BEACHEY FALLS
T0 DEATH WHEN
WINGS CRUMPLE

Aviator’s Spectacular Career
Comes to End Before Hor-
| rified Thousands,

PLUNGES 3,000 FEET
| INTO BAY AT FRISCO

Attempts Perpendicular Drop
in Monoplane and Feat
Is Fatal.

SAN FT;AXCISCO. March 14.—]

:‘\l an altitude of 3,000 feet, Beachey
began a sharp gescent, The w! wings of
hiz aeroplane collapsed_and the ma-
¢hine plunged into San Francisco bay,
The body was recovered by divers,
Beachey” pectacular career eame
1o its end in the presence of thous-
ands of Lorror-stricken _spectators.
visitors at the Panama-Pacific ¢x-
position. Beachey ‘M‘.s comlﬂeﬂng hix
second flight of the
cident occurred.
electrified the crowd \ulh a series of
aerial somersaults, the airman sought

pendicular drops which usually feat-
ured his flghts.

The fatal fall is gitributed to the
fact that today, for the first time,
Beachey attempled his sensational
serial accomplishments in a mono-
plane.

Crowd Exceptionally Large.

An exceptionally large crowd had

been attracted to the fat

machine with one set of planes in-
stead of the bip!

On _the ﬂrst ﬂlsh( all went well
and the aviator’s familiar tricks were
fndulged In with \he ex(’emlon nl lhe
perpandicular Hea
had saved for Ihe fhnmx. It prnved
too much of a strain for the frame
of (he monol’lﬂne,

ine was at an altitude of
3, 000 !eet when Beachey shut off his
power. For several thousand feet it

(Contlbued on page 2, colomn 1)
otinued en page *, colomn
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dropped head on for the earth and
then the aviator grasped his control
levers 1o adjust the planes for the
graceful descent which had charact-
erized his previous flights,

When the machine checked its ner~

ar drop and

fn ‘mid-alr, thesstrain on the Single
tier of supporting planes proved too
great. They crumpled like a collapsed
umbrella, “and the wrecked mono-
plane, whirling over and over like a
wounded bird, plunged downward inta
San Francisco bay, narrowly missing
a vesse] docked at the government

pler.
Splintered Fragments Scen,

A few splintered fraznments of the
Dlane showed ousands  whi
rushed to the water front, whero the
unfortunate aviator's hody lay,
strapped In his seat, 40 feet beneath
the surface of the hay, which was
brought to the surface shortly after
5 o'clos

Divers from the Oregon, searching
the inshore waters of the bay, found
the crushed form of the airman, en-
tangled in the twisted rods and torn
canvas of tho machine. They freed |
the bofly with axes and’ bronght it to

he surface, il Beachey,
Drother of the aviator, witnesseq ths
iragedy from the deck of the Untted
States transport Crook. e niono-
plane fell only a few feet away from
the transport,

Beachey Was Drowned,

Bedchey was still alive when he
muck the water and had sustained

major injuries as a result of U
fnl] except a broken leg, in the opin-

of Dr. David E. Stafford, who ex-
wmined the Dady at the morgue to-
night.

The face, sald Dr. Stafford, was dis-
cotored from choking and

Washington, The flisht created so
much_exeitement that the lnuse ot
representatives, sion, ad-

Johrned and The ‘conkresumen greeted
Beachey Jwhen he alizhted on the steps
of_the capltol.

Severing hls Sonpection with 1S
enschu achey bullt
bis owr shorter tha
lﬂs conumnnrarws and rm

s
naiched him direle above the lowera
of modern Manhattan. ile landed in
Battery park. but so great was
that. 'to cscape
the crowd he was compelled to ascend
1ms second fight resulted dis-
5]
over Willlamsburg
began to misa fire

Couunuu Exbibitions,

Ite puilt another dirizible and con-
tinued his ummmm Wights throush-
out the countr:

Tn' 1030 Wis interest Grat 1irned to
heavier-than-alr maghines and he con-
structed  w monoplane  w “was
wrecked during a series of mgh at
St. Paul.  His Arst really Buccesst‘ul
acroplane flight “»s made at Los 3
geles in r he wreek,

