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i A SHORT SKETCH

. —_

Ot the Military and Political Ca-
reer and Public Services of Gen-
cral Rohert Smalls of South Caro-
lina.

He was born Jeanfort, [
on the  Sthoof  April. Issw He
row lives an the very placewhere he
wis born, e lived in Beaufort until
the yvear of NG when Be went to
SCharleston amd worked ot the rigrer’s
Crde, and adso lewd aseaduring s in

satling along -and abont the const of

PNouth Carohina and Floridae B

"hiere that he acquired that knowledee of

Sthebars and Larhops of our senconst |

Cwhich Be afterwards used to such iz

Urad mdyantare to the Union causes For

fwo dvears he was sstevedere in Charles-

Cten, und inJulvg Is610 went ou ot

¢ the stcamer Planter, then a Confederate

Ftransport. plving-between the civand

| Port Sumter, “and cother peints in

Charleston harbor.  This crndt wis also
the speein]l dispateh boat of General
Ripley.  After Leingon this vessel wbout
two months, he was made wheelsman.,
(A1 that time-it was not in siecordané
with constwise nautical etiquette to call
@ colored man o pilot.)  In this situa-

tion he continued until the I5th of May,

IS,

The Captain, chief engineer and mate !
of the Planter, all had gone ashore up in
to the city the previous night while they
slept, leaving on board g crew of eight
men,  wll colored, among whom was
General Smalls i : :

A consultation wa< helid and it was
resalved by these ¢ight men to seize the

at =,

hout sand earry it out to the United
States fleet outside the harbor. The de-
sirn was hazavdous in the eatreme.

The little boat wonld have to patss be-
neath the cuns of the batteries in the
harbor.  Fuilure and detection would
he certain death, Fearful was the ven-
ture butit was made., The darving reso:
Jution had been formed, and under com-
mand of Robert Smalls, the wheeisman,
~temmn was pit on, and withe her vl
bie carco of guns amd wmmunitiof. in-
tended for Fort Ripley, o new fortifica- ¢
tion just constracted in the” harbor,
about two o'clock in the morninge the
Planter =ilently moved oft from her:
dock. steamed up to North Arlantic
wharf, where the wife and two children”
of Robert Smalls, and  the wire and
children of another of the erew were
waiting to embark.  Noiselessly the
vessel approached the wharf, and in
silence and in haste, reecived the waiting
women and ehildren on board, andthen
~tarted  down  the river out o sew.
The regular signal was given as Fort
Johnzon was passed and was answered,
and =0 at Sumter.. As soon then as the
boat was ont of range of the guns of
these crim guardians of  the city, the
thag of truee was rajseidd and out for the
ocean she steamed,

| In the misty morning a frigate wigs
\

\

|

deseribed oif the bar.™ "The Planter ap-
proached her.  In the mist the white
lag was not seen, aml to the terror and |
surprise of the Planter’s crew, thej
strange ship hove round and presented |
her-broad side and opened hier ports,
The command had already been civen,
cready,” and the Captain was about to
speak the =tive,”™ when one of  the eofli-
cers on the gquarter-deck iscerned the
thhg of truce. The vessels were now !
within  hailing  distance and « the
Captain of the Union ship_ asked, «what
boat that was, and what was wanted. ™
The veply was given and the Planter
errand explained. The Captain ordered
her to come slongeside, but his order
was not heard by Smalls and his men,
who proceeded to go around. the stern
of the ship, when they were brought
a ~tandstili by the Captain’s thundering
tones as he ealled out, »stop.or [ will
blow you out the water.™ “Fhe Planter
then came along-side, the movement of
her wias explained, and an ofticer numed
Watson and four men were put on

hoard.  The strange ship proved to be
the sailing  frigate Onward, and  the
oflicer Captain Nichols.  Smalls was

transferred 1o the gun-boat  Augusry,
che lag-ship off the bar, under . the
acommand of Captain Parrot, whencee he
Cfterwards proceeded to Port Royval to
ofommodore Dupont, then in command
I tht Southern squadron. where  the
w anter was reecived, and Robert Smalls
= as entered upon the navy list as a
plot. The Planter was put under com-
manmd of an’ ofticer from  the -ship
Wabash, named Phaenix.
l5, was found that although the serv-
of General  Snialls would™ be in-
valuable as a pilot, vet he could not re-
ceive pay as such, there being snme rege-

(-3

i passing through ber.

