TWO AERONAUTS,
INSTRUCTOR AND
NOVICE, KILLED

Inexplicable Dash to Ground
Carries Two Army Men to
Instant Death.

SAN DIEGO — Two intrepid navi-
gators of the alr, Lieutenants Hugh
Kelly and E. L. Ellington, attached
to the Camp of the First Aero corps.
were instantly killed at North island,
Monday, when they fell from an alti-
tude of about 80 feet in a dual con-
trol biplane. Within eizht minutes
after Lleutenant Ellington had waved
his hand as a signal to the mechanic-
fans to get go the biplane, the army
officer and his brother aviator wers
lylng crushed and mangled corpses
a rule away from the hangara.

EMNington Teaching Novice.

Lieutenant Ellington, a skillful pilot,
occupled the instructor’s seat in the
biplane with Licutenant Xelly by his
side. The latter, a comparative nov-
Ice at the flying game, was receiving
Instructions in handling the contsol
levers. Owing to the general arrange-
ment of the controlling wires, Lieu-
tenant Ellington could be at all times
absolute master of the machine. |

The engine, one of six cylinders and |
60 horse power, was working perfect-
ly, and the two offlcers ascended 300
feet, circled, and then began a vol- |
plane which was to bring them back
to the hangars. According to Cap-
taln Cowan, in command of the avia-
tion post, the biplane glided at a per-
fectly normal angle for a distance of |
about 220 feet. Then the engine,'

1

whish was throttied at the beginning
of the volplane, was thrown open.
Iteason Only Conjectured.
‘Whether at this instant the unfor-
tunate areonauts temporarily lost con-
trol of the macbine, or whether the
{nitial jmpetus or the revolving pro-
peller, when the biplane was at so
low =an altitude, caused the machine
to tlp forward, can only be conjec-
tured. Lut the spectators of the
flight say that_the biplane suddeniy
pitched forward, nose downward, and
shot with lightning-like rapidity to
earth. The impact probably killed:
both men, but the motor made death
doubly sure by crushing their chests.
Aviator Lincoln Beachey, who has
been flylng at North Island tele-
graphed Monday night to Secremry]
Garrison that the deaths of Elling-
ton nad Kelly “illustrate radical mis- |
takes in the government polley of av-
fatlon.” |
Beachey, in his telegsram ex-
pressed willingness to go to Wash.
ington at his own expense and ex-
plain what he thinks should be doae
to render army aviation safer., i
Speaking of the mishap, Beachey
safd that the apparatus used by
’qrmy aviatars here s unsafe, that the
machines are old apd the equipment
poor.
lle asserfed that steps should be
taken to *“prevent the slaughter ot]

‘th@e army and navy boys.”

!.\';\RRO\\' LESCAPE FROM FIRE.

‘Passenger Carrying Dirigible Be-
comes Unmanageuble While in Alr.
~«PASADENA, Cal—Five passengers
on a dirigible balloon trip of 20
miles to Los Angeles and return were
glven a final thrill just before Tand-
ing here Monday, At a height ot
1400 feet the engine suddenly stopped
when a water pipe burst. l

As_the craft sturted to rise in the|

alr Roy _Knabenshue, the pilot,

climbed along the dirigible’s frait
frame work to the bow, where his
weight polnted the balloon toward

‘earth again. Then more danger ap-
peared in the shape of orange trees
toward which the dirigible was head-
ing. The passengers began throwing
ballast bags overboard, aad the bal- |
loon cleared the trees. A moment,
later spectators seized an anchor rovo]

nd towed the dirigible to its

The 10-mile journey to

Los Angeles was made in 20 minutes.




