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‘Henry P. Fry Tells Colonel Sime
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Is Evil Propaganda,
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New York, Sept. 6—More thag
once in their investigation of Ku
Kluxism as incorporated and put on
a strictly business basis by “Imne
perial Wizird” Simmons, financial
wizard Clarke and their associate,
Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler, the represene
tatives of The News and the World
have come across_ldansmen from
whose eyes the scales of false roe-
mance and patriotic bombast had
dropped. They saw the Klan ag
what it really was, 2 grotesque men-
ace and ' anachronism in freq
America,

© . Still Xlansmen,

They bitterly repented having
yielded to the lures and persuasiona
of its glib-tongued membership peds
dlers and wishedy the investigators
all success in showing the vicioug
caterprise up. But when it was suge
gested that their inside knowledge of
its workings gave them gpecial fits
ness to aid in the fight zgainst its
further insidious spread, they held
back from active participation in the
attack. They were still Klansmen.
They had taken the oaths of the or-
der and felt'that, bad #s.it was, the
obligations thus assumed compelied
them to kesp the secrets they had
learned.

To this attitude, however, thera
has been one exception. Cne mems
ber of the Klan, who also served ita
business managers as a successful
organizer, was so outraged by the
realities and potentizlities which
czme under his observation-in tha
course of his regular work as %
salesman for Simmons and Clarke
that he not only gave up his osic
tion as a “Kleagle” of the order,
in a blistering letter thhdrew
wholly from the order and notifizd
its head that he repudiated its ozth
as conflicting with a higher obligne
tion he had previously assumed as
an officer in the Reserve Corps of
‘the Unitsd States Army.

About Carptain Fry.

‘This fiery rebel was Henry P. Fry,
'a Southerner of many generations
descent, bory and reared In East
Tennessee and making his homs Int
Chattanooga. He #s 40 years old. Ha
is a graduate of that old Southern
institution, the Virginia Military Ine
stitute, was once commandant of
cadets at Sewanee, in tha University
of the South, and was-for & long
time a Captain in thg Tennessee Nae
tionel Guard.

At the outbreak of ths war he ene
lsted a5 & private in the regulas
army at Camp Meade, M4d., was sent
tg Company A, 316th Infantry, mada
Sergeant, and transferred to the ene
isted. meti’s training school st Camn

rdon, Ga. There he was commis=

fioned a Seeond Lieutenant, sent to
Camp Perry, Ohio, made 2 TFirst
Ligutenant there: sent to Camp
Funston, Kan., and there, nnder Gen=
eral Lesnard Wood, served through
the rest of the war as a rifls spes
cialist and. instructor In. fnfantry
[rifle practite. ¥o was recommended
!or 2 commission as Major when the
war ended and he was ordered homs.

with a commission as Ca tain)
Ipfantry Reserve Corps. P of

-Captain Fry has been a aewspaper
man, public!ty man ‘and salesman,
and was makin ing a business trip
 ihroueh East Tennessee last wintar,
when at Johnson Clty he met =
Kieagle, who approached him
through thé common ground of Maw
sonry, revea]ed his jdentity, and ins
duced him first to join the Xu Klux'
Klan and later to becoms z Kleagle,

The Captaln’s Letfee,

Cartzin Fry's further experisncas
with the order are best get forth sn
his own Ietter of withdrawal from
the'Klan. It is dated at Chactansoza
and addressed to Wiillam J. Sima
méns a5 “Imperis! Wizard and Eme
peror, Invisible Klan, Inc, Atlsnta,
Ga.” The letter in full follows:

#Yau are hereby notlffed that X
have this day voluntarily withdrawsn
as a citizen of the Invisible Empirs,
Knlghts of the Xu Klux Kian, Ine,
ard shall no longer conslder mysel?
in any way connected with the oz~
ganlzatidn. After five months &%
cltizenship i ihe Invisibls Empire,
ihree menths of which wezé apent
&s a Kleagle, I have reached ths
conclusion that your proposition iy
& kistorical fraud: that &t s =
money-making scheme. run far the
benefit of & few insidarss that it 1w
engapged in an evil propaganda in
promoting unwary
and racial bag

-




< ~an Catholics, negroes aznd for-
€ SO-vorm Americall citizens? tkat
"&-z.'_ zatire scheme i 2 dangérous
.:.‘_bhc menace that will inevitably
ezl to bloodshed and, if swecesstul,
@ast result In revolution; and that,
n the Imterest of decent American-
3, §t shouid be =appressed by the
Federai amnd State authorities.

