
Quick Facts
Early American Newspapers, Series 2 includes more than 290 historical American newspapers

Extensive coverage of the early to mid-19th century and beyond
Newspapers from every region of the United States

Overview 
Series 2 offers more than 290 significant 18th- and 19th-century newspapers from every region of the United States. Based 
primarily on the holdings of the American Antiquarian Society (AAS), which houses a vast collection of American newspapers 
through 1876, Series 2 also includes titles from the acclaimed newspaper collection of the Wisconsin Historical Society and more 
than 90 other institutions.

Focus on titles from the first half of the 19th century
Series 2 focuses on the period between 1820 and 1860, when the number of American newspapers rose dramatically. In the first 
half of the 19th century, the number of American newspapers increased from less than 200 to more than 3,000. During this 
time period, westward expansion and the penny press helped create thousands of local newspapers, and daily editions replaced 
many weeklies. In addition, the format of newspapers was transformed by an increasing emphasis on society, industry, scientific 
advances, investigative journalism and stories of human interest. 

Superior bibliographic control
Like other Early American Newspaper series, Series 2 offers many significant titles listed in Clarence S. Brigham’s “History and 
Bibliography of American Newspapers, 1690-1820” and other authoritative bibliographies. Bibliographic control for post-1820 
titles in Series 2 comes from Winifred Gregory’s “American Newspapers 1821-1936: A Union List of Files Available in the United 
States and Canada.” A distinguished academic advisory board guided the title selection process.

An Archive of Americana® collection
As part of America’s Historical Newspapers, Early American Newspapers, Series 2 shares a common interface with all other 
Readex newspaper series, including American Ethnic Newspapers. Additionally, all America’s Historical Newspapers series are 
cross-searchable with all other Archive of Americana® collections.
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“Researchers…will be ecstatic about this product’s ease of use and  
dynamic search capabilities. The search engine is highly intuitive… 

Highly recommended.”
— C. W. Bruns, California State University, Fullerton, in Choice (April 2006)


