
Quick Facts
The foundation of all research on early America and the most widely held materials of their kind 

Nearly 80,000 items: books, pamphlets, broadsides and other scarce printed materials
Enriched with new items from the Library Company of Philadelphia and American Antiquarian Society

Early American Imprints: 
Evans, Shaw-Shoemaker 
and Supplements, 1639-1819
An Archive of Americana Collection

“I can turn my students loose in this collection  
and let their historical imaginations run wild.”

— John Fea, Professor and Chair, Department of History, Messiah College
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Overview 
Critical to the study of every aspect of early America, Early American Imprints contains virtually every known book, pamphlet 
and broadside published in America between 1640 and the first two decades of the 19th century—nearly 80,000 printed items 
in all. This remarkable collection is based on renowned bibliographies by Charles Evans and Roger Bristol and by Ralph R. 
Shaw and Richard H. Shoemaker; it recently has been expanded with newly discovered items from the holdings of the Library 
Company of Philadelphia and the American Antiquarian Society. Each imprint is expertly indexed and may be browsed by genre, 
subject, author, history of printing, place of publication, and language. Subjects include:

	 • economics and trade	 • law and crime		  • peoples		 • society
	 • government		  • literature		  • politics		 • manners and customs
	 • historic events		  • military		  • religion		 • and others

Early American Imprints, Series I: Evans, 1639-1800
The definitive resource for studying every aspect of American history from the Colonial period to formation of the new nation, 
this collection includes advertisements, almanacs, bibles, broadsides, catalogs, elegies, eulogies, laws, maps, narratives, novels, 
operas, pamphlets, plays, poems, primers, sermons, songs, speeches, textbooks, tracts, travelogues, treaties and more.

Early American Imprints, Series II: Shaw-Shoemaker, 1801-1819
This comprehensive set of American books, pamphlets and broadsides published in the early 19th century is invaluable for 
teaching and researching westward expansion, development of American arts, progression of American political thought and 
other facets of the political and geographic growth of the expanding American nation. 

Early American Imprints, Series I & II: Supplements from the Library Company of Philadelphia
From the acclaimed holdings of the Library Company of Philadelphia comes a broad range of recently uncovered books, 
pamphlets and broadsides, most of which were not included in Evans’ monumental work, Bristol’s supplement, or “American 
Bibliography, 1801-1819” by Shaw and Shoemaker. 

Early American Imprints, Series I & II: Supplements from the American Antiquarian Society
This dramatic expansion of the venerable Evans and Shaw-Shoemaker collections makes available more than 3,650 rare and 
unique early American printed documents, all catalogued by the American Antiquarian Society. 
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