1 further notify you that I utterly
Yepudiate and refuse to be bound ir
any way by any and sl portions of
the vath of allegiance to the Invix-
e Emplre formerly -faken by Ime,
excepiing that porticr pledging alle-
g.ance to the Constituticn of the
LUnited Stotex and of my State, with
Zhich portier yoz have camou-
Zlaged the real purport and mean-,
3&:41 the oath. The remafnder of
tue cath conflicts with a higher
Guligation I have opreviously
assumed as an officer of the Reserve
Cotns of the United States Army

“1 thereiore demounce said re-
Taining portions of said oath as
Llegal and detrimental to the fan-|
damental principles which underlie’
tue entire Ilegal sirpociure of this!
country. I farther decline, any|
longer, 10 keep secret any Dart or
parts of your scheme to establish
i1 free Awmerica an Invisible Em-
P.re, fraudulent iz {ts_conception.
Vicious in its nature, political 1m its
ohlests, and subject to the will of &
gelf-constituted Emperor who seeks
3 exploit the American people for
his own persomal aggrandizement

Defiex Klan's Threats.

=In dsfiance of your threats of
*d.sheror, dJisgraece and death’ as
eontalped in your ritusl—written
aad-copyrighted by yourself—I de-
nounce your rnitaalistic work as an
insuit ctg all Christian peopls in
Ameri

“I farther charge that when in
Fyour printed literature ryou claim
that your organization 1s the ‘genu-
Ine original Klan’ this statemesant is
2 frand historiecally. IWhile you
have—without any right whatever—
£ppropriated to yourself the name,/
segalia anad certain nomeaclature of
the original Klan, your scheme 18
radically different 1n conception. in
organization and n purpose. A care-|
ful study, which I have made, of tke|
prescript of the orizinal Klan and,
all available histery and litmture!

i

on the subject, reveals the fact that
ther> s little, if saything, iz com-!
mon between the two crganizations.
Your false pratenses of ‘genumne-;
ness’ is therefors an Insulf to the!
Listory, the traditions apd the en-‘
tire record of the South.

~Ever since your scheme has been
actively propagated, there has been
8 wave of crime 12 the Southern
States, consisting to a large extent
of ‘private regulations’ of the public
pesce, committed by men who have
£one about their respective com-
munities weanng disguises and tak-
ing into their owzx hands the func-
tions of Prosecuting Attorney, wit-
nesses, Jadge, jury and executioner,
in girect contravention to the bill of
vights of the Federal and State Con-
stitutions. Men have been dragged

rora their teds at night, forably
gbducted on the strests gnd in their
homee, srrested without warrant on
the public streets, conveyed to se-
cluded places, there to be flogged,
tarred 2nd feathered In two 1n-
stances helpless women, affer being:
stripped of their clothing, have been
similarly maltreated.

Wore Klan's Regslia, .

“In nearly every reperted case the
?erpetra:ors of these acts of law-

essness have worn disguises, de-
scnibed as “magks snd white robes,’
wiich description corresponds con-
winecingly with the ocfficial regahia
of the “Invisible Empire.’ In three
specific cases zcts of Jawlessness
hzve been so openly and flagrantly
committed by members of the ‘Ku
3{lzx Klan’ thzt you have been com-
pelled to take officlal cogmizance. In
these three instances where te-
sponsibility has been fizxed, 1t was
very evident that ths illegal oath
mod thg secret teachings of your ‘In-
visible Empire” were consirued by
your dupss as granting a license to
engage in secret reguiation of the
?es.ce h)’ means ot: s.uongmaus warn-
rge, threats, intimidations, abduc-
tions, the wkip 2nd the use of tar
2nd feathers,

*Having studled your schems, both
Iram the inside and the outside, I
have no doubt wkatever that prac-
tizally all of thess reported out-
rages were ted by bers
<! your organization. If it were
proved,-heweverthat-Foun‘citlzens”
Trere not primz facie respousible, at
the same time there exists 2 moral
Yexponsibility, because wkhen one
group of people is permitted to go
about in disguises it plzces the com-
rranity at the mercy of any group
“which cares to adopt similar tactics.

