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THE THREATENED WAR OF
DYNASBTIES.

There ought to be good cause for the
impending European war, There ought
to be & great amount of wrong to be
righted, oppression to be removed, liberty
to be gained by somebody. Yet as it looks
thus far, none of these causes appear in the
present alarm in Europe. Spain has been,
for a few ycars past, in a state of revolution,
Her queen has been driven from the throne,
and is an exile; and the natlon is made up
of opposing factions which Spanish states-
manship has not yet been able to unite.
Gen, Prim hss been for many months cast-
ing about for a king. He has found & young
man who is willing to accept—Prince Ilo-
henzollern—Sigmaringen, allied to the Prus-
sian dypasty. It would not scem to be a
difficult matter for the young man to go to
Spain and begin business asking. But the
arrangement is not pleasing to France, and
the French heart is immedately fired up
with threatenings of interfercnce and war
Is it rightfully any business of France
whom Spain chooses for her sovereign?
Gen. Prim appears to have authority
to recommend 'a king to the Spanish
people, and the Spanish Cortes, as thelr
representatives, bave a right to accept him,
and the whole question would finally
be determined by popular vote or
something approacbing it. In this Spanish
throne question, if France interferes, she
must necessarily be the aggressor. Spain
Las done nothing that she has nota right
todo. Prussia has made no move suflizlent
for a exsvs i, and may, therefore, look
complacently on while Napoleon III in-
volves himself in an unwarranted war.
This whole Europcan trouble affords a
striking aluttration of the jealously of ez ch
other, which exists among European na-
tions. The so-called “balance of power”
affords any government suflicient pretext for
interference wherever there is a prospect of
the *lalance” preponderating in its own
favor, or agamst it.  None of the weaker
powers—unless they are so weak and isolated
a5 to be harmless—have the privilege of ad-
mibistering their own affairs. An incident
slight in itsclf, if out of the line prescribed
by the stronger powers, is sufficient to
create alarmn and uncertainty, and possibly
war, The art cf refraining from ‘“entang.
ling alliances” has not yet gained prominence
in Furopcan polities. This is in strong
contrast with the course pursued by our
Government in reference to other nations.
Even though this country is professedly
guided by  the “ Monroe doctrine,"”
the Emperor Maximilian was permitted
to scat himself on the throne of Mexico
without molestation beyond skillful diplo-
macy. We doubt whether, hal he been
able to maiotain himself, there would have
teen any armed interference by our Gov-
cromemt. A constant effort on the part of
scheming politicians, filibusters and others
has leen made to involve the United
States in trouble with Spain on account of
Ler West India Island dependencies. Yet the
nation has wisely steered clear of interven-
tion. Thispolicy gives a fecling of security
to our citizens that cannot be experienced
by the subjects of the European monarchs.
The prospect of a general transatlantic war
now disturbs one half the world, and when
we search for valid causes they are not to
Ve found, It is to be a conflict of dynasties
for the gratiZication of personal ambition—
for the aggrandizement of monarchical
power. There is no principle at stake un-
Iess 1t be that of centralization. In the
cases of France and Spain, war would unite
the discordant factions; and uniting them,
would destroy free discussion and liberty of
thie press, such as they now are. Republi-
canism would, for a time, be apparently
weakened, but would ultimately be the
stronger,  We doubt not that such a con-
fitct of pations asis now threatened, while
intended to subserve the principle of man-
archy, will, ia its last analysis, hasten tho
eslallishment  of the principle of self
government,

‘fI1E PRESIDENT AND THE MAL-
CONTENTS.

The coo), quiet, and careful way 1 which
President Grant admipisters the govern.
ment 18 in the last degree galling to Demo-
crats apd screheads, e has not deflected
a hair's breadth from the course originally
promiscd, He has not taken his highest
citicers and counsellors from mere pollti-
cians, but sought for sterling honesty and
tricd ability. He has bad no disposition to
%eep the people excited over diplomatic
quarrcls, or through mixing in the domestic
afluirs of other nations; hence the quict
and peace the conntry enjoys.  Our internal
policy bas been based firmly upon the ad-
vanced principles of advanced republican-
ism, in its Lroadest sense, The Jaws have
been enforeed : the revenues collected and
Lonestly applied: dishonest oflicials dis-
missed, and taxation ard debt steadily
dimipisled.