Tachine, “*Iha aeT Ton afterward

another  at

San

a fuilure. but he persisted a
13 T e wan the fror man to cirely
the capitol at \vashington in « heavier-
than-alr machin

Reachgy  hecame famous overnight
after TS second flight around the
dome of nation

the capltol and _“the
June 27 he eircled

own the gurge. and aslmost’ to the
whirlnool. Tt b &L time an
avlator had dared to rut through tha

mists above - the whirling ~ currents,
Vhich were belleved to 3pell death to
the most daring of adventur,
Gymnastics In the .\lr.
The week following Beachey won
the first intercity aeroplane race lield
gn 4 mls continent, Hying

indicating that death was due to
drpwning.

uts the aviator's hands were
taken to indicate that he had made
desperate efforts to release himself
rom the mesh of twisted wires and
rods in which he was entangled.

WWhen the machine fell Beachey was
protected by the engine, propellers
and hood of the monnplane, which
struck the water first, It was pointed
out, that it Beachey could have dis-
engaged himself he probably would
have managed to keep afloat until

Tescued,
Skilful and Daring.

Linc Beachey was regarded as
the meost skillful and daring of .Amer-
fcan aviators. Tle earned thig repu-
tation long before the French flye
headed by Pegoud, hezan tn glide
through the air upside down. Beachey
was in reltrement when these feats
were heralded and was drawn back
into the game by his desire {0 exceed
me remarkable flying of the French-

e
With an aeroplane of small wing
surface, he flew upside down, made
le head qownward and

“born in San Francisco
and inade his

in September, 1887,
first mght in’ 1205 at Oak

wrecking

His !itst heavler-than-alr machine,
a monoplane, was wreeked at St. Panl
in 1810, He made a successful flight
in Los Angeles but then wrecked an
other flier.

Startles the \\nrh‘L

AMay 5, 1911 he was the first man to
circle the capitol in Washington i
8n seroplane. He then startled the
world by flying over Niagara falls.

ter he won the first intercity aero-
plane_race in_America, flying from
New ank to Philadelphia,

wasg the most prominent fi3-

ure in the 1211 Chicago aviation meel,
spiraling at Hharp angles,

Early Beac hev announced
that he nad made s ot tlight, as-
eerting that he felt partly responsible
for the deaths of nine aviators who
had tried to emulate him,
deeds of the daring Frenchmen were
chronicled, however. he returned to
the flying game. In Ocloher, 1913
at Hammondsport, X. Y., his machina
swept several spectalors from a roof,
killing one.

Beachey boasted that 20,000,000
persons liad seen him fly.

Beachey was a schoolboy en he
first began to study, herial navigation,

a5 7 he made his firs

lent at Fiora park, Oaiand,
Georga E. Heaton's' dirizible balioon.
Thiz was fn February, 150

Ar nerannul for Ca T. Raldwin,

Sz and Clark exposition
Ore.. in August
ame ese’ Nlights were not
juuly Successtun.

ng.

he fe
at Ponhml

but he kept on try

pxrensmen Greet HHim.,
In 1206 Fcachey jomea oy
schue, an: was “duri; that
at°he Treated a schsation by
nqand the dome

Nying
of the c:\nltnl at

.

ork i 3 i 2

seconds
the

for am-
leap-frog over

k and he
chigan boule-
vard into the slde streets and onto the
sidewalks, F

e same mest ha
tablished an American altltude record
by elimbing heavenward until his fusl
was exhansted and  then volpluning
1 vet 10 cartly

es-

Early in the spring of 1913 Beachey
announced ad made his last Dight

ied to omula(e “my fool-
fehly daring explo

Conutructs ~|m- fiiplane,
later in the vear, when Ameri-
£An newspapers began 1o chronicle tha
feats of the

strain
said wa. P-me ;loop. He
ook s anchinasta Lall ornia and be-
o practice the “stunis” which
m" Thrilled large crowds b exnini:
e gmave nany parts of the
United" Stdies:

!