Everywhere the promoters of yoar
scheme have goue, they have sought
to_eniist 23 ‘citizens’ the white, Gen-
tile, Protestant public_officials, es-
pecially those having in charge the

orcement of the law. No matter
how capable, how efficient and how
cohiscientious a public official may
te, 1f_he chances to be & Jew or a
Cgatholic, you nof only do not want
him,. but your organization is now
g;;mnlng actively” to cause ai] tke
€wy, Catholics and foreign-born
raturallzed Americans in this coun-
1ry %0 be Temoved from public life
Tnis tampering aud meddling with
the law-enforcing machinery of the
couatry—under the alleged plea of
“law acd.order—is 2 direct blow at
the entire -legal machinery of tke
Trited Stutes, a cordition that, in its
xainre, appreaches anarcly.
Breeding Race Hatred.

*At a time when peaceful rela-
ticns are existing between the white
snd black races you are distupting
the industriai conditions of the
Soutk by_ ¥eur Enti-zegro propa-
ganda and cauging 8 state of unrest
that can resuit only in dangerous
snd mischievious cousequences. In
yorr anti-Cathsilc and antl-Jewish
Propaganda  your organization 1s
scattering broadceast over this coun-
try wicked, maliclous and Inflamma-
tory lies about American citizens
of those relizgious beliefs, lles that
brard yomur movement as being far
more viciots than the insidious
Garman propagand in this country
prior to our entranre into the re-
ceat war. You are pablishing, for
example, the statement that the
Jews are seekifg to promote z race
Avar between white pecple and ne-
fFross, and the intimation that the
Catholic Church was responsible for
the murder of President Abraham
Tineoln. In poblic statements you
and your paid speaxers glve ex-
rressicn to wordy, sanctimonious
£=¢& high-sounding platitudes, while
secretly your propagandists, In a
snezking and contemptible manner,
sra spreading Delsonous and vicious
1es they dare net give voice to in

ublic .
® »Your Tarvizidble Empire’ Iz fur-
thermors & mopey-meaking scheme!?
A4t of the ritnals and other printed
- blications of your organization
are copyrighted in your name, and it
ts presumable that yoa have either
received royalties for their use or 2
caxh ronsideration for thelr sale

»vour organization has recently
‘bought Lanier University, of which
¥5x hsve been made the head. aad

eniiage presidents are usnally pald
salaries. While grders for robes at
$.58 are taken in your name, they
are filled by the Gate City Manu-
facturing Corapany &l a snbstantial
t-ofit, and the public has not been
Tnformed as to the disposition of
tws huge amount of funds. The
= iight Pablshng Company,
¥eaded by your lmmpenal Kleagle, is
ra doubt a revente producer!
«Javisible Empire & Cancer™

~There i =0 place in Americz for

& ‘Invisthle Emplre’ of hate z=nd
ve=om, and there i{s xia provision in
» laws of this country for an “Em-

.~ wor.'! _ The ‘Invisibie Empire’
. . id Bz msde visihie™ It should
*a . o}d pp to the light 50 that hoz-
&= men tan_see Its ugly structure
= cualyze Jte nefaricus potentiale
= 3 =nd then, having seen this
mstrosity, the people should de-
- =3 of their Jegally “coustitated
~» 23 of{ govergment that Ku Klux-
— @i the X2 Eiux Xlsn be out-
«=Z and barred forever from op-

. 2 "n this free Rerublis. Yours

-~ “HENRY P. FRT.”