In the eye of faction, all this amounts to
pothing. Because the National Exccutive
bas pot informed the public w«hy he has
made some changes, or assigned & reason
vy he prefers a Murphy to a Grinnell, in
the New York Custom-lHouse, or some
other persons in gome other places, he s

Joudly denounced as being no statesman,.

but only a blunderer. Ilis action is re-
garded as entirely too cool and tame for the
mere adherents of faction. They can no more
comprehend this style of conducting public
affairs thaa the rebel armies his plan of a
campaign. While his honesty of purposeis
not questioncd,and his patriotic devotion to
the country is admitted, the petty details of
administration are sclected for animadver-
ston and magnoified through the lens of a dis-
ordered imagination. What the people
want is an honest, firm purpose to do right;
and they care nothing about the complaints
and vaporings of individuals who may bap-
pen to get thelr sensibilities hurt when they
are compelled give way to cqually good or
Letter men.  The solid good sense and ster-
ling qualities of head and heart of the Pres!-
dent, arc growing more and more popular,
and becoming wore and more appreciated by
the people. They know he does not make
or unmake te1ifls, or control currency, or
regulate commerce. He administers tne
lawa. That is his mission, and no incumbent
of bhis oflice has ¢ver done it more thorough-
Iy or with greater sincerity and singleness
of purpose for the general good.
o —————

AT, LOUIS TRYING TO REGULATE
THE SOCIAL EVIL,

The City Council of 8t. Louis has grap-
pled with the * Social Evil” by the passage
of an ordinaace o regulate and suppress
Youses of Hl repute.”  The principal provis-
ions of the Wil are, in substance, that the
Board of Police Commissioners are required
to make a full and complete list and record
of all such Louses, together with the
*'names, alisscs, ages and former occnpa-
tiops of the persons living therein, and ulso
such otker particulars as may be of statisti-
cal or sanitary interest.” The Board of
Health are required to appoint a regular
physician, whose duty it shall be to visit
such houses and inqulre into the sanitary
condition of the inmates, and to prescribe
for them when npecessary.  The Board of
Policc Commissioners, upon the request
of the Board of Health, may
suppress any louse of il repute
in case of refusal 10 conform to the rules and
Tegulations of the Board of Health. There
are provisions which regulate the fecs, the
collection of fines, &e., and the payment of
all moneys coming into the hands of the
Board of Healtk by virtue of the ordinance.
There was a section providing for & Hospi-
tal and House of Corrcction, which was
stricken out, so that, at present, no direct
provision is made for those seriously indis-
posed, or for the correction of those who are
fractious,

The dificulties lying in the way of legis-
lation on the *“ Social Evll,” as it is called, are
very many aod very great. That the evil
should be cradicated, isthe opinion of the
better class of people; that no progress
toward its eradication can be msdebya
law which sanctions and regulates it, is toler-
ably certain, The City Council of St. Louls
have attempted the experiment of breaking
its force without insisting upon its destruc-

tion, What the practical cffects upon ¢
cicty will be, can only be known after t
cxperiment shall bave been tested, and sf
listics gathered, upon which to base a
rect opinion. Whether a law  sanctionis
the great ¢vil of theage can be honest
execvted, is a8 matter of doubt; whether,
executed, the morals of soclety would |

promoted, is a question for speculation.
this evil is to be eradicated or even dimi
tshed by legislation, it must be by a differes
mode than offering a premium upon it, ¢
\tempting its suppression by ordinary pui
:shments.  The city takes upon itselt ti
responsibility of regulating, and in fact b
coming the guardian of prostitution, n
indeed for its own sake, but for the purpo
of protecting “society " from the fearh
ravages of disease. If the city of St. Lou
can thus take charge of this business on b
balf of the health of its fathers, Lusband
sons,and brothers, might it not go still furthe
and put these unfortunate women at som
useful and remuncrative cmploynent, an
comge! them to carn a living?  An authorit,
that has sutlicient power to compel & thou
sand women to submit to weekly examina
tions by the city physician, has the powe:
to compel them té work ; and they, havin
the pbysical heslth and strength to lead ¢
life of shaine, are able to work, and to car
their subsistence by honorable industry, A
proliic course of ungavernable passions is ¢
life of idleness. We would suggest, there
fore, as an amendment to the bill which ha
just passed the City Council of St. Louis
that the fpmates of each and every license
house of ill-repute, be compelled to labor
daily at some remunerative cmployment
Such a course of discipline would have ¢
wonderful ¢ffect 1 toning down passions
and inducing a healthy state of body anc
mind. They could earn moncy enoug}
honestly to pay all fines imposed, for mis
demeanors, and for a balance in their favo)
besides. Thus, the moneys paid into the city
treasury by reason of such & law, would be
nonestly earned, instead of being, as it now
ie, the ‘““wages of sin,” We shall watcl
wilh interest the results of this law in St
Lou's. The city has virtually undertaken
the job of keeping in a healthful condition
the inmates of the houses of ill-repute, Our
suggestion is that an industrial department
be added, in which the “ unfortunates ” majy
be compelled to earn an honest livel
hood and possibly to learn a good trade
‘Those who look with horror upon this prop.
csition, should remember that theother par:
ties to the sinning of prostitution—the
fathers, the husbands, the brothers, and the
sons—are often respectable members of so
cicty, and move in its most favored circles

WAR-FOOTING OF EUROPE,

Ifthe present effervescent state of affairs
in Europe shonld result in war, France and
Prussia would probably be the giants in the
conflict. The military forces that they could
bripg into the fleld are simply enormous
France, 414,032 soldicrs on the peace foot-
ing, a ficld army of 647,271 men, or 1,359,030
as her war strength,  Of these, 370,000 are
ready for instant service. Austrla, which
is looked upon as the ally of France, 273,470
men on the peace cstablishment, 833,700 of
a war strength, or 300,000 ready to move,
The South German Confederation, whick
may become the ally of France, have 134,406
soldiers on the war footing, of which 107,000
are prepared for instant service. In sucha
coalition, France could wield about 777,000
fighting men, with a reserve of 1,505,106
tramed soldiers,

