observed aund toliowed by the
said Commissioners, aud shali be binding
upon them in the further Execution of the
said Commission; and in the Exercise of the
Powers and Authorities hereby commttted
to them, and shali in all Cases be taken,
observed, and foliowed as the Rules for the
Decision oi and Adjudication upon ail
Claims which may be preferred to them by
any Person or Persous having or claiming
to have any nterest in the said Compensa-
tion Fund or inany Part thereof.

LV. And be it turther evnacted, That
any Person having or ciaiiing to have bad
any Right, Title, or Interest in or to, or
any Mortgage, Judgment, Charge, Incum-
brance, o other Lien upon, any Siave or
Slaves so to be manumitted as atoresaid,
at the Time of such their Maunumission,
shail and may prefer such Ciaims before
the said Commissioners; aud for ensuring
Method, Reguiarity, and D-spatch in the
Mode ot preferring and of proceeding up-
on such Claims, the said Commiss;oneis
shall and are hereby authorized by gene-
ral Ruies, to be tramed and publiskied, con-
firmed, ailowed, and inrolled as aforesaid,
to prescribe the Form and Manner of Pro-
ceeding to be observed by any Ciannant
or Ciaimants preferring any such Claims,
and to authorize the Assistant Cominission-
ers so to be appoiuted in the said severai

Colonies to receive and report upon the

same or any of them in such Mauner an:d
Form and uuder such Reguiations as to the
Commissioners so to be appointed by His
Majesty as aforesaid shail seem meet, and
to prescribe the Manner the Time or 'imes
the Place or Places; and the Form or Forms
in which Notices of sucli Claims shall be

ublished for general Information, or es-
pecially commur}icated t;u or served upon
any Person or Persons iuterested therein
or affected thereby, and to prescribe the
Form and Mannerof Proceeduig to be ob-
served upon the Prosecution of such Ciaims,
or in making any Oppositionto the same,
and to make all such Reguiations as to them
may seem best adapted for promoting Me-
thod, Economy, and Dispatch i the In-
vestigation ot such.Claims, and respectiug

oragainst the same; and respecting the Man-
ner and Form of adjudicating thereupon,
and otherwise however respecting the Me-
thod, Form, and Mauvner of Proceeding t»
be observed either by them the said As-
sistant Commissioners, or by the Parties
toany Proceedings betorethem, their A gents
or Witnesses, and which Rales shail from
Time to Time be liabie to be amende:d,
ta.tered, varied, or renewed as Oceasion may
Fequire, in such Manner asis herein-betvie
directed. -

LVI And be it further enacted, That
the said Commissioners shali proceed, in
the Manner to be prescribed by any such
general Rules as last aforesald, to inquire
mto and adjudicate uponany such Ciaims
as tay be so preferred to them, and shuii
uponeach such Ciainn miake their Adjudis
catton and Awaird in such Manuer ani
Form as shall be prescribed by any such
last-mentioned general Rules; and if any
Person interested in or atfected by any such
Adjudication or Award shall be dissatisi-
ed therewith, it shail Le iawfui for such
Person to appeal theretrom to His Majes-
ty in Council, and Notice of any such A; -
peal shall be served upon the said Com-
missioners whoshalithereuponundertake the
Derence thereoi’; and it shall be competent
to His Majesty in Council to make aud
establish aii such Rules and Regulations
as to His Majesty shall scem meet res-
i pecting the Time and Manner of prefer-
ring and proceeding upon such appeais,
and respecting the Course to be obscrved
in defending the sauie, which Rules shall
tbe so framed as to promote, as far as nav
be consistent with Justice, all practicabic
Economy and Dispatcin in the proceeding
upoun the Decision thereof; and in Caszes
in which any T'wo or more Persons shait
have preferred before the said Comniic-
sivners wlverse or oppesing Cinimns, and in
which any or either of such Persens shaii
be interested to sustain the Adiudications
or Award of such Commissioners thercun-
on, then and inevery such Case it shail L
fawfuir for any Person or Persouns so in
terested, to un.lertake tie Defence of auny
such Appeal in lieu and instead or the suild
Commissioners.

LVII. And be it further enacted, that
it shall be lawful for His Majesty in Coun-
cil, upon hearing any such A ppeal as afore-
said, either to coufirm and aiiow or to re-
verse or to amend or alter any such Adii-
dication or Award as to His Majesty in
Council shall seem fit, or to remit any such
Adjudication and Award to the said Com-
missioners for further consideition and re-
vision, or for the admission of further evi-
dence; but it shail uot be jawful for His
Mzajesty in Council, upon the hearing of
any such Appeal, to admit any new esi-
dence which was not admitted by or ten-”
dered to the said Comuisstoners before the
making of such their Adjudication aud
Award.

LVIIL. And be it further enacted, that
the several Adjudications and Awards of
the said Couminissioners, taiess duly ap-
pealed from within the respective times to
be limited by His Majesty in Council fi.p
that purpose, shall be final and conciusive
and binding upon all Persous interested
therein or ailected thereby; and that the
decisions of His Majesty in Council upon
any such appeal shail in like manner te
finai, binding, and couclusive.

LIX. And be 1t further enacted, that
the Lord High Treasurer, or the Comuiis-
sioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, or any
three or mure of them, for the time being,
may order and direct to be ssued and pa:d
out of the said Sum of Twenty Milhons of
Pounds Steriing any Sum or Sums of Mo-
ney tor the payient of salaries to Commis-
sioners, Officers, *Clerks, and other Peva
sons acting in reiation to such Compensa-
tion in the execution of this Act, and for
discharging such incidental expences s
shail necessarily attend the same, tn such
mannerasthe Lord High Treasurer, or Com-
missioners of the Treasury, or any three
or more of them, shall from time to time
think fit an:l reasonable; and an account
of such expence shall be annually laid be-

{ore Parliament,



