Robert Small Commanding his own Vessel.

Robert Small, the brave negro who ]
tho steamer Planter out of cffrlumm
some two years ainco, has since that achleve-
ment been almost constantly in the servico of
the 'nment,  Ile was on bonrd tho ill-fated
Keokuk as pliot in the Srstatiack upon Sumter
by Dupont, and hus sinco in the same capachy
rated nearly every inlet and creok along
the entire const, and been undor five for days, i
and sometimes weeks nt u tiine. After serving |
on mapy vessels he agaln found himself in the
same steamer he Lrought out of Charleston
harbor. A recent letter aayn:~
A nys sinco Lisutenant-Colonel Elvell, |
chief quartormaster of this department, requir-
ol the services of this vessel whero she would -
bo Jiable to como under the fire of Rebol guns, |
The eaptain, & brawny white eallor, refused o
0 with the vessel,  Tho moment tho fact
ccame known a¢ headquarters, Licutenant.
Colonel Elwell, without consultation with any
higher nnthorl't{', {sucd the following order,
which for simplo justice to a brave and loynf
ncgro, officially acknowledged, has seldom
Leen equalled in this or any other de&nmnt.
It is unnecessary to say that Robert Small took
com! of vessol, and faithfully dis-
charged the duty mqnh-c& of him,
“ OrFICE OF ORIRF QUARTERMASTER,
Tont Rovar, & C, November 26, 1803,
m‘m “i.."' ;‘. mg" hﬂ!’(’t_ Assant Quanermugter,
w Tl e e
n charge o ; 08
orus e';gpn!n. 1Yo brought her out of Charles-
ton hurbor more than n ycar ngo, rumning
under the guns of Sumter, Monitric, and the
other dofences of that st d, Helsan
excellent piiot, of undoubted brayery, and in
evory respest worthy of tho position. This is
due Lim as a proper recogpition of hi¢ herolrm
e el man Dlesiis bl hereiore
t h & white man. 88 him, therefore,
nnﬁ! ve:‘l‘:tamo{f;mm to %m:o blch: Saxon.
“ Ghlpl‘Qummuwr’ Depastant Boath”
o 's Departmen
It may uterest somse to hu?wtlmthn above
argﬁ; was immedintely approved by General
ore, .