EN'L. ROBGERT SMALLS,

Congressman (rom South Carolina.

naval school.  This difficulty was easily
obviated, however; Mr. Smalls being
commizionid.. He received a commis-

_~ion as second lieutenant of Company

. First South  Carolina” Volunteer
under command of General Rufus
“ton, which was  afterward  ealled
Thirty-third  Regiment

the
United States
Colored ‘Troops, and which was then
being formed and was then - detailed to

act us pilot. General Smalls was soon
afterwards ordered 10 Edisto to join the
cunhout Crusader, Captain Ryvan, He
then procceded in the Planter, in com-
pany’ with the Crusader 1o Simmons’
Bluth, on Wadmalaw Sound, where a
Sharp Fatthe was fought between these
Leats and a Contederate ghthattery and
~ome infantry.. The Confederates were
driven out of their works, and  scanep-
cred awiy from the shelis that fell thick
and hot around and aficr them. The
troop<.an the Planter landed and capt-
ured adl the tents and provisicus of the

enemy. This eccurred  sometime in
June, I1s62,

Generzl Smalls continued to aet as
pilot on bourd the Photer and the
Crusader. and as bleekading  pilot be-
“tween Charleston " and Beaufort, He

made repeated trips up and  along  the
rivers near the coust, pointing out and
removing the torpedoes which he him-

i self had assisted in sinking and {nmin;_f
in position.  During these trips he was
Cpresent in several cserimmages and

battles, at"Adams’ Run, on the Dawho
river. where the Planter was hotly and
severely tired upon, ulso at Rockville,
John's Istund und other places.  After-
wards-he was ordered  back to Port
Rorval, whenee he piloted the tleet up
Broad riverto Pocotaligo, where a very

severe . batile ensued. fieneral
Smalls cwas the  pilot on the
. monitor  Keokuk, Captain Ryan. on
the  memerable attaek on Fort

Sunmiter, on the morning of the 7th of
Aprill 15630 Inth zek the Keokuk
wis ~truck ninetv-six times, nineteen
She retired from
the engagement only to sink on the
next morning, near Light House Inlet.
General Smalls Jeft her just before she
went down, and was taken on board
the Trons'des The ueat day the fleet
returned to Hilton Head. ’

When General Gillimore took com-
mand, Smalls became  pilot in the
quortermaster’s departvent in the ex-
pedition on Maorris Island. He was
then stationed ws pilot of the Stono.:
where b remained  until the United
Rtates troops teek jossession of the

~outh end of Mdrris Tsland.

Upon ane-oeeasiou while the Planter,
then under command f Captain Nick-
er-on, was ~ailing through Folly Isbad
vreek the Confederate batteries opencd o
verv hot tire uyon her. Captain Nick-
cr~on became demorabized and Teft the
pilot house and secured hmself down
in the coal bunker.” Smalls was on the
deck and finding cut the Captain had
deserted his post entered the ptlothonse.
took commund of the boat and carried
her felv ont of reach of the puns,
For this conduct he was promoted by
the order of General Gillmore. com-
manding the Department of the South,
to the rank of Captain, and was ordered
to act as Captain of the Planter, which
wits used s asupply boat along the
coast untit the cod of the war.  In Sep
tember, Ixii, he carried hs hoat 1o
Baltimore, where <he was put out, of
commi=sion and sold and her adllam
Captain veccived  his - Lonorable dis-
charge. o

It should have been mentioned in its
proper place that when the Planter wa
delivered tothe United States authori
tics she was appraised ot the value o
0,000 1 one half of which wuas turnec
over to the erew of vight men that cap
tured her s of this one-halt” Smalls re
ceived 1,00

After his discharge General Smuails
returned 1o Beaufort.

. Hewasof course. received with great,
colal by the colored  people, who never
wearied of hearing of his aallant-serv
ices and the dangers through which' he
hadipassed. To most people his expe-
rience -secmed like & romanee. and he
himself a hero. He wis associated with
that struggle which had resulted in
freedom, and  hence was identitied with
that freedom.  He at once became a
recognized leader, and guided and di-
rected the'r sengment and opin‘on-in
their endewors to put into practieal
operation the results of their emancipa-
tion and enfranchisement.
Geperal Smalls was

RS

tion and was: one of its Finanee Cosn-
mittee,

At thetirst coneral eleet on of PNus e

ulationin the serviee reguiring these of-
flicers to have Leen graduates of some

wis chosen a member of the House ot
| Representatives from his county, where

) prominent
~member of the Constitutional Conyen- |

|
|
|
i
{

he took an active part in the discussion
and actionsof that-body. He munifest
a deep interest in the homestend aet
and was the introducer of the Civi
| Rights bill that finally passed the ilonse
n 1870 he was elected to the Nenat

of the State. He was re-elected in 157
and served until March, 1875, sshen b
resigned to take -his seat in the Forty
- fourth Congress to which he had becer
elected at the general election of 1874
Ho was elected to the Forty-fifth Cun
ess in 1876, and re-elected in 1373

ut was counted out by tissue ballots
He was again electe:d. to Congress it
1880 .and agatn counted out by tissw
ballots. .

He was's delegate to -the Nationa
Republican Convention at' Philadelphis
which nominated Gegeral Grant for hi:
term ; was a delegate to the Nationa’
Republican  Convention_ at Cincinnat
which nominated for the Presidency R
B. Hayes, and also to the Chicago Con
vention of 1834. )

He was also re-elected to~ thé Fortly
eighth Congress, and has been returnec
to the.Forty-ninth Congress. -

General Smalls’ home in Beaufort, S
C., is one of the most charming man-
sions in the South. While in Washing:
ton attending the sessions of Congress
he lives unostentatiously, taking roony
at a private boarding house.on L street.
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