Readex)

History Matters

The latest issue of History Matters features the remarkable story of Josephine Clifford
McCrackin, whose legacy, Big Basin Redwoods State Park (CA), preserves the
“largest continuous stand of ancient coast redwoods south of San Francisco”

(California State Parks).

Her life unfolds through two primary source collections: American Indian Wars, 1830-
1898 reveals her escape from an abusive first marriage, while Early American
Newspapers, 1690—-1922 captures her work as a journalist, author, and conservation
activist. Together, they illustrate how combining distinct collections can illuminate a
rich personal history and lasting legacy.

Also in this issue: the debut of LGBTQ+ Life in America and poignant stories of love
and grief uncovered by the collection.
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Featured Article

Trial by Fire: Josephine Clifford McCrackin

A failed marriage and a wildfire led to the creation in 1902 of Big Basin Redwoods,
Callifornia’s oldest state park. The park would likely not exist in its present form if
author, journalist, and conservationist Josephine Clifford McCrackin had not twice run
for her life—first from an abusive and controlling husband in 1867, then from the
ferocious wildfire that destroyed her California home in 1899. Read more...

Editor’s Choice from the Readex Blog

Those They Left Behind: The Hidden Grief of
LGBTQ+ Loss in 19th and Early 20th Century
Obituaries and Poetry

Scottish poet Thamas Campbell wrote, "To live in hearts we leave behind is not to
die." While each life is unique, some experiences and emotions—such as fear,
excitement, love, and loss—are universal and transcend our differences. Yet, not all
lives have been equally acknowledged in memorials and obituaries. Read more...
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GBTQ+ Life in America
The experience and impact of LGBTQ+ Americans
as recorded by the news media

Discover previously hidden histories with LGBTQ+ Life in America. This
groundbreaking resource gives voice to the LGBTQ+ community across three
centuries of American life. The stories are rich and varied, a mosaic of discrimination,
criminalization, resistance, achievement, and triumph. Yet prior to the 1970s, these
stories were often obscured by veiled language and media bias. For this reason,
critical moments in LGBTQ+ history were almost invisible to researchers—until now.
Learn more...

Previous issues of History Matters are available in the Readex newsletter archive.
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