Prussia has 726,000 men on the peace or
1,266,000 on the war footing, with 300,000
ready for immediate operations, North
Germany which would naturally go with
Prussia hias 515,526 men on the peace foot.
ing, 551,993 on the field, or 944,321 on the
war footing, of which 516,000 are ready to
march. This would give to Prussia 816,000
men for instant service, and ®364,321 in re-
serve.  Such are the forces which would, in
all probability, be brought against each
other,  Should Italy and Russia be drawn
into the contest, nearly another imillion of
men might be added to the above figures.

RIVER AND HARHOR BILL,

This mcasure has finally passed both
branches of Congress. Wecongratulate the
West on the prospect of increased and
RICAY jaspioved fecilitics fus Counuerce,
The public are asware that there is a class of
politicians who oppose every appropriation
for the development of the West, and who
would?let such obstacles as the St. Clair
flats remain .a perpetual bLlockade on our
shipping, rather than vote the small
sum necessary to remove the obstruction.
For some reaton, all those papers which
make such loud professions about frec trade,
uniformly object to the improvement of
the channels of commerce. If there is any.
thing they bitterly denounce, it is national
aid to these great highways, so absolutely
essential to diminish the cost of transporta.
tion. Yeta sum no greater than three or
four millions annually is all that is neces-
sary, if continued fora few years, to free

the rivers from rapids snd  drift.
wood; to cut or ecnlarge canals
across the portages between  great
rivers or around falls; and to give

barbors for refuge and commerce to every
important point on the entire chain of the
great lakes, Surely the Government ought
not to hesitate at a small expense, when
each dollarinvested will return ten fold an-
nually to the public at large. It isa light
tax, almost unfelt by the people, and would
never be particularly noticed, ‘except in the
forin of benefits received. Confined to
works of national importance, and within
moderate Jimits, there is no outlay or ex-
pense of the nation more easily or more
clicerfully borne, or richer in quick and sure

results, beneficial to the swhole country.,

Tne Democracy have been felicitating
themselves with the hope that they would
be able to control the colored vote, They
have so long had a monopoly of the ignor-
ance of the country, and the negroes have
so long been excluded from all the advanta.
ges of a common school cducation in the
North, and, from time alnost immemorlal,
banished by law from all acquaintance with
even the alphabet in the South, that Demo-
crats have relied upon the arts of dema-
goguery to wheedle or to mislead ex-slaves
into casting ballots for Democratic candi-
dates or Democratic measures, They have,
however, almost universally mot with dis-
comfiture. The Joliet Repullican gives the
following incident as exampling Democratic

success in that direction s

** For years past the Demosracy of Jollet havo
been bosasting of 8 Democratic negro. The case
did look dudions, His associattons ware bad—
very bad—belog often seen in compsay with the
lvadlze Democrats of this city. 'In tho Andy
Johrson times, hooven went so far asto * define
bia jostion.’ On Satarday last, as he went to
tre polly, the Democracy swarmed aronod him to |
triomph in & Domocratic gain, aocd remind him
of his oft-repeated pxonleoi to them §n timee
past, to which * Rast’ replied, as ho threw away s
bacdfal of Democratic ticketa and voted Repab-
lican: *Ob, }'cs: but then that was sll talk ; this

1s business. 1 can talk Copperhead, but I vote the
Repubdlican ticket.' '
e ——————

Tuat class of newspapers that do little
but denounce the President, his Cabinet,
and fricnds—that assail and ridicule the
policy of the Administration—that belie the
action and the purposes of Congress—and
vie with the Democratic press in misrepre
fentation, fallacy and falsehood—must be
Ulessed with considerable cheek to affect to
represent Republicans, Like parasites, they
fastened on the party until it ceased to yield
them sustenance, or proved refractory to
their demands, and rendered their nothing-
Dess transparent to the eye ; but, unlike the
parssite, {they turn away from the only
support that nourished them, and affect a
loathing for the food they have preyed on,
pow that it is no longer in their grasp.
They would betray the party beeause they
capnot control it. Dogmatic on pointg
upon which the greatest men havediffered ;
with a vanity puffed up to the collapsing
point, they assume to decide for a great
party the extent and measure of its prinel.
ples—to draw tneir little chalk line ; ang
whatever does not yicld and stand on fts
margip, is disposed of with a lordly waveof
\he hang.

A WRITER in the Mudison (Wis.) Demo-
¢raf t8kes issue with the statement of some
Ohicago paper, that “ Iilinols bas gained the
honor of Leing the first American State to
prohibit irrevocable grants of special privi-

 leges or immunities,” and shows that the
Constitution of Wisconsin has had sssentially
the same provision since 1848. Very true;

but the further fact should have been added
that the probibition has never boen exer-




